


Title: What was the most important 
cause of World War One? Lesson objectives:

• -Describe the 
MAIN causes of 
WWI. 

• -Explain why 
WWI happened. 

• -Rank the most 
important causes 
of WWI.  

GREENS Recap and fine errors in the causes of WWI.
Describe the Schlieffen Plan.
Plan and practice writing an essay on WWI.

YELLOWS Identify errors in the recap of causes of WWI.
Explain the Schlieffen Plan as a cause of WWI. 
Plan and practice writing an essay on WWI using 
detailed evidence.

BLUES Identify and fix errors in the recap of WWI.
Explain the Schlieffen Plan as an important cause of 
WWI. 
Plan and practice writing an essay on WWI using 
detailed evidence and explanation of which causes 
were the most important for WWI.

Could war 
start this 

way today?



• In order to remember the causes of WWI 
historians have decided on a handy acronym M-A-
I-N.

• Recap what these words mean and what we know 
about these causes.

• Use the pictures to discuss with your partner. 
What do you think these words mean?

Key word hints:
Military is the army/navy. An ally is a friend. Imperial links to empire. Another word for a nation is a country. 



Here is one final important event that 
must be remembered in starting WWI.

In your books answer the following 
questions:

1. What was the Schlieffen Plan?

2. Why was it important for Britain?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zuj4ccY78Nc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zuj4ccY78Nc


Think Pair Share

What could go wrong with the Schlieffen 
Plan?
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‘The main reason why World War One started 
was the Alliance System’ How far do you 

agree? Explain your answer

You may use the following in your answer:
• Archduke Franz Ferdinand

• Militarism 
You must also use information of your own. 

My Judgement

Task: In each finger write a fact that supports the 
statement above the hand.

In the palm of the hand write your judgement on that 
argument. 

Then write your own judgement in the middle.

‘The main reason WWI started 
was the Alliance System’

‘The main reason WWI started 
was NOT the Alliance System’



Start the discussion:
• I believe that World War One started because...
• In my opinion World War One started because...
• One argument may be that World War One started because...
• I’d like to make the point that…

Agree:
• I support your point that World War One started because of…
• Your opinion is reasonable because...
• I agree with your statement because...
• Your argument is a valid one because...

Build:
• Building on what... said...
• In addition to ...’s statement...
• I agree with your point, but should add that…
• Your argument is a good one, however it needs...

Challenge:
• This opinion could be questioned because…
• My own view is contrasting with yours because...
• I would like to challenge your argument because...
• I disagree with your statement for a number of reasons...

What caused World War One?



What caused World war One?

War ...

World War One started because…

One reason why World War One started was…

One reason why World War One started was… This shows that…

One of the most important reasons why World War One started was… However, another reason why World War 
One started was ...



Question 3: 

‘The main reason why World War 
One started was the Alliance 
System’ How far do you agree? 
Explain your answer

You may use the following in your 
answer:

• Archduke Franz Ferdinand
• Militarism 

You must also use information of 
your own. 

I strongly/partially agree/disagree that the main 
reason why World War One started was the Alliance 
system because…

From my own knowledge I know that…

This was important because…

In addition…

This meant that….

Therefore, World War One was started because of…

Write two paragraphs, one disagree and one agree 
paragraph.

Write two paragraphs, one disagree and one agree using 
detailed evidence in both paragraphs.

Write two paragraphs, one disagree and one agree using 
detailed evidence in both paragraphs. Add a judgement 
conclusion.



Give your partner a WWW 
and an EBI.

Give your partner a WWW 
and an EBI and add one 

more fact to their answer.
Give your partner a WWW 
and an EBI and challenge 

their ideas using a fact they 
have missed.

CHALLENGE: From this source, which country do you 
think is most responsible for a world war?

WWW:
You have made a clear point to 

agree/disagree with the 
statement.

You have explained how the 
Schlieffen Plan worked.

You have explained how the 
alliance system worked.

You have explained the 
importance of the 

assassination of Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand.

You have explained how your 
point lead to World War One.

EBI:
You need to make a clear 

point to agree/disagree with 
the statement.

You need to explain how the 
Schlieffen Plan worked.

You need to explain how the 
alliance system worked.

You need to explain the 
importance of the 

assassination of Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand.

You need to explain how your 
point lead to World War One.
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