
Weimar 
Germany 

lessons 1-5 
Quick 6!

Name the two leaders of the Spartacist Uprising. 

Explain why the Spartacist Uprising failed.

Describe one strength of the new German constitution.

Describe one term of the Treaty of Versailles.

Explain why the Kaiser abdicated.

Explain the difference between the Reichstag and the Reichsrat.
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Weimar 
Germany 

lessons 1-5 
Quick 6!

Name the two leaders of the Spartacist Uprising. 
Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht.  

Explain why the Spartacist Uprising failed.
The Freikorps mobilised and the workers were mostly unarmed and could not match them. 

Describe one strength of the new German constitution.
Checks and balances – the constitution was constructed so that no one person or group 
could have too much power.  

Describe one term of the Treaty of Versailles.
Land / Army / Money / Blame. 

Explain why the Kaiser abdicated.
The army had turned against him and he was forced to abdicate.  

Explain the difference between the Reichstag and the Reichsrat.
The Reichstag controlled taxation and the Reichsrat was elected to represent different 
regions of Germany.  
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Title: What opposition did the Weimar 
Government face (right)? 

Lesson objectives:
Describe the Kapp Putsch.

Explain why the Kapp Putsch was 
unsuccessful.

Compare and contrast the Kapp 
Putsch and the Spartacist 

Uprising.   

Could an 
uprising like 

this be 
successful 

today?

Individual liberty 
(lack of mutual 

respect, 
tolerance and 
rule of law) 



The Kapp Putsch
1) What is Ebert struggling to do in 1920? 

2) What was due to happen to the Freikorps in 1920?

3) How do they react?

4) What does Ebert do?

5) How does Seeckt respond?

6) What does Ebert and his government do?

7) Who becomes the leader of Germany?

8) What does Ebert urge people to do?

9) What happens to Kapp?

10) The violence continues, who is assassinated?

11) How many political murders are there between 1919-22?

12) What do most political parties have at their meetings?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nk_AZtB5yKc



The Kapp Putsch
1) What is Ebert struggling to do in 1920? 
Control the Freikorps.   
2) What was due to happen to the Freikorps in 1920?
To be disbanded, and therefore would mean unemployment. 
3) How do they react?
5,000 armed Freikorps march on Berlin.  
4) What does Ebert do?
Orders General Seeckt to fight the Freikorps. 
5) How does Seeckt respond?
“Reichswehr does not open fire on Reichswehr”
6) What does Ebert and his government do?
Flee to Weimar and then Stuttgart. 
7) Who becomes the leader of Germany?
Wolfgang Kapp and the Kaiser is invited to return. 
8) What does Ebert urge people to do?
Go on strike (to stop gas, electricity and water). 
9) What happens to Kapp?
Flees, is put in prison and later dies. 
10) The violence continues, who is assassinated?
Hugo Haasse, Matthias Erzberger and Walther Rathenau. 
11) How many political murders are there between 1919-22?
376
12) What do most political parties have at their meetings?
Armed guards (ex-soldiers).  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nk_AZtB5yKc



What does this figure 
suggest about the 
Weimar Republic?

What was different 
about the Spartacist 
Uprising and the Kapp 

Putsch?
What was similar about 
the Spartacist Uprising 
and the Kapp Putsch? 
CHALLENGE: Do you 

think Ebert was lucky or 
a genius? Explain your 

answer. 



Create a storyboard 
of the Kapp Putsch. 

Include at least one 
cause, event and 

consequence of the 
Uprising. 

Explain why the 
uprising was 
unsuccessful. 

CHALLENGE: Do you 
think Ebert was 

lucky or a genius? 
Explain your answer. 



Explain why the Kapp Putsch 
was a failure

(12 mark practice paragraph) 

One reason why the Kapp 
Putsch was a failure was… 

I know that… 

This meant that… 

Also… 

This meant that… 

Therefore, the Kapp Putsch 
failed because… 
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