
Complete the table below to explain your answer. 

(i) What I can infer…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………

Details in the source that tell me this…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………

(i) What I can infer…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………

Details in the source that tell me this…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………

Give two things you can infer from 
Source C about setting up the 

Weimar Republic (4 marks) 
Mark scheme

1-2 marks: Simple statements pointing out things in the source.

3-4 marks: A supported INFERENCE (an idea about what the source means or what its message 
is) from the source backed up by examples and your own knowledge to help you explain. 



Title: How did Germany set up the Weimar 
Government? What were its strengths and 
weaknesses? 

Lesson objectives:
Describe how the Weimar Government was 

set up. 
Examine the strengths and weaknesses of 

the Weimar Republic.  
Assess the effectiveness of Germanys new 

constitution. 

What are the 
strengths and 
weaknesses of 
our system of 
government 

today? (First 
past the post)

Rule of law, 
democracy  



The Weimar Republic 
1) What was the name of the new democratic system in 

Germany?

2) Who got the vote?

3) What electing system did they use?

4) How often is the president elected?

5) Who did the President choose to rule to Reichstag 
(Parliament)?

6) Why were the people still angry at the government?

7) What did the government have to cope with?

8) What did proportional representation lead to?

9) What was Article 48?

10) Who would later use Article 48?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z9y64j6/revision/2



The Weimar Republic 
1) What was the name of the new democratic system in 

Germany?
The Weimar Republic.  
2) Who got the vote?
All men and women (over 21) 
3) What electing system did they use?
Proportional Representation. 
4) How often is the president elected?
Every 7 years
5) Who did the President choose to rule to Reichstag 
(Parliament)?
Chancellor
6) Why were the people still angry at the government?
For signing the Treaty of Versailles.
7) What did the government have to cope with?
Anger on the political left and right. 
8) What did proportional representation lead to?
Extremists parties having a say in the Reichstag. 
9) What was Article 48?
The President is allowed to make laws without the Reichstag in 
an emergency. 
10) Who would later use Article 48?
Hitler.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z9y64j6/revision/2



How did Ebert try to increase people’s 
confidence in the new republic?

Civil Servants The Army

Industry 

Trade Unions 

Despite Ebert’s efforts, some extreme parties still weren’t satisfied. Protests and even 
riots were common. Ebert kept fragile control until a new constitution could be agreed. 





Fill in the gaps using the following words:
Weimar 
Taxation

Four
Regions
Republic 

Government
Ministers 

21
Reichstag 
Reichsrat

Laws 
Decision-making

Two Seven 
Politics
Powers

Chancellor

I think the most important part of the 
Weimar Constitution is…

This is because…
I think the least important part of the 

Weimar Constitution is…
This because…
CHALLENGE:

What problems can you foresee with 
the Weimar Constitution?



A strong president 
was necessary to 
keep control over 
the government and 
to protect the 
country in a crisis.

Local powers were 
maintained. Each of 18 
regions of Germany 
(such as Prussia and 
Bavaria) kept its own 
local parliament called a 
land which controlled 
services such as police, 
courts and schools. 

The government had 
to use force in the 
Revolution. They had 
to continue to rely 
on the army to stay 
in power.

In 1919 the Republic 
had many enemies. 
It was not sensible 
to give equal rights 
to those who wished 
to destroy it.

Proportional 
representation 
encouraged lots of small 
parties which each got a 
small number of MPs. 
No one party could get 
a majority, so 
governments had to be 
coalitions. There were 9 
coalition governments 
between 1919 and 1929 
and they could not 
agree.

During the German 
revolution and 
setting up of the 
Constitution, the 
government had 
used force. They 
relied on the army 
to subdue public 
riots in Berlin and 
went off to meet at 
Weimar. 

Proportional 
representation made 
sure that political 
parties were 
allocated seats in 
Parliament in 
proportion to the 
number of votes 
they got. This was 
fair.
. 

All Germans had 
equal rights, 
including the right 
to vote, the right to 
free speech, the 
right to hold 
political meetings. 

The president had 
too much power. It 
was possible he 
could turn himself 
into a dictator.

Several parties 
elected to the 
Reichstag were 
openly against 
democracy such as 
the nationalists and 
communists.

Checks and balances 
– the Constitution 
was carefully 
constructed so no 
one person or one 
group could have too 
much power. 

For the first time in 
Germany, women 
were able to vote as 
well as men.

Strength                   Weakness 

Describe 2 weaknesses of the 
Weimar Constitution. 

Describe 1 strength and 1 
weakness of the Weimar 

Constitution. 
“The Weimar Constitution was a 
disaster”. How far do you agree?

What are the strengths 
and weaknesses of our 
system of government 
today? (First past the 

post)



A strong president 
was necessary to 
keep control over 
the government and 
to protect the 
country in a crisis.

Local powers were 
maintained. Each of 18 
regions of Germany 
(such as Prussia and 
Bavaria) kept its own 
local parliament called a 
land which controlled 
services such as police, 
courts and schools. 

The government had 
to use force in the 
Revolution. They had 
to continue to rely 
on the army to stay 
in power.

In 1919 the Republic 
had many enemies. 
It was not sensible 
to give equal rights 
to those who wished 
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During the German 
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setting up of the 
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used force. They 
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to subdue public 
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parties were 
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number of votes 
they got. This was 
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to vote, the right to 
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was possible he 
could turn himself 
into a dictator.

Several parties 
elected to the 
Reichstag were 
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democracy such as 
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was carefully 
constructed so no 
one person or one 
group could have too 
much power. 

For the first time in 
Germany, women 
were able to vote as 
well as men.

Strength                   Weakness 

Describe 2 weaknesses of the 
Weimar Constitution. 

Describe 1 strength and 1 
weakness of the Weimar 

Constitution. 
“The Weimar Constitution was a 
disaster”. How far do you agree?

What are the strengths 
and weaknesses of our 
system of government 
today? (First past the 

post)



Update your 
vocabulary 

audit in 
GREEN PEN 

Use 3 words in a sentence. 

Use 4 words in a sentence. 

Use 5 words in a sentence. 

CHALLENGE: Pick 5 key 
words and incorporate them 

into a piece of creative 
writing. 
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