
The Louisiana Literacy Test

How well can you do on the 
Louisiana Literacy Test?



The Louisiana Literacy Test
This was a test that was given to black 
Americans before they were allowed to vote.

If they failed this test, they would not be 
allowed to cast their vote.

Glue your test in and answer 
this question in your book:

How is this a way of 
persecuting black Americans?



What were Jim Crow 
Laws?

21/10/2020

Learning Outcomes:

- Describe three Jim Crow Laws

- Explain the purpose of Jim Crow Laws

- Assess how the affected the lives of Black 
Americans

Fundamental British Values: 
Respect and Tolerance

Today’s Title:

Key Words:

Segregation – Separating people 
because of their skin colour

Civil Rights Movement - A group 
of people who want black and 
white people to have equal 
rights.

Why is 
segregation a 
bad solution 

to racial 
tensions?

What were Jim Crow Laws?

How important was Rosa 
Parks?

This lesson:

Next lesson:

Roswell Lesson 6

Previous lesson:





Photograph Evidence

Look at the images on your sheet and answer these 
questions in your book:

1. What can you learn from these pictures about the 
ways black and white Americans were treated?

2. How would this affect the lives of African 
Americans?

3. Do these pictures support the idea that white and 
black Americans are “separate but equal”? Why / 
Why not?

5 minutes5 minutes

CHALLENGE:

Which of these pictures 
is the most surprising to 

you? Explain why.



Why is 
segregation a 
bad solution 

to racial 
tensions?

Segregation – keeping people 
of different races apart

Brains in Gear:

What examples of segregation 
can you remember from last 

lesson?



Jim Crow • “Jim Crow” was a racist character that was used to make 
fun of black Americans. “Jim Crow” shows would tour 
America and would involve white actors in blackface
making fun of Black Americans.

• Laws used to persecute black Americans were called 
“Jim Crow Laws”

• Jim Crow laws were designed to isolate African 
Americans and place them in an inferior position to 
white people

• The Supreme Court ruled that Jim Crow laws were legal 
and acceptable. They said the laws represented the idea 
of “separate but equal”

• These laws were in place from the 1880s – 1960s



Jim Crow

“Jim Crow Laws” were laws that 
were designed to keep black people 
in a lower position to white people

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
x2Iwa9LeuFM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x2Iwa9LeuFM


Task 1: Diamond 9

Read all 9 examples Jim Crow Laws

Arrange them in order of severity in 
your book.
(1= most severe, 9= least severe)

Write an explanation of your number 
1 and number 9 choices.

Extension: Why would this make racial 
tension worse in America?

1.

2. 3.

4. 5.

7. 8.

6.

9.

10 minutes



GCSE CHALLENGE QUESTION
Explain how Black Americans faced discrimination during the 1930s-1960s.

(12 marks)

To answer this question you would write three paragraphs about three 
different reason. Today we are going to write one paragraph about Jim Crow 
laws.

One way Black Americans faced discrimination was through the introduction of Jim Crow 
laws. These were… One Jim Crow law was… This meant that… This discriminated against 

Black Americans because…

Try to include 2-3 examples of different Jim Crow laws.
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“Dear Editor…”

Imagine that you are members of a 
community in which Jim Crow laws exist.
Pretend you have seen these two images in 
your local newspaper.
Write a letter to the newspaper editor about 
civil rights and Jim Crow laws.
In your letter remember to reference 
specific examples of Jim Crow laws
You must show understanding of both sides 
of the issue.



Challenge source: 

This is a description of a school that is only for black children in Southern America in the 
1950s. 

A typical black school is Dine Hollow. It is in a run-down building, standing in a rocky field. 
Dust-covered weeds spread all around, except for an uneven, bare area on one side that looks 
like a sports field. Behind the school is a small building with a broken door. 
A nervous, middle-aged woman comes to the door of the school. She greets us in a 
discouraged voice. Inside, we see that the broken benches are crowded to three times their 
normal capacity, crammed with students. Only a few battered books are in sight, and there are 
no displays on the wall. 
We learn that four years of students are taught in this room. The weary teacher goes to the 
blackboard and writes a task for the first two grades to do while she conducts spelling and 
word drills for the third and fourth years. This is the task: 
Write your name ten times.
Draw an dog, an cat, an rat, an boot



No white nurses are to work in a 
hospital where black people are 

being treated.

Black and white people will have 
separate waiting rooms for buses 

and trains.

In restaurants it is against the law 
to serve black and white people 

in the same room.

Black and white people shall 
have separate public drinking 

fountains.

It is illegal for black and white 
people to marry or have any kind 

of romantic relationship

There will be separate schools 
for black and white children. It 
was illegal for a black child to 

attend a white school.

It was illegal for a black man to 
light the cigarette for a white 

woman

Black people must give up their 
seats on both trains and buses if 

a white person needs to sit 
down.

If a black and white person are 
found living together they shall 

be imprisoned for a period of 12 
months and fined.

NOTE: Breaking most of these 
laws meant 1-5 years of prison.
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