
Complete your 
vocabulary 

audit for our 
new topic! 

Use 3 words in a sentence. 

Use 4 words in a sentence. 

Use 5 words in a sentence. 

CHALLENGE: Pick 5 key 
words and incorporate them 

into a piece of creative 
writing. 



Title: What is the legacy of WW1 for 
Germany? 

Lesson objectives:
Describe what life was like in Germany after 

WW1. 
Explain why the Kaiser abdicated. 

Assess the importance of the armistice for 
Germany. 

Why might a 
royal 

‘abdicate’ 
their powers 

today? (Prince 
Harry) 

Rule of law, 
democracy, 

individual liberty  



https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-51040751

Why might a 
royal 

‘abdicate’ 
their powers 

today? (Prince 
Harry) 

Prince Harry and Meghan, Duchess of Sussex, took a 
step back from their royal duties in January 2020. 

Why did Harry 
and Meghan 
take a step 

back from their 
royal duties?

What was the 
Palace’s 

reaction?

Do you think 
they did the 
“right thing”?

How do you 
think the 
country 

reacted?



The abdication of Kaiser Wilhelm II 
1) How many German troops were killed? How many wounded and what 

percentage of casualities?

2) What did Germanys debts treble to?

3) What did the blockade of British ships prevent?

4) How many Germans died of food shortages in WW1?

5) Do you think the Kaiser has control of Germany?

6) What had workers and soldiers done in some towns?

7) Why is the Kaiser forced to abdicate?

8) Where does he go into exile?

9) Why does Philipp Scheidemann announce the Kaiser has gone?

10) Who takes over the new republic?

11) Who did Ebert announce would control the country for now?

12) What happened on 11th November 1918?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0tUOGn8oH0



The abdication of Kaiser Wilhelm II 
1) How many German troops were killed? How many wounded and what percentage 

of casualities?
2 million troops killed, 4 million troops wounded and 55% of troops were causalities. 
2) What did Germanys debts treble to?
150 billion marks
3) What did the blockade of British ships prevent?
Food supplies being delivered to Germany. 
4) How many Germans died of food shortages in WW1?
750,000 people. 
5) Do you think the Kaiser has control of Germany?
NO
6) What had workers and soldiers done in some towns?
Set up unofficial councils to replace the Kaisers old ones. There are strikes and 
riots. 
7) Why is the Kaiser forced to abdicate?
He loses support of the army. 
8) Where does he go into exile?
Holland from 10th November. 
9) Why does Philipp Scheidemann announce the Kaiser has gone?
To stop protestors attempting to set up a Communist government. He wanted a 
peaceful transition into the republic. 
10) Who takes over the new republic?
Frederick Ebert. 
11) Who did Ebert announce would control the country for now?
The Council of the People’s Representatives with 6 moderate politicians. 
12) What happened on 11th November 1918?
Matthias Erzberger signs the Armistice, ending war between Germany and the 
allies. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0tUOGn8oH0



Draw pictures to 
represent how 
different areas 

of Germany began 
to rise against my 

rule. 

Individual liberty  



Explain why the Kaiser 
abdicated in November 1918 
(12 mark practice paragraph) 

One reason why the Kaiser 
abdicated in November 1918 
was… 

I know that… 

This meant that… 

Also… 

This meant that… 

Therefore, the Kaiser 
abdicated because… 
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