
Brain in Gear 

Slavery

Describe one feature of a slave auction.

Give two facts about the Middle Passage.

Describe two parts of the Slave Trade Triangle.

Describe two suspects for Jack the Ripper.

Explain two problems in England during the time of Jack the Ripper.

Why do some people think Cromwell was a hero?
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Title: What was life like on a plantation?

Take an 
active role 

in team 
work.

Learning 
focus:

-Describe what 
life was like on 
a plantation. 

-Compare and 
contrast the 
experiences of 
slaves and 
masters. FIND the key words in the learning objective.

EXPLORE the meaning of key words. 
HOW will you achieve this?

Collect facts about life on a plantation. Use 
sources to describe life on a plantation.

Collect facts about different parts of life 
on a plantation. Use sources to explain life 

on a plantation.
Collect facts about different aspects of 

plantation life and explain life for a master 
and slave.

ALL FBV (or 
lack of!)



Slave Plantation

The senses task

1) Hear 2) see

3) Smell 4) Touch/feel

5) taste

As we watch this 
video try to make 

notes on the 
experiences of a 

slave.

Make an extra section 
of your mind map to 
explain which aspect 
of the auction was the 
most cruel.

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize
/clips/zn64q6f



We are going to look at some evidence about slave life.

In pairs use the sources to fill out the table.
Evidence 1 Evidence 2

Cotton

Life

Work

Punishment

CHALLENGE:

“The worst aspect 
of Slave Life was 
their appalling 

living conditions”

Do you agree? 
Why / Why not?

Look at evidence 1 and answer the 
questions in notes.

Look at evidence 1 and 2 and answer 
the questions in notes.

Look at evidence 1 and 2 and explain 
what they tell you about life on a 

plantation.



Evidence 1 Evidence 2

Cotton The amount of cotton being produced in 
America grew massively between 1800-
1860
More slaves were needed

Life

Work

Punishment

CHALLENGE:

“The worst aspect 
of Slave Life was 
their appalling 

living conditions”

Do you agree? 
Why / Why not?

Look at evidence 1 and answer the 
questions in notes.

Look at evidence 1 and 2 and answer 
the questions in notes.

Look at evidence 1 and 2 and explain 
what they tell you about life on a 

plantation.



Check your answers, did you get the same as 
me?

Evidence 1 Evidence 2

Cotton Cotton was a really big, important part of 
America

4 million slaves worked on 
cotton

Life Slaves live in huts with no furniture Families could be separated

Work 18 hours days, including pregnant women and 
children

Picking and cleaning cotton
was long, hard work

Punishment It was legal to hurt or even kill slaves. Women were whipped even if 
they were pregnant



Title: What was life like on a plantation?

Take an 
active role 

in team 
work.

Learning 
focus:

-Describe what 
life was like on 
a plantation. 

-Compare and 
contrast the 
experiences of 
slaves and 
masters. FIND the key words in the learning objective.

EXPLORE the meaning of key words. 
HOW will you achieve this?

Collect facts about life on a plantation. Use 
sources to describe life on a plantation.

Collect facts about different parts of life 
on a plantation. Use sources to explain life 

on a plantation.
Collect facts about different aspects of 

plantation life and explain life for a master 
and slave.

ALL FBV (or 
lack of!)



What can you learn 
from Source A 

about plantation 
owners attitudes 
to their slaves? 

Still need help? Try these 
sentence starters:
-From Source A I can learn…
-In the source I can see…
-I also know…
-Some other examples are…

Need help? Think 
about which 2 
things owners may 
think about their 
slaves. 

Still STILL need 
help? Think about 
slavery key words like: 
property, plantation, 
abolition. 



Green pens at 
the ready!

Use the mark 
scheme to give 
your partner a 
mark out of 4.

Use the mark 
scheme to give 
them a WWW 

and EBI. 

Use the mark scheme 
and “need help” boxes 

to add more extra 
mark to your partner’s 

answer. 

CHALLENGE: Rewrite your own 
answer to gain 4 marks. 





Questions:
Look at this graph.

1. What does this graph show?

2. What happens to the 
production of cotton between 
1800 and 1860?

3. How is this linked to slavery?

Cotton Industry Evidence 1



Questions:
Look at this graph showing the numbers of slaves 

1. What does this graph show?

2. Why do you think there was 
such a big increase of slaves?

3. How would the increase in 
slaves affect cotton 
production?
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Cotton Industry Evidence 2



“We lived in a single room. Ten people, men women and children all living 
together like animals. We did not have beds, chairs or any furniture. We slept 
on the floor with only a single blanket for cover.” Josiah Henson (a slave)

Questions:

1. What is the condition of the slave 
house?

2. What does Josiah Henson say about 
his home?

3. Is there anything positive about this 
photo?

Slave Life Evidence 1



Slave families:

Laws in America did not protect families, and so husbands could be separated from their wives and children from their 
mothers. 

Some owners used this to control their slaves. If the slave was bad, her children could be sold to another farm. One 
woman lost seven of her children, all sold to different places as punishment. 

A study of slave records revealed that over 32 per cent of marriages were dissolved by masters as a result of slaves being 
sold away from the family home. 

Questions:

1. Why did they separate families?

2. How would this affect the slaves?

3. If you were a slave, would you want to get married or 
have children?

Slave Life Evidence 2



Work:

Being a field slave was not at all easy. A field slave worked from sunrise to sunset, but during harvest, they worked 
eighteen hours every day. 

Women field workers worked the same hours as men. Pregnant women were expected to work until the child was born, 
and after the child's birth the woman worked in the field with the child on her back. 

At about the age of twelve a child's work became almost the same as an adult's. Children as young as 6 worked in the 
fields!

Cotton Cultivation, U.S. South, 1875
Slave Work Evidence 1

Questions:

1. What hours did field slaves work?

2. Were women treated any differently?

3. What about the children?



A cotton gin and cotton. Slave Work Evidence 2

Questions:

1. What was hard about farming cotton?

2. What was the Cotton Gin?

3. Why did the Cotton Gin mean more slaves were 
needed?

Farming Cotton

To grow cotton took a great deal of work. First you have to pick the cotton, then you have to clean it. Picking and cleaning the 
cotton was very difficult and very slow. 

In 1773 the “Cotton Gin” was invented. This made cleaning the cotton incredibly easy – all you needed now was to pick as 
much cotton as possible!

This massively increased the demand for slaves. For example, in 1803 alone, over 20,000 slaves were being brought into 
Georgia and South Carolina to work in the cotton fields.



Punishment Evidence 1

Slave Punishment:

There were many punishments for slaves, including hanging, 
burning and being locked up. But the most common punishment 
was whipping. 

They were punished for even small things, some slaves were 
killed for being rude to a white person.

It was not illegal to hurt, or even kill a slave. This man was 
whipped so badly that he could not stand up for two months.

Questions:

1. What does this photograph show?

2. Why do you think slaves were punished so harshly?

3. What does this tell us about attitudes towards slaves?



Punishment Evidence 2

This is one punishment in 1825. A slave called Rosa was picking 
coffee but was finding it difficult, because she was heavily 
pregnant. 

The plantation manager thought the women were not working 
hard enough and ordered them all to be whipped and sent 
back to work. 

After being whipped Rosa gave birth, but her child was already 
dead.

Questions:

1. When and where is the event shown in this picture set?

2. Why is Rosa being whipped by another slave?

3. What makes Rosa’s story particularly shocking?
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