
Be ready to answer this…
Are Craig & Bentley Monsters or Misunderstood?



Lesson 4: Craig & Bentley
Learning Focus

To use Hot-Seating to discover more 
about Bentley’s situation.

To use Thought-Tracking to show the 
inner thoughts of  Derek Bentley

Explain



DEREK BENTLEY 
SENTENCED TO 

DEATH
How does this make you feel?



Start the discussion:
• I believe that...
• In my opinion...
• One argument may be that...
• I’d like to make the point that…

Agree:
• I support your point because…
• Your opinion is reasonable because...
• I agree with your statement because...
• Your argument is a valid one because...

Build:
• Building on what... said...
• In addition to ...’s statement...
• I agree with your point, but should add that…
• Your argument is a good one, however it needs...

Challenge:
• This opinion could be questioned because…
• My own view is contrasting with yours because...
• I would like to challenge your argument because...
• I disagree with your statement for a number of reasons...

ABC: How will you structure?



Lesson 4: Craig & Bentley
What do you think?

• Craig and Bentley were arrested following the events of  
2nd November 1952.

• The pair were trialled at the Old Bailey over three days. 
The Jury took just 72 minutes to reach a guilty verdict 

for both Craig and Bentley.

• As Craig was under 18, he was imprisoned ‘at his 
majesty’s pleasure’ and released after 10 years.

• Bentley, being over 18, was sentenced to death. He was 
hanged at 9am on 28th January 1953.

Explain



Lesson 4: Craig & Bentley
Hot-Seating

Information

In this performance, we see 
Bentley in his cell, about to 
be interviewed by another 
character. 

Hot Seating is where we ask 
questions of  a character to 
develop our understanding 
of  them or their situation.

Task
In pairs, one of  you will play the role of  
Bentley whilst the other person will act as an 
‘interviewer’.

What sort of  questions 
could we ask Bentley?

1 Question
3 Questions
5 Questions
7 Questions – Epraise

Apply



Lesson 4: Craig & Bentley
Thought Tracking

Information

Thought Tracking is when 
the character (or someone 
on behalf  of  the character) 
speaks directly to the 
audience to explain what 
they’re thinking at a 
particular moment. 

Task
• Groups of  four.
• Create a performance that shows Derek, his 

parents, and a lawyer talking about the verdict and 
the upcoming events.

• Include a Thought Track by Bentley using the 
information you received in the Hot Seating 
exercise.

Extension: Include further Thought Tracks for other 
Characters.

Derek’s Mum/dad
Derek’s Mum and Dad
Derek’s Mum, Dad and the Lawyer.

Create



Evaluate
Lesson 4: Craig & Bentley
Performance & Analysis

Use one of  the following key terms to provide a piece of  
feedback about one of  the performances you’ve seen.

Volume Hot Seating Thought Tracking

Tone Gesture Vocal Skills

Emotion Levels                               Body Language

Phrase of  the Day: “The performance was truthful because…”
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