
What happened in Roswell in 1947?

On June 14th, 1947, farmer Mack Brazel noticed a strange wreckage in 
one of his fields, 30 miles to the north of Roswell Air Base. He didn’t 

think much of it and drove home. Two weeks later, on July 4th, he 
returned with his family to look at the wreckage again. He hid it under 
a bush and went back home. Two days after this he finally decided to 

report it to the police. The police sheriff immediately informed the 
army and the next day, July 7th, the army sent Major Jesse Marcel to 

investigate the wreckage. He locks down the area of the crash site and 
only allows army staff to see it. On the morning of the following day, 

June 8th, army press officer Lt. William Haut releases a press statement 
in which he claims the US Army had recovered a “flying disc”. Later that 
same day, the army calls a press conference. They show off parts of the 

wreckage and change their story, now calling it a crashed weather 
balloon. The local newspaper runs a story the next day with the 

headline ““Army Reveals It Has Flying Disc On Ranch In New Mexico”. 
Following this however, interest in the crash died away and for 30 years 

nobody seemed at all interested in the crash.

This changed in 1980 when a book titled “The Roswell Incident” was 
published. It contained interviews with 90 witnesses and strongly 

claimed that the crash was actually an alien UFO that the army covered 
up. This reignited interest in the crash and suddenly lots more people 

started saying they saw strange and unusual things. This led to another 
book being published in 1991 called “UFO Crash at Roswell” which 

included 100 new witness statements. During this time the official US 
Army response was that it was simply a weather balloon, but in 1994, 

following the end of the Cold War, the US Army declassified secret 
records relating to the case. They said that actually the crash was part 
of “Project Mogul”, a secret project to create military spy balloons that 
could fly over and photograph Russia during the Cold War, and that the 

wreckage was actually one of these secret spy balloons. 
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What happened in Roswell in 1947?

On June 14th, 1947, farmer Mack Brazel noticed a strange wreckage in 
one of his fields, 30 miles to the north of Roswell Air Base. He didn’t 

think much of it and drove home. Two weeks later, on July 4th, he 
returned with his family to look at the wreckage again. He hid it under 
a bush and went back home. Two days after this he finally decided to 

report it to the police. The police sheriff immediately informed the 
army and the next day, July 7th, the army sent Major Jesse Marcel to 

investigate the wreckage. He locks down the area of the crash site and 
only allows army staff to see it. On the morning of the following day, 

June 8th, army press officer Lt. William Haut releases a press statement 
in which he claims the US Army had recovered a “flying disc”. Later that 
same day, the army calls a press conference. They show off parts of the 

wreckage and change their story, now calling it a crashed weather 
balloon. The local newspaper runs a story the next day with the 

headline ““Army Reveals It Has Flying Disc On Ranch In New Mexico”. 
Following this however, interest in the crash died away and for 30 years 

nobody seemed at all interested in the crash.

This changed in 1980 when a book titled “The Roswell Incident” was 
published. It contained interviews with 90 witnesses and strongly 

claimed that the crash was actually an alien UFO that the army covered 
up. This reignited interest in the crash and suddenly lots more people 

started saying they saw strange and unusual things. This led to another 
book being published in 1991 called “UFO Crash at Roswell” which 

included 100 new witness statements. During this time the official US 
Army response was that it was simply a weather balloon, but in 1994, 

following the end of the Cold War, the US Army declassified secret 
records relating to the case. They said that actually the crash was part 
of “Project Mogul”, a secret project to create military spy balloons that 
could fly over and photograph Russia during the Cold War, and that the 

wreckage was actually one of these secret spy balloons. 

June 14th 1947 – Farmer Mack Brazel notices a strange wreckage in one of 
his fields 30 miles north of Roswell. 

July 4th 1947 – Mack Brazel returns to the wreckage with his family to look 
at the wreckage – he hides it under a bush.

July 6th 1947 –Mack Brazel reports the wreckage to the local police, who 
inform the army.

July 7th 1947 – The army sends Major Jesse Marcel to investigate the 
wreckage.

July 8th 1947 – Army press officer, Lt. William Haut, releases a press 
statement to the media saying that the army had recovered a “flying disc”.

July 8th 1947 – An army press conference is held. The army changes its 
story and says that it was a weather balloon that had crashed.

1980 – A book about the event called “The Roswell Incident” is published 
containing interviews with 90 witnesses who claim it was an alien UFO.

1991 – Another book called “UFO Crash at Roswell” is published, 
supposedly containing 100 new witnesses all saying it was an alien UFO.

1994 – Following the end of the Cold War, US military records are 
declassified. The crash is identified as part of “Project Mogul” and the army 
announce it was actually a military spy balloon. 

July 9th 1947 – The local newspaper front page reads “Army Reveals It Has 
Flying Disc On Ranch In New Mexico”. 
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