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Ripper

What year did Jack the Ripper commit his crimes?

Name two victims of Jack the Ripper

Name two suspects for Jack the Ripper

Explain how the conditions in London helped Jack the Ripper

Explain two changes in England during the Industrial Revolution

“People in London in the 1800s hated the police.” How far do you 
agree?
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Brains in Gear

1) Make sure everything in your book is neat and tidy. 
Check loose sheets, underlined titles, and labelled 
sheets.

2) Use your assessment to fill out:
1) The step on the front of your book
2) Your assessment trackers

3) Use the feedback sheet to fill out the challenges in 
your assessment.



Key word

1. Bobbies (ACCEPT 
PEELER)

2. Serial Killer

3. Truncheon

4. Witness

5. Whitechapel

6. Industrial

7. Pollution

8. Prostitute

9. Agriculture

10. Common Lodge

Key word Definition

1. Bobbies The name for the new police, named after 
Sir Robert Peel.

2. Serial Killer A person who commits multiple murders.

3. Truncheon A hand held weapon that is used to hit 
people.

4. Witness A person who sees a crime happening. 

5.Whitechapel The area of London where Jack the Ripper 
committed his crimes.

6. Industrial Heavy factory and machinery based 
manufacturing. 

7. Pollution The negative by-products from factories, 
usually poisonous.

8. Prostitute Someone who sells their body to others 
for money.

9. Agriculture Farm industry.

10.Common 
lodge

Highly populated houses for poor people.

Assessment 2- Jack the Ripper



CHALLENGE TASKS

Question 1 and 2:

A) Add another feature that answers the 
question

B) Add a supporting detail that expands on your 
feature

Question 3 and 4:

A) Make another inference about the source

B) Link your inference to the picture

Question 5:

A) Re-do the highlighted paragraph. Focus on 
analysing the content of the source.

B) Re-do the highlighted paragraph. Focus on 
analysing the provenance of the source.

C) Re-do the highlighted paragraph. Focus on 
including more examples of your own 
knowledge. 

D) Write a new paragraph about the highlighted 
source.

Key Words:
Source
Interpretation
Cavalier
Roundhead
Catholic
Protestant

Question 1 - Oliver Cromwell:

• Destroyed the power of the king – for which he is sometimes called the 'father of democracy'.
• Ruled the country with major-generals. This was incredibly strict and unpopular.
• Created in Ireland a long-lasting hatred of and resistance to rule from a government in London.
• Built up the British navy - this was the start of Britain's naval supremacy.
• Captured Jamaica from the Spanish - and thus began the British Empire.

Question 2 – Civil War Weapons:

• Cavalry – Men on horseback, often carried swords and had to get in close to be able to kill the enemy.
• Mortar – Small cannon that shot explosive shells upwards into the air, to explode above the enemy. 
• Cannon – Large powerful weapons that required up to 16 horses to move. Had a range of 1000 meters.
• Musket – An early gun that was very long and slow to reload, but easy to train people to use.

Question 3 – The Peelers

• Police were ineffective – Police man is stumbling about
• Police were mocked – The comic makes fun of the police
• Crime was common – Only one police man, many criminals

Question 4 – Industrial conditions:

• London was overcrowded – many people in one location
• Alcoholism was common – Lots of people clearly drunk
• Poverty was a problem – lots of broken down houses and poor people.

Question 5:

Source A

• Content – One police man, many civilians / the police man is being surrounded / people are grabbing him / he is using a 
whistle for help 

• Provenance – Cartoon means its not a real situation / a cheap magazine may have a focus on the poor and an anti-police 
bias 

• Knowledge – London was badly overcrowded / there were shortages of police / people didn’t respect the police

Source B

• Content – “people.. Critical of the police for not catching the killer”/ “the type of women… agree to meet a man alone” / 
“At the time of the murder…. Two extra men” – suggests the police were doing the right thing and blames the women.

• Provenance – Newspaper article / meant to inform people / from a newspaper targeted at the rich / perhaps has a pro-
police bias.

• Knowledge – The police did send out more officers / relied on witness statements / struggled to catch Jack in the London 
maze / the women killed were drunk and were often prostitutes. 

History Feedback Sheet: 
Year 8 Jack the Ripper

LIT CODES:
CL= Capital letter
SP= Spelling
P= Punctuation 
WW= Wrong word
^ = missing word
//= New paragraph



What can you see in this source? (Step 1)

The source shows the problems facing the police during the Victorian period such as people ignoring 
them. 

Give a simple judgement on whether the source is useful for a historian studying this topic or not 
(Step 2)

Source A is mostly useful for an enquiry police effectiveness in Whitechapel.

Explain in your own words what this tells you about  the effectiveness of the police in 1888. (Step 3)

Source A we can see a police man blowing a whistle in the midst of a crowd and struggling to gain 
control, which suggest that the police struggled to gain control in crowded areas , partially due to 
overcrowding but also due to the shortage of police available.

Give some specific own knowledge that links to this source. (Step 4)

From my own knowledge, I know that the police were not effective because, since their creation in 
1829 by Robert Peel, there were only 1,000 of Peel’s police to try to protect London, and people did 
not respect the authority of the police. 

The police were not adequately equipped as the 'Peelers' were issued with a wooden truncheon 
carried in a long pocket in the tail of their coat, a pair of handcuffs and a wooden rattle to raise the 
alarm, which by the 1880s this rattle had been replaced by a whistle.



What is the provenance of the source? (Step 5)

In addition, as the purpose of Source A is to entertain, because it is a drawing for 
a newspaper used to inform and entertain, it must be noted that the source is 
not fully trustworthy as it is exaggerating the flaws of the police in 1888.

Using your knowledge of the provenance of the source, do you think this 
source is reliable? Explain your answer. (Step 6)

The source was made in 1888 at the time of the murders. At this time Jack the 
Ripper’s crimes were sweeping the nation, making people more critical of the 
faults of the police. This source is typical of critiques at the time that the police 
were inadequate and people saw them as weak (often drunkards too), thus 
blaming the crimes of Jack the Ripper on the problems of their authority. 

Write a judgement on the source. How useful is this source for a historian? Use 
the above questions to help you with your answer (Step 7+)

Overall Source A is useful to a historian as it provides information about the 
reactions of the public towards the police and how this reflected their ineffective 
actions of the time. I know that this is historically accurate as people used to 
drive carts towards the police and disrespect them after their creation in the 
early 1800s. It is somewhat reliable as it is a cartoon from the time, but has 
limitations because it exaggerates the content for entertainment purposes.



•“Source A is mostly/slightly useful for an 
enquiry into police effectiveness because …” 
(describe what you can see / give a quote)

•“From my own knowledge…”
•“The nature / origin/ purpose of the source 
is…”

Nature – (What the source is?)
Origin – (Who made it?, when?)
Purpose – (Why was it made?)

•“This is/is not reliable because…” 
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