
Which 
system is 

fairer: 
Capitalism 

or 
Communism

?



Title: What is Communism?
Define the term Communism.

Explain the different parts of Communism.
Compare the different forms of Communism in Russia before 1917.

Use a game to define Communism. Explain 3 differences between 
Communism and Capitalism. Define the main groups of Communists in 
Russia.

Use a game to explain Communism. Explain the main differences 
between Communism and Capitalism. Explain the main groups of 
Communists in Russia.

Use a game to explain Communism for the rich and poor. Explain the 
positives and negatives to Communism and Capitalism. Explain the 
differences in the main groups of Communists in Russia.

Which 
system is 

fairer: 
Capitalism 

or 
Communism

?
Individual liberty



Rock, Paper, Scissors! 

Rules of the game (1):

You have been put into different groups.
•Group 1: 5 tokens each; Group 2: 3 tokens each; Group 1: 1 token each.
The aim of the game: win as many tokens as you can by playing ‘Rock, Paper, 
Scissors’.
•If you win your epic dual of ‘Rock, Paper, Scissors’ you win ONE token from your 
opponent.
•You have 3 minutes to play as many people as possible.

GO!!!

Rules of the game (2):

•Hand all of the tokens back to me 
•Two each 
•THE END 

How did you 
feel during the 
first game? 
What about 
during the 
second?

What do you think 
this game 
represents?

Why might some 
people dislike 
game number 2?

Which people 
gained the most 
from each game? 
Why?



So what is Communism?
Equality

Money

Share

Government control

Freedom

Work

Rich

Poor

What do you 
think it is?

Use as many 
key words as 

you can



Definition Characteristics/Things a Communist country does

Examples of Communist Opposites of Communist systems
Communism

Task: In the centre of this page you have a word.
1) Try and define this word using what you have learned in class. 2) Tell me the characteristics/qualities of this word.
3) Can you name any famous examples of Communists 4)Do you know any political systems that are not Communist?
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Capitalism Communism



Capitalism or Communism?

Everyone has a job given to 
them by the State.

Challenge: explain what the 
positives and negatives of 

each ideology are. 

Super challenge: code each of the 
ideas above again to show which are 
to do with ECONOMY (E), which are 

BELIEFS (B) and which are to do 
with POLITICS (P)

Only one government 
party
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So what was Communism like in Russia?

The Mensheviks and 
Bolsheviks were groups 
within the Russian Social-
Democratic Workers’ Party 
during the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries. They 
aimed to bring revolution to 
Russia by following the 
ideas of socialist scholar 
Karl Marx (1818–1883). 

Marxists 

Bolsheviks Mensheviks 



So what was Communism like in Russia?

Marxism is the name for a set of 
political and economic ideas. The 
core ideas are that the world is 
divided into classes, the workers 
and the richer capitalists who 
exploit the workers, there is a 
class conflict that should 
ultimately result in socialism
(workers own means of 
production- factories), and then 
communism (no state, classless 
society).

Marxists 

Bolsheviks Mensheviks 

Means of production 
means you get to 
control the ways of 
making things to make 
money. Look at this 
flag- what can you see?



So what was Communism like in Russia?

In the lead up the a 
revolution, the Russian Social-
Democratic Workers’ Party 
had an argument. What would 
you choose?

Marxists 

Bolsheviks Mensheviks 

I think that we should be led by only 
professionals- we must work for the 
greater good of our people and be led by 
people who know what they are doing to 
help us achieve our aims! 

I think that we should be led by the 
common people- we must work together 
and allow everyone to join in to make 
sure our aims are achieved!
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Bingo

Equality Capitalism Revolution Russian Social 
Democratic Workers 
Party

Classless Control Bolsheviks Means of production

Mensheviks Freedom Marxism Economy
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Definition Characteristics/Things a Communist country does

Examples of Communist Opposites of Communist systems
Communism

Task: In the centre of this page you have a word.
1) Try and define this word using what you have learned in class. 2) Tell me the characteristics/qualities of this word.
3) Can you name any famous examples of Communists 4)Do you know any political systems that are not Communist?



Marxists

Bolsheviks Mensheviks

Key terms:
Classless, control, leaders, common people, revolutionaries, Communism

Which would you prefer?

Marxists

Bolsheviks Mensheviks

Key terms:
Classless, control, leaders, common people, revolutionaries, Communism

Which would you prefer?
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