
Brain in Gear 

Weimar 
Germany 
Quick 6!

Name the two political houses in Germany. 

Describe the term proportional representation.

Describe one strength of the new German constitution. 

Describe one weakness of the new German constitution. 

Explain why the Kaiser abdicated. 

Explain the difference between the Reichstag and the Reichsrat. 
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Brain in Gear 

Weimar 
Germany 
Quick 6!

Name the two political houses in Germany.
Reichstag and Reichsrat 

Describe the term proportional representation.
A system where parties are given a proportion of seats based on the number of votes they received. For 
example, if they receive 50% of the vote, they will get 50% of the seats in the Reichstag. 

Describe one strength of the new German constitution.
Checks and balances – the constitution was constructed so that no one person or group 
could have too much power.  

Describe one weakness of the new German constitution.
Proportional representation meant that lots of parties had seats in the Reichstag. This 
meant lots of coalition governments where the parties could not agree.  

Explain why the Kaiser abdicated.
The army had turned against him and he was forced to abdicate.  

Explain the difference between the Reichstag and the Reichsrat.
The Reichstag controlled taxation and the Reichsrat was elected to represent different 
regions of Germany.  
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Title: What were the terms of the Treaty of Versailles? 

Lesson objectives:
Describe the terms of the Treaty of 

Versailles. 
Explain the effects the Treaty of Versailles 

had on Germany. 
Assess the lasting effects of the Treaty of 

Versailles. 

What can 
happen when a 
country is not 
happy with a 

treaty?

Rule of law, 
mutual respect, 

tolerance



Once the Armistice was signed, the Allied leaders 
decided the terms of peace. 

The Peace Treaty was eventually signed in a 
French Palace at Versailles, near Paris, on 28th

June 1919. 

Peace was popular with the German people, as 
they had suffered during the war, but the terms of 
the Treaty of Versailles were very unpopular. 

The Allies refused to allow any German 
representatives to join in the treaty discussions. 

The treaty was a ‘diktat’ – meaning the terms 
were imposed, not agreed. 

Germany had 15 days to make comments on the 
treaty. They bitterly opposed it, yet all of their 
suggestions were refused. 



Make a list of the new 
countries that were 

made

What happened to 
Alsace- Lorraine and the 

Rhineland? (answer in 
full sentences)

Who was on Germanys 
side in WWI? How did 

the Treaty stop 
Germany joining these 

again?

CHALLENGE: What 
reasons what Germany 
have to be angered by 
the changes from the 
Treaty shown on this 

map?



Own ideas-Why 
would UK & France 
want to do this?

7-9 4 bullet points
5-6- 3 bullet points
3-4: 2 bullet points 

for each

The four main terms of 
the treaty were:

L- Land
A- Army
M- Money
B- Blame







Start the discussion:

• I believe that ___ because...
• In my opinion ___ because...
• One argument may be that ___ because...
• I’d like to make the point that…

Agree:

• I support your point that ___ because of…
• Your opinion is reasonable because...
• I agree with your statement because...
• Your argument is a valid one because...

Build:

• Building on what... said...
• In addition to ...’s statement...
• I agree with your point, but should add that…
• Your argument is a good one, however it needs...

Challenge:

• This opinion could be questioned because…
• My own view is contrasting with yours because...
• I would like to challenge your argument because...
• I disagree with your statement for a number of 

reasons...

The most damaging term of the Treaty of Versailles for 
Germany was Article 231 (The War Guilt Clause) 



Complete your 
source analysis 
based on what 
you have learnt 

this lesson 
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