
Brains in Gear

There is a strange new disease in the 
UK. More and more people are dying 

every day and nobody knows why!

What would the government do to fight 
the new disease?

What would happen to the UK? 
(think social, political, economic)

How would it affect you and your 
family?



Who was most 
responsible for the 

Black Death? 

02/12/2020

Learning Outcomes:

-List 3 things the Oriental Rat Flea might have to do 
with the Black Death. 
-Examine 3 responsible candidates for the Black 
Death. 
-Debate (with 2 explanations) why either the Flea, 
Rat or Human was most responsible for the Black 
Death. 

Fundamental British Values: 
Individual Liberty

Today’s Title:

Key Words:

Buboe = a black, egg shaped 
lump that has grown on the body

Peasant = A poor farmer who 
does not own land

What are the 
most 

dangerous 
illnesses/dise

ases of the 
21st century?

The Black Death

Causes and Cures of the 
Black Death

This lesson:

Next lesson:

The Magna Carta

Previous lesson:



Patient Zero

The victim: Alan the Miller 

Location: A medieval village in England

Date of death: 7th November, 1348.

Cause of death: Unknown



You have been asked to investigate the sudden death of Alan, a 

humble Miller living in a Medieval village in 1348. Your group will 

need to work together to:

• gather evidence

• examine sources

• make judgements

You will have just under 30 minutes to complete your 

investigation, so it is important that you work together and share 

information effectively.

CHALLENGE: Based on what you know about Medieval medicine, what do you 
think the people of the time thought caused this disease? Write a paragraph 

to explain in your books.
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Evidence Description of evidence What does this suggest about the 
disease?

What further questions do I have? How it this piece of evidence 
useful / how is it’s use limited?

Exhibit A

Exhibit B

Exhibit C

Exhibit D

Exhibit E

Summary of evidence:

How does the disease affect the victim?

Where did the disease come from and how did it get here?

What is causing it to spread within England?



Exhibit A: Diary entry from the week before Alan died:

Tuesday, 01/11/1348

Dear Diary,

This week I visited Portsmouth and I bought a a wonderful Persian rug (from 
Asia!) from a travelling Italian merchant. He told me about his long journey 
from Italy on board a ship, he said it was totally infested with rats!

When I returned to the village, I showed off my rug to everyone I saw on my
way home! It’s such a beautiful rug and I think it’s really going to tie the living 
room together.

Oh, one other thing… This morning I woke up feeling terribly itchy. My armpit 
has this weird black thing growing. I probably should see the priest about it.



Exhibit B: 

The Persian rug 
Alan bought

When you examine the rug you realise it is full of fleas.
…But fleas were everywhere in Medieval towns and villages - so what made these 

ones so special?



Day 1:

Painful egg-sized lumps

called buboes appeared 

in his armpits and groin.

Day 2:

Alan vomited and 

developed a fever.

Day 3:

Bleeding under his 

skin caused dark 

blotches to appear all 

over his body.

Day 4:

Alan suffered painful 

spasms as the disease 

attacked his nervous 

system

Day 5:

One of the buboes 

burst, releasing a foul 

smelling black liquid 

which oozed from the 

open wound.

After just 5 days, Alan was 

dead. 

Exhibit C: Witness statements describing 
Alan’s Symptoms

Note:
The witness was 
later affected by the 
same symptoms and 
died shortly after 
talking to the 
investigation team.



Exhibit D:

A crumpled up piece 
of paper with a 
diagram drawn on it

THINK: What do you 
think the fleas did 
when Alan died?



Exhibit E: A medieval merchant’s map of sailing 
routes around Europe



Purple Zone

Alan the Miller died in 1348. He was one of the first victims of the 
Black Death. The disease later killed over 50 million people in 
Europe.

Write a detailed paragraph that explains what the Black Death was and 
how it affected its victims.

You should mention:

- Trade routes and shipping, 
- Rats and fleas, 
- Symptoms of the disease

The Black Death was…
It arrived in England through…
It was spread by...
The symptoms of the Black Death were…
It affected Europe by…



Explain it down:

Your brother in primary school wants to know what you 
learned today.

How do you explain it to him? He is only 7 years old.

Write an explanation on the cover of your book







SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE:

Exhibit A:

A man buys a rug from an Italian 
merchant

Exhibit B:

A picture or a rug infested with fleas

Exhibit C:

A statement about the diseases 
symptoms – you get buboes on your arm, 
they pop and you die.

Exhibit D:

It shows a flea biting a rat, the rat dying, 
then the flea jumping to a person.

Exhibit E:

A map showing the spread of the 
diseases.

What is causing the disease to spread in England?

Fleas living on rats spread the disease

Where has the disease come from and how did it get here?

It came from Asia and it arrived on the trading ships

How does the disease affect the victim?

First they get a buboe on their arm, then they get a fever and 
vomit, then bruises appear on their body, then the buboe pops, 
then they die

Based on the evidence, what do you think this disease is? 
Explain why you have come to that conclusion: 

This is the Black Death! It was called the Black Death because of 
the black liquid that came from the buboes and the dark black 
bruises that appear on people’s bodies.


