
Impact of the Harrying of the North (immediate & long term)

Impact I or LT?

As many of 100,000 people died. The impacts were similar to a natural disaster.

Human corpses were decaying in the street, swarming with worms. There was no one to bury the bodies, they were either 
dead themselves or had fled. 

There were no further uprisings from Anglo-Saxon (English) people in the north for the rest of William’s reign.

The Domesday Book was a record of landholding in England based on local surveys, it was done in 1085. it showed that in 
Yorkshire the centre of the Harrying of the North that the region had not recovered from the destruction nearly 20 
years later. There were also between 80,000 and 150,000 less people. 

Without any crops to eat or animals to slaughter and eat people starved.

When the Domesday survey was done from 1085 over 20 years later it was found that villages had still not recovered 
from the Harrying of the North. For example in Garforth, Leeds the value of the area in 1066 was 60 shillings, it was 
worth only 30 around 1086. Headingley was worth 40 shillings in 1066 and only 4 shillings in 1086. 

It led to fear amongst the Anglo-Saxons.

The Danes did not come back to Yorkshire/Northumbria to gain support for another rebellion in the years after, this was 
because there was nothing there to support them. 

Due to the burning and destruction of food sources there was a famine. People were driven to eat the flesh of horses, 
dogs, cats and even human beings. There were reports of cannibalism and people selling themselves into slavery for food. 

Going forward from this William made the decision to replace the Anglo-Saxon aristocracy with Normans.

Houses were burnt down which meant no protection from the cold winter, people froze to death.

The pope criticised the Harrying of the North, so for the rest of his reign (until his death) William devoted much time 
and money to the church in order to make amends for what he’d done. 

William destroyed seeds for the next years crops, so there was no hope of starting again.

Refugees fled Yorkshire and went as far as the Midlands. 
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