
Question 1:

Study sources A and B. How useful are Sources A and B for an enquiry into the Roswell incident.

Explain your answer, using Sources A and B and your own knowledge of the historical context.

(8 marks)

Question 2:

Study Interpretations 1 and 2. They give different views about the crash at Roswell.
What is the main difference between the views? Explain you answer, using details from both 
interpretations. 

(4 marks)

Question 3:

Suggest one reason why Interpretations 1 and 2 give different views about the Roswell Incident of 1947. 
You may use Sources A and B to help explain your answer. 

(4 marks)

Question 4:

“Peaceful protest, while noble, was not an effective means of forcing change in America. The more 
radical actions of the Black Power movement led to far more significant and realistic improvements in 
the lives of ordinary black Americans” How far do you agree with this statement?

You may use the following in your answer:

- The Civil Rights Act 1963
- Black Nationalism

You must also use information of your own.

(16 marks + 4 SPaG)



Source A

An army records 
photograph of a 
US spy balloon, 
1948. 

This image was 
top secret until it 
was declassified 
in 1993.

Source B
An article in “The Roswell Inquirer” newspaper. July 
8th 1947.

US ARMY CAPTURES FLYING SAUCER ON RANCH IN 
ROSWELL

Rumours became a reality yesterday when the US 
Army confirmed that it had gained possession of a 
crashed “Flying Disk” found in a local ranchers field. 

The flying object crashed on a ranch near Roswell 
sometime last week, the rancher known as Mack 
Brazel contacted the Sherriff’s office who notified 
Major Jesse Marcel of Roswell Air Base. 

An investigation team of Major Marcel and a 
civilian investigator arrived at the Ranch and 
examined the wreckage. They then took it back to 
Roswell Air Base for further examination. 

In a press release later, Major Marcel indicated 
that some of the materials found were “not of this 
world”. 

Interpretation 1
An excerpt from the TV show Witness to Roswell, 
2007, 

The events surrounding the Roswell Incident are 
mysterious and fascinating. What did Mack Brazel
really find in his field that day? The military didn’t 
seem to know, they first claimed it was a “flying 
disc”, then changed their story later that same day, 
insisting it was a weather balloon, then decades 
later they changed their story again – saying it was 
some sort of spy balloon. What is the truth? 

Bill Brazel might have the answer, he was with his 
father Mack Brazel when they found the wreckage 
and he insists that there was an alien cover-up. He 
says his father was locked away to prevent him 
from speaking the truth! And that truth is that the 
materials were not a weather balloon, or a spy 
satellite. But mysterious unknown materials, 
stronger than anything we have on earth. Materials 
that could only have come from one place – outer 
space. 

Interpretation 2
From a magazine article, Roswell: A Fading Star, 
2009, 

It is telling that in the 30 years following the 
“Roswell Incident”, not a single mention of aliens, 
or UFOs, or mysteries of any sort is suggested or 
mentioned by the inhabitants of the town of 
Roswell. 

Only following the publication of “The Roswell 
Incident” in 1980 did suddenly all kinds of 
witnesses come forward. Except they were not 
witnesses, they were fame and money hungry 
storytellers who had no first hand experience of 
the crash. 

Fiction is exciting and dramatic, but reality is often 
much more boring. The wreckage found in Mr 
Mack Brazel’s sheep field was a crashed 
experimental spy balloon, built of nothing more 
than duct tape, glue and tinfoil. 
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