
1) Correct the following statements:
• Paper 1 is worth 60 marks
• Paper 2 is worth more than Paper 1
• Paper 1, Question 2 is the structure question
• Paper 2, Question 2 requires us to analyse language
• Section B of both papers takes 20 minutes

2) Dirty 30 recall – how many can you recall? How many can you use? How 
many can you spell correctly?

The Monkey’s Paw



LO: To revise key messages and approaches to 
Paper 1 questions.
To practise AO2 analysis.

Key messages that you need to remember!

1) The fetch/retrieval questions will ask you to FETCH a quote, or select the correct 
answer – never explain!

2) Use the space; an A4 side of space means you are expected to write that much!

3) Check whether you are being asked to write about Language or Structure.

4) Focus on the difference between AO2 and AO4. Analyse Vs Evaluate.

5) The effect on the reader is the most important part of your answer.

6) Plan for Q5 – content but also how you’re going to present it – vocab, techniques, 
punctuation etc.



Read the text
• You should by now know what the questions are 

going to ask of you.

• You know you’re going to be asked a structure 
question so try find the shifts in focus/mood/tone as 
you read it. 

• Make a mark where they are so you can come back 
to them later. 



Question 1
5 minutes

List 4 things

Make sure they meet the focus of the question

Focus on set lines

Paraphrase or quote

Full sentences

Don’t over complicate

Don’t miss the obvious!



Possible answers:

He went down in the darkness, and felt his way to the parlour, and then to the 
mantelpiece. The monkey’s paw was in its place, and a horrible fear that the unspoken 
wish might bring his mutilated son before him before he could escape from the room 
seized upon him, and he caught his breath as he found that he had lost the direction of 
the door. His brow cold with sweat, he felt his way round the table, and groped along the 
wall until he found himself in the small passage with the dreadful thing in his hand. 
Even his wife's face seemed changed as he entered the room. It was white and expectant, 
and to his fears seemed to have an unnatural look upon it. He was afraid of her.

Read again the first paragraph, beginning: “he went down 
in the darkness…”.
List four things which suggest the man is frightened from 
this part of the Source. [4 marks]
1______________________________________________________
2______________________________________________________
3______________________________________________________
4 
______________________________________________________



Question 2 - 10 minutes
Language

Set lines

Highlight the interesting words/phrases

3 – 4 paragraphs

Make sure they are focused on the question

Focus on methods – language at word level; language techniques

Use terminology

Mention the reader in every paragraph

Zoom in

 It also shows

Perceptive comments – link to bigger ideas



Reading the Extract

Read

Find the section for the language 
question.

Find your evidence

Annotate 



How does the writer use language to create 
suspense in lines 38 – 57? You could include the writer’s choice of:

• Words and phrases
• Language features and techniques
• Sentence forms.
[8 marks]

Look again at the following description:

She ran to the door, but her husband was before her, and catching her by the arm, held her tightly. "What are you going to do?" he 
whispered hoarsely.

"It's my boy; it's Herbert!" she cried, struggling mechanically. "I forgot it was two miles away. What are you holding me for? Let go. I 
must open the door."
"For God's sake, don't let it in," cried the old man trembling.
"You're afraid of your own son," she cried, struggling. "Let me go. I'm coming, Herbert; I'm coming."

There was another knock, and another. The old woman with a sudden wrench broke free and ran from the room. Her husband 
followed to the landing, and called after her appealingly as she hurried downstairs. He heard the chain rattle back and the bottom 
bolt drawn slowly and stiffly from the socket. Then the old woman's voice, strained and panting.

"The bolt," she cried loudly. "Come down. I can't reach it."

But her husband was on his hands and knees groping wildly on the floor in search of the paw. If he could only find it before the thing 
outside got in. A series of deafening knocks echoed through the house, and he heard the scraping of a chair as his wife put it down in 
the passage against the door. 



Teacher select suitable slides for 
class



Task 1: Read the lines given to 
you:

Task 2: Find and label any 
elements of language you can 

see – can you add any 
effect/analysis? 

Task 3: Plan your analytical 
answer in the table provided to 

organise your thoughts. 

RESPONDING TO QUESTION 2 – LANGUAGE 
ANALYSIS



Method:

Quote:

Analysis:

Method:

Quote:

Analysis:

Method:

Quote:

Analysis:

Method:

Quote:

Analysis:



Let’s explore the text…

ANNOTATE 
• Can you circle all the words and 

phrases that have been specifically 
chosen to create suspense? 

• Are they presented as frightened?
• How do you think the writer 

manipulates the writing to make us feel 
uneasy?

• Which elements of the section are most 
relevant (think judiciously)?

• What specific effects might these 
elements have on the reader? 

• THINK HARD: do the sentences 
help to build suspense? 



How does the writer use language here to create 
suspense for the reader?

• Expected 
• Read the extract . 

• Highlight and label any word 
classes  or short phrases that 
contribute to the suspense. 

• In another colour highlight 
and label any devices that the 
writer uses. 

• In a final colour highlight the 
sentence forms used to help 
showcase the suspense.

• Challenge 
1. For each word, device or 

sentence highlighted, 
annotate the connotations 
created. 

2. Cluster similar types of 
words, devices or sentences 
together and annotate what 
you think their overall 
effects are.

3. Does the intensity of 
suspense shift or develop? 
How does the language help 
reflect this?



WhisperedCatching

Wildly
Strained

Trembling
Struggling Cried

Hoarsely

• What does it mean?
• What does it suggest?
• Why might a writer choose it?



8 Marks
10 Minutes

• You must focus on the effect of the 
language.  What impact does it have 
on the reader?

• Select quotations with precision –
zoom in on the impact of specific 
words.

• Pay attention to the section of the 
extract you have been asked to read.

Emotive language Metaphor Personification Noun (Dynamic) Verb

Semantic field Simile Asyndetic list Adjective Adverb

Method

Evidence

Explanation

1) Use your opening sentence to refer to 
a method the author has used.

2) Select a quotation from the text –
pick out a key quotation.

3) Analyse the meanings and 
connotations within the quotation – this 
should be the longest part of the 
paragraph.

How does the writer use language to 
create suspense in lines 38 – 57? (8 

marks).



Question 2 – Language (three to four paragraphs)

The writer uses the phrase__________ to suggest____________.  As readers 
this creates the image of________for us because_________. It also shows/zoom 
in__________

Quote
Phrases
Verb
Metaphor
Simile
Adjective
Onomatopoeia
Personification
Adverb
Noun
Hyperbole

This suggests
This highlights
This connotes
This implies
This portrays
This shows
This exemplifies
This illustrates

This would affect the 
reader because…
This creates a sense 
of… 
This is effective 
because…
Gives the impression 
of…
This makes the reader 
feel…



Question 2 – Language (three to four paragraphs)

The writer uses the phrase__________ to suggest____________.  As readers 
this creates the image of________for us because_________. It also shows/zoom 
in__________

Quote
Phrases
Verb
Metaphor
Simile
Adjective
Onomatopoeia
Personification
Adverb
Noun
Hyperbole

This suggests
This highlights
This connotes
This implies
This portrays
This shows
This exemplifies
This illustrates

This would affect the 
reader because…
This creates a sense 
of… 
This is effective 
because…
Gives the impression 
of…
This makes the reader 
feel…



11a1 Class model
• The writer uses a series of 
verbs, such as “ran” and 
“hurried” to create suspense. 
These make the reader 
imagine a scene of panic in 
which these characters are 
worried and anxious about 
what is occurring. It also 
creates for the reader 
suspense as they are unsure 
as to what is happening with 
these characters too.

Method

Evidence

Explanation

1) Use your opening sentence to refer to 
a method the author has used.

2) Select a quotation from the text –
pick out a key quotation.

3) Analyse the meanings and 
connotations within the quotation – this 
should be the longest part of the 
paragraph.



11b3 Class model
• The writer uses the adverbs
“frantically” and “wildly” to 
connote tension for the reader
that the characters are 
experiencing too. Both words 
depict a fast pace, presenting the 
characters as panicked and 
distressed, amidst the chaos of 
the scene. This is full of 
suspense because it describes 
lots of fast, uncontrolled actions 
therefore the reader can imagine 
how tense this moment is.

Method

Evidence

Explanation

1) Use your opening sentence to refer to 
a method the author has used.

2) Select a quotation from the text –
pick out a key quotation.

3) Analyse the meanings and 
connotations within the quotation – this 
should be the longest part of the 
paragraph.



8 Marks
10 Minutes

• You must focus on the effect of the 
language.  What impact does it have 
on the reader?

• Select quotations with precision –
zoom in on the impact of specific 
words.

• Pay attention to the section of the 
extract you have been asked to read.

Emotive language Metaphor Personification Noun (Dynamic) Verb

Semantic field Simile Asyndetic list Adjective Adverb

Method

Evidence

Explanation

1) Use your opening sentence to refer to 
a method the author has used.

2) Select a quotation from the text –
pick out a key quotation.

3) Analyse the meanings and 
connotations within the quotation – this 
should be the longest part of the 
paragraph.

How does the writer use language to 
create suspense in lines 38 – 57? (8 

marks).



Have you made 
a range of clear 

points about 
the language 
techniques 

used? 

Have you 
included a 

range of 
quotations?

Have you tried 
to develop a 

range of 
interpretations 

of the 
language?

Have you 
explained the 
effect of the 

language 
techniques on 

the reader?

/8 Language Paper 1 –
Language

Level 4

Detailed, 
perceptive 

analysis

7 – 8 marks

Analysis of effect of language.
Judicious range of textual references/quotes.

Sophisticated and accurate use of subject 
terminology.

Level 3

Clear, relevant 
explanation

5 – 6 marks

Clear explanations of effect of language.
Range of textual references/quotes.

Clear and accurate use of subject terminology.

Level 2

Some 
understanding 
and comment

3 – 4 marks

Attempts to comment on the effect of language.

Selects some appropriate references/quotes.

Some use of subject terminology, mainly 
appropriately.

Level 1

Simple, limited 
comment

1 – 2 marks

Simple comment on the effect of language.
Selects simple references/quotes.

Simple use of subject terminology, not always 
appropriately.



Question 3 - 10 minutes
 10 minutes

 Structure

 Zoom out – look at the whole text.

 May help to summarise each paragraph with one word/phrase to see shifts in focus

 3 – 4 paragraphs

 Focus on structural techniques and their effect

 Beginning > Middle > End

 Use buzzwords help sheet

 Mention the reader in every paragraph

 It also shows

 Perceptive comments – link to bigger ideas

 Consider contrasts and HL techniques



Read the extract. 
In what order do these events occur.

Challenge: Explain why.
Mr White goes down 
into the darkness

Mr White becomes 
afraid of the wish

Mr White loses 
direction of the door

Mr White goes back 
downstairs for a 
candle

Mrs White 
waits at the 
window

Mrs White 
demands the wish

The candle burns 
creating shadows

Mr White wishes his 
son alive

Mr White creeps back to 
bed after he realises he 
might not have worked

Mr White is 
afraid of 
Mrs White

Mrs White’s face 
becomes white 
and expectant

There’s a knock 
at the door



Mr White goes down 
into the darkness

Mrs White 
demands the wish

Mr White loses 
direction of the door

Mrs White’s face 
becomes white 
and expectant

Mr White is 
afraid of 
Mrs White

Mr White wishes his 
son alive

The candle burns 
creating shadows

Mr White creeps back to 
bed after he realises he 
might not have worked

Mrs White 
waits at the 
window

Mr White goes back 
downstairs for a 
candle

There’s a knock 
at the door

Mr White becomes 
afraid of the wish



Life after death

• In the text, the 
couple are trying to 
bring their son 
back to life.

• What are our 
thoughts/beliefs on 
what happens when 
someone passes 
away?

• What are the beliefs 
in other cultures 
and religions?

Start the discussion:
• I believe that...
• In my opinion...
• One argument may be that...
• I’d like to make the point that…

Agree:
• I support your point because…
• Your opinion is reasonable 

because...
• I agree with your statement 

because...
• Your argument is a valid one 

because...

Build:
• Building on what... said...
• In addition to ...’s statement...
• I agree with your point, but 

should add that…
• Your argument is a good one, 

however it needs...

Challenge:
• This opinion could be questioned

because…
• My own view is contrasting with 

yours because...
• I would like to challenge your 

argument because...
• I disagree with your statement for a 

number of reasons...



Question 3
• Recall the BUZZ words needed to answer the structure question.

• Read the extract again. Annotate for STRUCTURE!

• 5 minutes



Remind me of what we need to 
remember:
• Q3:

• You now need to think about the whole source.

• How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader?

• You could write about:

• What the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning of the source

• How and why the writer changes this focus as the source develops

• Any other structural features that interest you.

• [8 marks]

Step 1: Work out what is 
happening. (Write in margin)

Step 2: Effect – why has the writer 
made these choices?

Step 3: Terminology



Structure
• Listen to me read the article to you again.

• Mark down where and when the shifts in 
focus/perspective occur.



Structure
• Listen to me read the article to you again.

• Mark down where and when the shifts in focus/perspective occur.

• Discuss, in groups, and annotate:
 The focus at the beginning – setting? Mood? Perspective?
 How this changes and/or develops
 How does the text end – why?
 What is the narrative perspective?
 Are there any other structural techniques being used? Use the prompt if 

needed.

Remember to consider:
• How structure is used

• Why it is used 
• The effects on the 

reader!



Structure

Step 1: what is happening. Write in 
margin

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.



Structure

Step 2: effect – why has the writer made these choices?

Choose 4 to explain.

1.

2.

3.

4.



Step 3 - Structure Terminology

• at first

• then

• at this point

• narrows down

• now

• focuses

• the author then 
introduces

• finally

• wide view

• eventually

• the author goes back 
to

• changes the scene to

• shifts away from

• Location

• Setting

• Protagonist

• 1st/2nd/3rd person 
narration

• Unreliable/omniscient 
narrator

• Introduction

• Conclusion

• Chronological

• Climactic moment

• Flashbacks/Flashforw
ard

• Foreshadow

• Repetition

• Repeated motif



Structure – Feedback for Class Plan 
Beginning – focus on the man and his fear
3rd person perspective – 2 characters’ feelings
Dialogue – short, clipped, staccato, exclamatory
Focus narrows to the candle and it goes out
Repetition of darkness
Ending – much calmer – contrast to chaos throughout.

Complete your planning grid



Method:

Quote:

Analysis:

Method:

Quote:

Analysis:

Method:

Quote:

Analysis:

Method:

Quote:

Analysis:



Underline all three steps written in this answer

The narrative begins with a description of the protagonist searching his 
living room, in darkness, trying to locate the monkey's paw. The author 
focuses on Mr. White's terrifying fear that his "mutilated son" might 
appear in front of him before he could escape the room if he wishes him 
alive again. This is effective because it creates tension for the reader as 
we question why is the man so scared.

The narrative perspective then shifts with the use of dialogue…



Your turn:
• Q3:

• You now need to think about the whole
source.

• How has the writer structured the text 
to interest you as a reader?

• You could write about:

• What the writer focuses your attention 
on at the beginning of the source

• How and why the writer changes this 
focus as the source develops

• Any other structural features that 
interest you.

• [8 marks]

• The narrative begins with ... ... ... and the 
author describes ... ... ...

• The focus then shifts to ... ... ... and the 
purpose of the dialogue .. .. 

• The author begins to develop tension when 
... ... ...

• The tension is heightened by the use of 
dialogue which is ... ... ...

• The narrative reaches its climax with an 
interesting structural device ... ...



Question 3 – Structure (three to four paragraphs)

At the start of the extract, the writer focuses our attention on_______  to suggest____________.  I think 
this is effective because________. 

In the middle of the extract the writer uses _______ to suggest_________. I think this is effective 
because_____.

Towards the end of the extract the writer uses ________ to suggest________.  I think this is effective 
because_______.

Beginning
Middle
End
Shift in focus
Narrative perspective
Flashback / Flashforward
Dialogue
Cliffhanger
Juxtaposition/paradox
Foreshadowing
Linear narrative / non-
Linear narrative 

Suggests
Highlight
Connotes
Implies
Portraying
Showing
This exemplifies
This illustrates

This would affect the reader 
because…
This creates a sense of… 
This is effective because…
Gives the impression of…
This makes the reader feel…



It is not ok to just 
identify different 
structural features… 
you must analyse what 
effect these have on 
the reader. 

You will need to analyse a 
minimum of 4 quotations to 
be able to hit this level.

Ideally you want to include 4-
6 quotations.

You must use subject 
terminology, otherwise 
you cannot get above 
2marks.

Why does the 
bigger picture 

matter? 

This is what the 
examiner is 
looking for! 

Peer Assessment 



Question 4 - Evaluate

“The parents are ridiculous.”

AGREE DISAGREE WHY?

LO: To be critical and evaluative in our response.



Discuss ‘The Bigger Picture’:

1. Are we a society 
that believes in 
superstition?

2. Can the actions of a 
grieving 
person/parent ever 
be excusable no 
matter what? Why 
or why not?

3. What possible 
statements can you 
think of that could 
be used as opinions 
to argue? Create 
your own Q4s.

Start the discussion:
• I believe that...
• In my opinion...
• One argument may be that...
• I’d like to make the point that…

Agree:
• I support your point because…
• Your opinion is reasonable 

because...
• I agree with your statement 

because...
• Your argument is a valid one 

because...

Build:
• Building on what... said...
• In addition to ...’s statement...
• I agree with your point, but 

should add that…
• Your argument is a good one, 

however it needs...

Challenge:
• This opinion could be questioned

because…
• My own view is contrasting with 

yours because...
• I would like to challenge your 

argument because...
• I disagree with your statement for a 

number of reasons...



Question 4 – Evaluate 20 marks
• 25 minutes – do a brief plan!

• 5 – 6 paragraphs

• Identify opinion (s) from the question

• Always agree and say why

• Find evidence to show we agree

• Explain why that quote helps us agree 

• PECS 

• Use the words from the question

• Analyse writer’s methods in that quote (AO2)

• Zoom in

• Link back to question/argument



1) Agree with the 
statement

2) First reason for 
agreeing

3) Quotation 
(integrated) to prove 

that you agree
4) Effect and 
evaluation of 

language (PECS)
5) Agree with 

statement once more

Question 4 Evaluation 

20 marks
25 minutes

What is the 5 point structure 
you’ve been taught for this 

question?

P

E

C

S
ALWAYS AGREE
It is much easier to 

find things that 
SUPPORT the 

statement. 

CONSTANT 
REFERENCE TO 

QUESTION
Use the words from 

the question 
constantly

Integrate PECS at 
every available 

opportunity to show 
you are 

EVALUATING 
language 



Q4:   Focus this part of your answer from line 24 to the end of the extract. A 
student, having read this part of the text said: “The writer makes this moment 
of the story very dramatic.”

To what extent do you agree? 

In your response, you should:

• Write about the way that the writer increases the tension

• Evaluate how the writer makes this a dramatic moment

• Support your opinions with quotations from the text

[20 marks] 

Why do you think this 
question is worth so 
many marks? What’s 

different about 
examiner’s 

expectations?



How might we re-word the question in 
our writing? 
“This moment is dramatic…”
• …tense

• …full of action

• …intense

• …suspenseful 

• … fast paced

• …gripping

• …thrilling

• …vivid



Q4 
Approach Read again the lines referred to in 

the extract

Annotate quotations – ensure all 
quotes selected link to the 

STATEMENT

Locate METHODS – HOW has the 
writer created these impressions 

(use of specific lexis or 
writing/structural techniques?)

Ensure methods and effects 
located SUPPORT the statement 

for your AGREE point of view 
(PECS to evaluate!)



On the following slides are 3 quotations I have 
selected – please explode them with PECS and 

EFFECT in response to the Q4. 

‘a stair creaked, 
and a squeaky 
mouse scurried 
noisily through 

the wall.’

DramaticDramatic



On the following slides are 3 quotations I have 
selected – please explode them with PECS and 

EFFECT in response to the Q4. 

‘ “For God’s 
sake, don’t let it 

in,” cried the 
old man, 

trembling.’

DramaticDramatic



On the following slides are 3 quotations I have 
selected – please explode them with PECS and 

EFFECT in response to the Q4. 

‘her husband 
was on his 
hands and 

knees groping 
wildly on the 

floor’

DramaticDramatic



On the following slides are 3 quotations I have 
selected – please explode them with PECS and 

EFFECT in response to the Q4. 

‘a long, loud 
wail of 

disappointment 
and misery 

from his wife’

DramaticDramatic



‘a long, loud wail of disappointment and misery 
from his wife’







1) Agree with the 
statement

2) First reason for 
agreeing

3) Quotation 
(integrated) to prove 

that you agree
4) Effect and 

evaluation of language 
(PECS)

5) Agree with 
statement once more

Model – 11a1

I would certainly agree that this moment is 
very dramatic as the writer creates tension 
between the two characters. The scene is 
clearly very quiet as the man and woman can 
hear a mouse that “scurried” and a “creaky 
stair”. The writer purposefully describes these 
to make the scene dramatic as these are 
usually very quiet sounds and unnoticeable 
but because, along with the characters, the 
reader is expecting something to happen, it is 
certainly successful in being dramatic.

Your turn…



Question 4 – Evaluate (four to six paragraphs)

1) Agree with the statement
2) First reason for agreeing
3) Quotation (integrated) to prove that you agree
4) Effect and evaluation of language (PECS)
5) Agree with statement once more

Purposely
Effectively
Clearly
Successfully
Intentionally
Consciously
Deliberately

Quote
Phrases
Verb
Metaphor
Simile
Adjective
Onomatopoeia
Personification
Adverb
Noun
Hyperbole

Q4:   Focus this part of your 
answer from line 24 to the end of 
the extract. A student, having read 
this part of the text said: “The 
writer makes this moment of the 
story very dramatic.”

To what extent do you agree? 

In your response, you should:

• Write about the way that 
the writer increases the tension

• Evaluate how the writer 
makes this a dramatic moment

• Support your opinions 
with quotations from the text

[20 marks] 



Mark scheme

Can you green pen a brief EBI?  

Self assessment is key! 



Lit Recall
Task 1

Describe the character of Mrs Johnstone. 
Challenge – Use quotes!

Task 2
Explain the significance of Mrs Johnstone, in 
detail.
Challenge – Use quotes!

Paper 1 Section B
LO: To hone and develop our Paper 1 writing skills.



This question will always follow the same format in that:

• it will provide a context for the students with real audience, form and purpose 
• it will provide a choice from two prompts 
• it will use bold text to set out the task 
• it will always provide at least one visual and one written stimulus 
• it will focus on description, and or narrative writing in keeping with the identity of 
the paper 
• it will always be related to the theme of the reading stimulus. 

The choice of task will randomly change: 

• sometimes a choice of description or narration tasks 
• sometimes a choice of two description tasks
• sometimes a choice of two narration tasks.

Remember



Creative Writing Secret 7

• Detailed descriptions – saying a lot about a little

• Higher level vocabulary

• Language techniques and devices

• Accurate use of basic punctuation

• Higher level punctuation

• Variety of sentence lengths and structures

• Paragraphs – accurate and unusual



‘so that is who the 
writer writes for: the 
reader’

Margaret Atwood
What does this 

mean?
Everything you do in Section B must be for a 

reason. Think about the effect you want to have on 
your reader. Use everything you have analysed in 
Section A to create similar (or different) effects!



5. Your school or college is asking students to contribute some creative 
writing for its website.
Either: Write a narrative suggested by this picture:
Or: Describe an occasion where you were scared or worried about something



Let’s develop our vocabulary -
Semantic Maps

Developing vocabulary is not just about ‘thinking of a different word’ or 
‘thinking of a bigger word’. We need to think of layers of vocabulary. 
Ready? 
What words would you use to describe the picture? What words could you 
magpie from section A?



Let’s develop our vocabulary -
Semantic Maps

DARKNESS

HOPE

EERIE

LIGHT BLEAK

DEPRESSED

OPPORTUNITY

ANXIOUS

DESOLATE



Can you create a semantic map for 
each of the separate sections?

USE A THESAURUS 
TO HELP IF YOU 
NEED ONE!



How do we develop detail?

Adjectives Nouns Verbs Adverbs



Adjectives Nouns Verbs Adverbs
Silent echoed eerily
Empty emptiness
Yawning Darkness

Moon Waited silently
Pathway

I could see the moon.

 Add a PHRASE at the beginning of the 
sentence.

 Add an ADJECTIVE before the NOUN



Adjectives Nouns Verbs Adverbs
Silent echoed eerily
Empty emptiness
Yawning Darkness

Moon Waited silently
Pathway

I could see the moon.

At the end of the pathway I could see the 
yawning emptiness of the moon



Adjectives Nouns Verbs Adverbs
Silent echoed eerily
Empty emptiness
Yawning Darkness

Moon Waited silently
Pathway

I could hear screams in the distance.

 Add a phrase at the beginning
 Add adjective phrase before ‘screams’



Adjectives Nouns Verbs Adverbs
Silent echoed eerily
Empty emptiness
Yawning Darkness

Moon Waited silently
Pathway

I could hear screams in the distance.

From the edge of the pathway, I could 
hear the distant echo of screams that 
had long departed.



Adjectives Nouns Verbs Adverbs
Silent echoed eerily
Empty emptiness
Yawning Darkness

Moon Waited silently
Pathway
posters

At the end of the pathway, I 
could see the yawning emptiness 
of the moon. In the silence I 
waited, rooted to the grey 
concrete in fear of the darkness 
up ahead.



Creating Imagery –
Language Techniques

Simile or Metaphor?

Her eyes shone like diamonds.

Her eyes were diamonds.

Write your own versions based on the picture 
opposite



The sun is like 
a ball, yellow 
and shining.

The sun is like a pool of golden snakes 
glistening in the sky, slithering in 
circles.

How do we create a specific 
effect?



How do we create a specific effect?

1. The boss’s words were crystal clear.
2. She was as white as a ghost.
3. He was a man mountain.
4. The baby was an octopus grabbing 

everything.
5. The bar of soap was like a slippery eel.
6. He was as busy as a beaver.
7. She was brave like a lion.
8. The screaming noise was a knife in my 

ears.
9. The thunder beat across the sky like a 

drum.
10. The rain was ice trickling down my face.

PREDICTABLE vs EFFECTIVE (WHAT SPECIFIC IMAGE DO YOU 
WANT YOUR READER TO HAVE?)



Can you create EFFECTIVE imagery for each 
of the separate sections?



Sentence 
Variety 
• How would you 
improve the 
following 
sentences?

• The man ran away.

• It was dark and scary.

• A dog barked.

• The man fell.

• The man walked along the path.

• The man was worried.



You need to vary your sentence types

MINOR SIMPLE COMPOUND COMPLEX COMPOUND-
COMPLEX

He screamed. He began to 
shake.

The man was 
absolutely 
terrified but he 
didn’t want to 
show it.

Though he was 
terrified, he 
still pressed on 
with his 
journey.

Though the 
man preferred 
the safety of 
his own home, 
he decided to 
continue 
ahead, and he 
grew 
increasingly 
worried.

MULTI-CLAUSE

With regards to his  actions, if the man continued to walk down the 
pathway shivering and shaking, with the single tear running down 
his cheek, and a limp to his right foot revealing his weakness, he  
must  be prepared, at least, to face fear and fight for his life.

Simple sentences: slow 
and impactful
Compound sentences: 
add a little detail
Complex sentences: fast 
pace and detailed



Let’s vary our sentence types

YOUR 
SENTENCE 

HERE



One big thing is your sentence 
starters – you must vary them!

Start with a noun and adjective: Black smoke poured from... Terror consumed me... Icy air assaulted my ears...  
Start sentences with past participle verbs (they end with ing): Sobbing, I clutched... Hating every second, I... Beating the door, he...  
Start sentences with verbs:  Gripped by panic, I... Annoyed by the constant dripping sound, I...  
Personification can create atmosphere: Mist strangled the innocent air... The candle flame danced seductively... Pink clouds hugged the 
twilight sky...  
Metaphors and similes introduce poetic elements into a description or narrative: A torrent of bodies gushed from the school building. Home 
time!  
Alliteration allows you to draw attention to a sound, moment, character or scene: A hooded figure flitted across the shadowy street...Write the 
subject first, followed by the verb: Weeds are important too because birds eat the seeds 
.Reverse the sentence to begin with the dependent adverbial clause: Because birds eat the seeds, weeds are important too. 
Begin a sentence with an infinitive phrase used as an adjective: To get a head start, he arrived 20 minutes early. 
Use an infinitive phrase as a subject: To get a head start was his goal. 
Begin a sentence with a prepositional phrase and end it with the subject: From out of nowhere came a loud shriek. 
Begin a sentence with an adjective: Sad about being alone in the house, the puppy lay down and waited by the front door. 
Begin with an adverb: Regretfully, I will not be able to attend the wedding. 

                
                 

         
              
           

                
            

               
              

            
            

             
            

               
         
          



One big thing is your sentence starters –
you must vary them!

                   
                      
                 

                  
   

                     
  

                      
               

                   
                     

               
                     
                       
              

Begin with an "ing" participial phrase: Muttering to himself, the old man shuffled throughout the house 
An "ed" participial phrase: Angered by the long wait, I slammed the phone down on the receiver 
A transitional word: Finally, we found the lost keys. 
An appositive: An obedient child, Samantha turned off the light and went to sleep. 
An adverb – Quickly they ran for the nearest cave.  
Prepositional phrase acting as an adjective – In the pantry, the bread looked old and mouldy. 
A Participle – Gone was the one person who believed him.  
Past participle phrase – Finished with his work, Doug played a rough game of football. 
Present participial phrase – Taking a short-cut, Mel soon reached his humble, brick home. 
Infinitive as the subject – To lose was not his first fear. 
Gerund as the subject – Debating his friend was his favourite pastime. 
Adverbial clause – When the dog arrived, the boy ran to greet him. 
Noun clause – How to avoid doing his chores puzzled the boy. 
Absolute phrase – His painting completed, he went with his parents to the hockey game. 
Interjection – Phew! That was a close call!  
Transitional word – Rather, they needed to gain a yard. 



Let’s vary our sentence starters:

YOUR 
SENTENCE 

HERE



Sentence 
Variety 
• NOW, how 
would you 
improve the 
following 
sentences?

• The man ran away.

• It was dark and scary.

• A dog barked.

• The man fell.

• The man walked along the path.

• The man was worried.



Can you create EFFECTIVE and VARIED sentences 
and sentence starts for each of the separate sections?



Punctuation is so important!
• We’re going to learn to cut and paste kids.
• Let’s eat grandma.
• A woman without her man is nothing.
• Toilet only for disabled elderly pregnant children.
• Please use caution when hunting pedestrians using walk trails.
• Unable to eat diarrhoea.



Punctuation Personalities
The fierce winds battered my face as I 
staggered along gazing at the brilliant 
blue of the night sky the thunderous 
sound of the ocean in the distance 
crushing against the multitudes of 
worn-down pebbles was lulling me into 
a state of hypnotic reassurance almost 
asleep I was shocked awake again by 
the unpleasant sensation of chilliness 
on my shoulder this soon became 
accompanied by a startling light I 
looked up the scoundrel responsible 
was glaring down at me burning with 
rage and waiting to pounceto



How would you punctuate to slow down/speed 
up/create tension/tell a secret/add extra 
information?

The fierce winds battered my face as I staggered along gazing at 
the brilliant blue of the night sky the thunderous sound of the 
ocean in the distance crushing against the multitudes of worn-
down pebbles was lulling me into a state of hypnotic 
reassurance almost asleep I was shocked awake again by the 
unpleasant sensation of chilliness on my shoulder this soon 
became accompanied by a startling light I looked up the 
scoundrel responsible was glaring down at me burning with 
rage and waiting to pounceto



Paragraphs…

Sh
ap

e 
1

Sh
ap

e 
2

Which of these text shapes is more inviting? Which do you 
want to read?



Can you draft a paragraph focusing on all the 
skills you have developed so far?



5. Your school or college is asking students to contribute some creative 
writing for its website.
Either: Write a narrative suggested by this picture:
Or: Describe an occasion where you were scared or worried about something

Time to 
plan



Planning your response
PARAGRAPH 1
PANORAMIC

PARAGRAPH 5
ZOOM IN 

PARAGRAPH 2
ZOOM IN

PARAGRAPH 6 – One Line

PARAGRAPH 7
ZOOM IN 

PARAGRAPH 3 – One line

PARAGRAPH 4
ZOOM IN

PARAGRAPH 8
PANORAMIC WITH A CHANGE

E.G



Openings



Story 
Beginnings

Start in the 
middle of 
something

Use direct 
speech

Start with 
something 
very odd

Make your 
reader 
laugh

Talk to your 
reader: use 
first person 
narrative

Shock your 
reader

Create a 
very clear 

picture

Create a 
tense 

atmosphere



Endings



Story 
Endings

Circular 
ending

Surprise 
ending/twis

t
Lesson or 

moral 
ending

Make your 
reader 
laugh

Reflection 
ending

Cliff-hanger

Dialogue 
ending

Question 
ending



Write your opening and your ending!
• Detailed descriptions –

saying a lot about a little

• Higher level vocabulary

• Language techniques and 
devices

• Accurate use of basic 
punctuation

• Higher level punctuation

• Variety of sentence 
lengths and structures

• Paragraphs – accurate 
and unusual



Have a go at using the skill 
descriptors for AO5 AND AO6 to 

determine which band your 
paragraph sits in so far… 







Green pen for growth
Label your response with all of the awesome things you did 

within your writing. 

- Where did you meet the Secret 7? 

- Where did you WOW with your vocab? 

- Where did you use dashes and semicolons? 

- Create a WWW and an EBI based on the mark scheme and your 
labelled positives…

- What might you’ve missed? 

- What could you have done better next time? 

- Where could there have been a semicolon?
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