Annotate the
differences between
these two portrayals
of women.
Explain the
difference between
these two portrayals
of German women.
Which woman do you
think has a between
standard of living
and why?

Theo van Rysselberghe, 1887

Jeanne Mammen, 1928

CHALLENGE: Why
do these women
appear so different?
Use the dates of the
sources to help you!

Explain the difference between these two portrayals of German women
Men’s hat
Traditional
clothing
No make up

Make up
Short hair

Hair tied up

Smoking

Low cut top
No skin on
show
Trousers

Theo van Rysselberghe, 1887

Independent

Jeanne Mammen, 1928

Title: How did life change for women in
the Weimar Republic?
Lesson objectives:
Examine the changes for women in
Germany from 1924-29.
Quantify the changes for women in
Germany from 1924-29.
Assess the quality of living for
women in Germany from 1924-29.

Are men
and women
equal (in our
society)
today?

Individual liberty,
rule of law,
democracy

Are men and
women equal
(in our
society)
The gender pay
today?
gap among
all
employees was
15.5% in 2020,
down from
17.4% in 2019

Definitely

8th March 2021 #ChooseToChallenge
But men still
experience social
pressure to pay
for dates in
relationships.
Pew Research Centre,
2015 – mothers do more
housework than fathers
whether or not the
Mostlyis employed and
mother
no matter how many
hours she works.

50/50

Women’s razors, deodorants
and perfumes are often
more expensive than
equivalent men’s products.
The only difference is the
color, scent or packaging.
Sanitary products are not
considered an essential item
Slightly
Not at all
in England but have been
essential in Scotland.

Work
Leisure

Politics
Women’s
Lives
Profile of
a woman

Reactions

Summarise each
section in 3
sentences.
Include at least
2 statistics.
Which area of
life changed the
most for women
and why?
CHALLENGE: To
what extent did
women’s lives
improve in 1920s
Weimar
Germany?

Women in Politics
Friedrich Ebert’s new government believed in giving women
the right to vote. Women had worked incredibly hard during
WW1 and many felt that they had earned it.
Women took full advantage of their new voting powers:
- 90% of women voted in the elections
- 112 women were elected
- 10% of the members of the Reichstag were female
Article 109 of the Weimar constitution said that women were
fully equal with men. This included in a marriage which had
equal rights for men and women, and in the workplace where
a woman should be able to enter any profession she likes.
Weimar SPD politician Marie Juchacz

Women at work

In WW1 75% of German women had been employed,
however after the war this decreased back to pre-war levels.
In 1925 only 36% of women were employed.
Despite Article 109 saying women should be treated equally at
work, they were often not.
- Women were paid on average 33% less than men
- Women were expected to stop working upon marriage
- Few women entered high status jobs. There were only 36
women judges in 1933.

A woman at work in 1920s Germany

However there was some progress
- Many women got jobs in shops and offices
- More women entered education and medicine. The
number of female doctors doubled from 2,500 to 5,000
from 1925-1932

Women
at
leisure

For women, especially young, unmarried
working women living in cities, the 1920s was
an exciting time.
They had greater financial and social
independence, these women became known as
“new women”.

New women bought more clothes, went out
more and expressed themselves more. They
wore short hair, more make up, jewellery and
revealing clothes. They drank alcohol and
smoked cigarettes.
They were less interested in marriage and
revelled in the new sexual freedoms that had
developed during World War One.

Profile of a woman – Anita Berber
Anita Berber was the epitome of 1920s Weimar German excess and
decadence.
Addicted to morphine, cocaine and opium, Berber revelled in the freedoms
the 1920s gave her.

She performed erotic dances at the “White Mouse” cabaret in Berlin where
she had a troubled relationship with her audience, she was fired after
smashing a champagne bottle over a businessman’s head.
She stared in a number of silent films of the 1920s, she became a famous
name and was painted by the famous German artist, Otto Dix
She had a number of wild relationships with men and women, marrying
three times. She finally died in 1928 of a morphine overdose.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dI7CyEqiJRs

Reactions to these “New Women”
Not everyone approved of this new breed of woman. There were a number of arguments
against them.
Many traditional Germans saw them as threatening traditional values of marriage, family
and housework. To support this they pointed out that:
•

The German birth rate fell from 180 births per 1000 women in 1913, to 80 in 1925

•

The divorce rate had risen from 27 divorces per 100,000 people to 60.

Some women felt pressured to change themselves to fit this new role.
Some men thought these women threatened the traditional “male” role of the breadwinner.
Some blamed the economic troubles of the early 1920s on women disrupting society.

Give two things you can infer from Source A about
changes for German women in the Weimar Republic
(4 marks)
Mark scheme
1-2 marks: Simple statements pointing out things in the source.
3-4 marks: A supported INFERENCE (an idea about what the source means or what its message is) from the source
backed up by examples and your own knowledge to help you explain.

Complete the table below to explain your answer.
(i)

What I can infer…
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.a
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
spx?id=p5E3uwQAMk6DoDT……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
y8kpv9bRgOXkIk9NiExTRlCx8rZUNktBOUFVVkU
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

1SlVGQkg3QTM1QVU5UjJBUC4u

Details in the source that tell me this…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
(i)

What I can infer…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Details in the source that tell me this…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Give two things you can infer from Source A about
changes for German women in the Weimar Republic
(4 marks)
Mark scheme
1-2 marks: Simple statements pointing out things in the source.
3-4 marks: A supported INFERENCE (an idea about what the source means or what its message is) from the source
backed up by examples and your own knowledge to help you explain.

Complete the table below to explain your answer.
(i)

What I can infer…

Is that women have more freedom to dress how they see fit.
Details in the source that tell me this…

The woman in the foreground is wearing a floor length dress in a traditional style
whereas the women to the left clearly takes pride in the appearance she has
chosen by glancing in the mirror.
(i)

What I can infer…

New women in Weimar Germany make more original and daring fashion choices.
Details in the source that tell me this…

The new woman chooses to wear a dress cut just above her knee with short hair and make
up whereas the more traditional women ties her hair back and wears a traditional hat
complete with veil.

