
 

Nicholas II’s Manifesto on the Declaration of 
War: ‘We must now enter this war to safeguard the 
honor, dignity and integrity of Russia. We believe the 
all our loyal subjects will rally to the defense of 
Russia. Let the union between the Tsar and His 
people be stronger than ever...’ 
Duma Chairman Rodzianko’s response: 
‘Sire, your people are ready to fight for the honor and 
glory of the fatherland.’ 

General Brusilov, a leader in the Russian army: 
‘After hardly three months of war the majority of our 
regular professional officers and trained men had 
vanished, leaving only skeleton forces which had to 
be hastily filled with men wretchedly instructed.’ 
 

Pavel Ryabushinki, a rich 
company owner from 
Moscow, stormed into a 
meeting of other company 
owners to say this: 
‘Weapons are down, they 
need weapons! We sat here 
are some of the few who can 
help our troops. We must do 
something! 
These men, with 
government’s help, set up the 
War Industries Committee to 
try to solve some of Russia’s 
war problems. 
 

A secret police report from St Petersburg: 
‘The main cause for the current feelings amongst the 
people are the current state of the food problem, and 
linked with this, the appalling rise in prices. There 
are spontaneous strikes here that could turn into 
serious disorders.’  
 

The report of Duma Chairman Rodzianko to the 
Tsar: 
‘I beg you to not take on the dangers of Supreme 
Commander of the army... The people will interpret 
your decision as one inspired by the enemies that 
surround you. On bended knees I beg you.’ 
The Tsar’s cousin, Grand Duke Nicholas 
Mikhailovich, labelled Alexandra ‘led astray by the 
evil circle that surround her’ in a letter to Nicholas. 
 

A later secret police report from St 
Petersburg: 
‘Fights and riots are breaking out in 
the bread queues. The gradual 
chaos taking control of this entire city 
is getting worse and promises in the 
very near future to plunge the 
country into the destructive chaos of 
catastrophe and revolution.’  
 

Nicholas II’s diary from February 
27th – 3rd March: 
‘Disorders in Petrograd (st 
Petersburg) started a few days ago. 
To my sorrow, troops began to take 
part. What shame and disgrace!... 
My train was stopped by rebels. God 
help us! How hard it must be for poor 
Alix... 
The situation in Petrograd is so bad 
now that my abdication is needed. All 
around me is treachery!’ 
 

General Martynov, who commanded a regiment 
in St Petersburg: 
‘My soldiers were disgusted with the role given to 
them, to put down the riots.’ 
 

Leon Trotsky, one of the leaders of the Bolshevik 
party: 
‘The first months of 1917 saw over half a million 
workers take to the streets. Women’s day saw the 
numbers grow even greater. These few days were 
the heat lightning for the revolution. 
 


