
Revolt of the Earls 

Green-2 reasons why people revolt/rebel
Yellow-3 reasons why people revolt/rebel

BLUE-What steps could William take to prevent further 
revolts?

Challenge: Can you give specific examples of causes of rebellions we 
have looked at already?



• Understand the reasons for and features of 
the revolt of the earls, 1075.

• Understand why the revolt was defeated 
and the effects of the revolt.

• Make links between the Revolts in Saxon & 
Norman England

Community 
unrest & rule of 
law.





Causes

Events

Outcomes



The Conspirators
Q1. Why was the revolt of 1075 different 
to the rebellions of 1068-71?

Q2. Who was the leader of the revolt?

Q3. What did they plan to do once 
successful?

Q4. Who supported the rebels?



Copy down your WWW and EBI into your books. Then 
complete your EBI question.

Miss Skinner has marked your books! 

Marking codes:
cl = capital 

letter
sp = spelling 

mistake
P = punctuation 

error
U = underline
Label = label 

sheet

WWW EBI

1) Great knowledge of Hereward 
the Wake and the rebellion of 
1070-1071.

1) Explain the outcomes of the revolt 
of Hereward the Wake.

2) Great knowledge of the Harrying 
of the North.

2) Explain why the Harrying of the 
North can be described as a 
genocide.

3) Good knowledge of land reforms 
in Norman England.

3) Explain how William strengthened 
his position using land reforms.

4) Good knowledge of methods of 
control used by William 1070-
1075.

4) Explain how William controlled 
England using at least 3 different 
methods.

5) Good knowledge of the Revolt 
of the Earls 1075.

5) Explain why the Revolt of the Earls 
was significant for William.



• Understand the reasons for and features of 
the revolt of the earls, 1075.

• Understand why the revolt was defeated 
and the effects of the revolt.

• Make links between the Revolts in Saxon & 
Norman England

Community 
unrest & rule of 
law.



Key Players –in pairs recap/green pen/complete

Write down what 
you can remember 
about each of these 
individuals.

Start by trying this 
on your own, THEN 
ask a neighbour.

Key words

Saxon, Norman, Earl of Hereward, Earl of East Anglia, Earl of Northumbria,
Siward, William FitzOsbern, wedding, leader 

Struggling? One of us is Saxon, the others are not! Normans have names that are often 
French.



Key Players –in pairs recap/green pen/complete

1. Roger de 
Bretueil

2. Waltheof

3. Ralph de Gael

Which of these three lead the rebellion?



Key Players –in pairs recap/green pen/complete

1. Roger de 
Bretueil

2. Waltheof

3. Ralph de Gael

Which of these three was the Earl of 
Northumbria after Tostig took the title 
from his father Earl Siward?



Key Players –in pairs recap/green pen/complete

1. Roger de 
Bretueil

2. Waltheof

3. Ralph de Gael

Which of these earls was the only 
Anglo-Saxon earl involved at the time?



Key Players –in pairs recap/green pen/complete

1. Roger de 
Bretueil

2. Waltheof

3. Ralph de Gael

Who married the sister of Roger de 
Breteuil in 1075?



Key Players –in pairs recap/green pen/complete

1. Roger de 
Bretueil

2. Waltheof

3. Ralph de Gael

Who was the son of William FitzOsbern
and took over as Earl of Hereford, a 
Marcher earldom?



Use your notes from yesterday to create a 6 stage storyboard on 
the events of the Revolt of the Earls 1075. 

Challenge: What lessons were learned from the Revolt of the 
Earls? Explain their importance for William.



Reasons for 
the revolt

Reasons for the revolt (p67)

Challenge-which was the most serious reason? Why/
How does this compare to why the Saxons rebelled?



Events of the revolt

Q 1. How did Roger and Ralph recruit 
Waltheof?

Q 2. Why was Waltheof vital to the 
revolt?

Q 3. Why was the timing important?

Q 4. Why was the revolt defeated 
before it really began?

Give four reasons.



Exam style question, section B

‘ William’s strategy for ruling 
England had failed by 1070’.
How far do you agree? Explain 
your answer.
You may use the following in your 
answer:

• Submission of the Earls
• The Harrying of the North

You must also use information of 
your own. 16 marks

Exam tip
This is a question about 
consequence. It requires the 
weighing of aspects of success 
and failure to make a 
judgement.

Mark scheme for this question
1-4 marks-Simple answer no real 
knowledge shown.
5-8 marks- Judgement given, some 
knowledge shown – descriptive.
MAX 7 marks if nothing used but 2 
points given.
9-12 marks- Judgement made, good 
own knowledge shown.
MAX 11 marks if nothing used but 2 
points given.
13-16 marks-Judgement, lots of 
knowledge, well explained.
Sentence /paragraphs starters you 
could use;
I agree because …
I disagree because …
From my own knowledge …



Exam style question, section B

‘ William’s strategy for ruling 
England had failed by 1070’.
How far do you agree? Explain 
your answer.
You may use the following in your 
answer:

• Submission of the Earls
• The Harrying of the North

You must also use information of 
your own. 16 marks

Exam tip
This is a question about 
consequence. It requires the 
weighing of aspects of success 
and failure to make a 
judgement.

Overall I agree with the 
statement that William’s strategy 
for ruling England had failed by 
1070 because William failed to 
gain control with the submission 
of the earls. This was a failure 
because important Anglo-Saxons 
went against him in 3 different 
rebellions. Therefore, one reason 
I agree with the statement that 
William’s strategy for ruling had 
failed was because of the 
submission of the earls that 
failed.



Exam style question, section B

‘ William’s strategy for ruling 
England had failed by 1070’.
How far do you agree? Explain 
your answer.
You may use the following in your 
answer:

• Submission of the Earls
• The Harrying of the North

You must also use information of 
your own. 16 marks

Exam tip
This is a question about 
consequence. It requires the 
weighing of aspects of success 
and failure to make a 
judgement.

Overall I agree with the 
statement that William’s 
strategy for ruling England had 
failed by 1070 because…

This was a failure because…

This is important because/this 
led to…

Therefore, one reason I agree 
with the statement that 
William’s strategy for ruling had 
failed was…



Exam style question, section B

Mark scheme for this 
question
1-4 marks-Simple answer no 
real knowledge shown.
5-8 marks- Judgement given, 
some knowledge shown –
descriptive.
MAX 7 marks if nothing used 
but 2 points given.
9-12 marks- Judgement made, 
good own knowledge shown.
MAX 11 marks if nothing used 
but 2 points given.
13-16 marks-Judgement, lots 
of knowledge, well explained.

What Went Well

Even Better If

Challenge: Can you 
extend their 

answer?



Revolt of the Earls 

Recall quiz

1. Who did the Witan first name as king after 
Harold’s death?

2. Name three features of a motte and bailey castle 
that made them difficult to attack.

3. What did the Harrying of the North involve?
4. Name three ways in which land was transferred 

from Anglo-Saxons to Normans.
5. Name the three earls who plotted against William 

in 1075.
6. What happened to each of the three earls after 

the revolt of 1075 was defeated?

ANSWERS IN FULL SENTENCES



WRITE DOWN:

3 FACTS YOU HAVE LEARNT

2 QUESTIONS YOU HAVE

1 OPINION YOU HAVE


