
Let Him Have It 
 
The date was the 2nd of November 1952. There was nothing 
altogether special about this day, to begin with. 
 
Derek Bentley was having a rough time at home ever since 
his parents had been called to Kingswood School to discuss 
his deteriorating behaviour. His father had forbidden him 
from seeing Christopher Craig, he called him ‘no good’ and a 
‘bad influence’ and encouraged Bentley to concentrate on his 
studies.  
 
Around 5pm, two of Bentley’s friends arrived at the door and 
asked Derek’s dad if Derek could come out. Bentley’s dad 
agreed that he could go out for an hour but must be home 
for dinner and under no circumstances was he to meet with 
Christopher.  
 
As Bentley walked down the street, he spotted Christopher in 
the distance, Chris had asked their two friends to get Bentley 
from his house on their way home so the pair could hang out. 
The two friends carried on, leaving Craig and Bentley alone 
together. 
 
Craig and Bentley walked to the other end of town, to the 
grounds of a sweet factory. Craig opened his coat and 
showed Bentley what he was hiding – a 445 Eley revolver, a 
gun. He told Bentley that they were going to rob the sweet 
factory, Bentley was hesitant, because of the gun, but agreed 
after some persuasion from Craig and the receiving of a 
knuckle duster and knife as a present from Christopher. 



 
As they climbed onto the roof of the factory, they were 
noticed by a little girl who lived opposite. Her mother called 
the police. The nearest patrol car arrived very quickly and 
contained a detective constable (PC Fairfax) and an unarmed 
constable. They made their way onto the roof and quickly 
detained Bentley. 
 
Christopher Craig decided to shoot his way out and fired at 
Fairfax, wounding him in the shoulder Bentley shouted out 
‘Let him have it Chris!” Bentley offered no resistance to 
Fairfax and stood by the injured police man without any 
restraint for the next 30 minutes or so.  
 
Other officers arrived at the scene, some of them armed. 
Craig continued shooting at anyone that moved. One of the 
first back up officers, PC Bernard Miles travelled up the stairs 
and onto the roof. He was shot through the head and died 
almost instantly.  
 
Craig eventually ran out of bullets and threw himself off the 
roof in an attempt to avoid capture. He landed on a 
greenhouse roof 30 feet below and broke his back.  
 
 
 


