
The main political parties of the 
Weimar Republic 

Name the political 
parties in the new 
Weimar Republic. 

Describe the difference 
between the Social 

Democrats and the KPD 
(Communist Party). 

Explain why the Weimar 
Republic had problems. 
CHALLENGE: Both the 

Communist Party and the 
Nazi Party opposed the 
Weimar Republic. What 

might they do next?

80% of 
the seats 
in 1919



Title: What opposition did the Weimar 
Government face? 

Lesson objectives:
Describe the Sparticist

Uprising.
Explain why the Sparticist
Uprising was unsuccessful.  

Could an 
uprising like 

this be 
successful 

today?

Individual liberty 
(lack of mutual 

respect, 
tolerance and 
rule of law) 



Start the discussion:
• I believe that ___ because...
• In my opinion ___ because...
• One argument may be that ___ because...
• I’d like to make the point that…

Agree:
• I support your point that ___ because of…
• Your opinion is reasonable because...
• I agree with your statement because...
• Your argument is a valid one because...

Build:
• Building on what... said...
• In addition to ...’s statement...
• I agree with your point, but should add that…
• Your argument is a good one, however it needs...

Challenge:
• This opinion could be questioned because…
• My own view is contrasting with yours because...
• I would like to challenge your argument because...
• I disagree with your statement for a number of 

reasons...

Could an uprising ever be successful today?



Extreme 
Left

Extreme 
Right

What values were important to the 
extreme left and extreme right?



Extreme 
Left

Extreme 
Right

-Wanted Germany to be controlled 
by the people. 

-They opposed Capitalism and 
wanted to abolish privately owned 
land and businesses and give these 

to workers. 
-International cooperation. 

-Return of a strong 
government headed by 

the Kaiser. 
-Strong army. 

-They supported 
capitalism, the private 
ownership of land and 

businesses. 
-Traditional family 

values. 

What values were important to the 
extreme left and extreme right?



In 1919, the Social Democrats 
(SPD), the Democrats (DDP) and the 
Centre Party has 80% of the seats. 

This dropped to only 45% of the 
seats in the new Reichstag in June 
1920. 

The extreme left and the extreme 
right had about 20% of the seats 
each and the rest was divided 
amongst smaller parties. 

How much had the 
moderate party seats 
dropped by in just one 

year?
What is the 

difference between 
the percentage of 
seats held by the 

extremists and the 
moderates?

Explain why the 
Weimar Republic had 

problems. 
CHALLENGE: What 

does this election say 
about the popularity 

of the Weimar 
Republic?



In 1919, the Social Democrats 
(SPD), the Democrats (DDP) and the 
Centre Party has 80% of the seats. 

This dropped to only 45% of the 
seats in the new Reichstag in June 
1920. 

The extreme left and the extreme 
right had about 20% of the seats 
each and the rest was divided 
amongst smaller parties. 

How much had the 
moderate party seats 
dropped by in just one 

year? 35%
What is the 

difference between 
the percentage of 
seats held by the 

extremists and the 
moderates? 5%
Explain why the 

Weimar Republic had 
problems. 

CHALLENGE: What 
does this election say 
about the popularity 

of the Weimar 
Republic?



The Spartacist Uprising
1) What did the moderate parties struggle to do in the 1920s? 

2) Who were the KPD backed by?

3) How many newspapers and members did they have?

4) Where were the Spartacists based?

5) Who were the leaders of the Spartacists?

6) What do the Spartacists do when Ebert sacks Eichhorn as 
Chief of Police?

7) How many workers take to the streets on the 6th January 1919?

8) What did they take control of?

9) What did Ebert do to control this?

10) When are the rebels driven from the streets?

11) What happened on the 16th January?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FxeWA_AV3bo



The Spartacist Uprising
1) What did the moderate parties struggle to do in the 1920s? 
Form a coalition government together.   
2) Who were the KPD backed by?
The Soviet Union.
3) How many newspapers and members did they have?
33 newspapers and 400,000 members. 
4) Where were the Spartacists based?
Berlin.
5) Who were the leaders of the Spartacists?
Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht.
6) What do the Spartacists do when Ebert sacks Eichhorn as 
Chief of Police?
Call for an uprising and general strike of workers in Berlin. 
7) How many workers take to the streets on the 6th January 1919?
100,000. 
8) What did they take control of?
The governments newspaper and telegraph offices. 
9) What did Ebert do to control this?
Mobilise the Freikorps, 250,000 men by March 1919. 
10) When are the rebels driven from the streets?
13th January.
11) What happened on the 16th January?
Luxemberg and Liebknecht are arrested by the Freikorps killed. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FxeWA_AV3bo



Create a storyboard 
of the Spartacist 

Uprising. 
Include at least one 

cause, event and 
consequence of the 

Uprising. 
Explain why the 

uprising was 
unsuccessful. 

CHALLENGE: Do you 
think Ebert was 

lucky or a genius? 
Explain your answer. 



Explain why the Spartacist 
Uprising was a failure

(12 mark practice paragraph) 

One reason why the 
Spartacist Uprising was a 
failure was… 

I know that… 

This meant that… 

Also… 

This meant that… 

Therefore, the Spartacist 
Uprising failed because… 
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