
What do 
you think 
the word 
‘JIHAD’

means?!



What is Jihad?

1-3 Describe what the two different Jihads 
are.

4-5 Explain why the two types of Jihad are 
important to Muslims.

6-7 Explore the difficulties that can come 
with Jihad.

8-9 Evaluate the advantages and 
disadvantages of Jihad for Muslims.

Learning Focus: 

To understand the meaning and importance of the Greater and 
Lesser Jihad.

Tuesday, 20 October 2020

Jihad means...

To strive or to struggle for 
something.

In a Muslim’s case, it would be to 
strive or struggle for Allah.



M
y 

Jih
ad

 is
...

 W
hat’s yours? 



THE GREATER JIHAD
You can strive 

with:

•Soul – improving 
yourself through 
prayer or fasting.

•Tongue –
speaking the 
truth and telling 
other about Islam

•Pen – writing 
about, or in 
defence of, your 
religion.

It is so that Muslims 
are showing that 

they actually 
practice what they 

preach, they are not 
just talking about 

how good Islam is.

Some struggles are; to perform all of the 
5 pillars properly, to follow the Shari’ah
law exactly (this can be difficult in the 
UK), to follow the perfect example of 

Muhammad, to please Allah so he will 
allow you in to paradise.

It means to 
become a 

better 
person! 

To be a 
perfect 
Muslim.

Muslims must try 
to remove evil from 
themselves, before 
they try to remove 
evil from the world.

Examples are; 
suppressing anger, or 

helping the poor, looking 
after your parents etc.



Produce a list of struggles a Muslim might face 
in their day to day lives in the UK annotate with 

how they should try to resist them. 



THE LESSER JIHAD

Lesser Jihad is only 
allowed if...

•Persecution (suffering 
because of your 
beliefs) reaches an 
extreme level.

•Religious freedoms 
are being taken away.

•Islam has to be 
defended from an 
attack, started by the 
enemy.

•Must be authorised 
by a Muslim leader.

Muslims are 
FORBIDDEN to 
target innocent 

civilians – including 
women, children & 

the elderly.

Some extremists groups (such as ISIS) 
believe that they have a duty to fight non-
Muslims so that Islam can dominate the 
world. They teach that anyone who dies 

for their beliefs will go to heaven. The 
majority of Muslims believe that this is 

extremely wrong, and a terrible 
interpretation of Jihad. Islam does not 

allow terrorism.

It means to 
resist evil in the 
world through 

physical or 
military means. 

This may mean 
fighting an 

enemy in a war.
“Fight in God’s cause 

against those who fight 
you, but do not over step 

the limits” Qur’an.

Muslims believe it is their 
duty to defend the weak, 

or if they are under 
attack, as Muhammad 

did the same.

“We condemn 
extremism, radicalism 
and fanaticism today” 

–The Amman 
Declaration, signed 

by 200 Muslim 
scholars in 2005.



What links can you make from the teachings of 
greater jihad to the peace and conflict unit?

What aspects of greater jihad do you agree with 
and why? 

What aspects of greater jihad do you disagree 
with and why? 
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