
Brains in Gear

In the back of your book explain in one sentence what these 
two words mean when considering sources in history:

Content
Provenance

CHALLENGE: 
What third thing would you need to include to get top marks 
in a GCSE 8 mark question?



How to answer a “Source 
Analysis” GCSE question

21/10/2020

Learning Outcomes:

- Describe the content of a source

- Analyse the provenance of a source

- Make a judgement on the utility of a source

Fundamental British Values: 
Respect and Tolerance

Today’s Title:

Key Words:

Content = The information a 
source contains

Provenance = The details 
surrounding the creation of the 
source

Why do 
historians 

question and 
challenge 
evidence?

How did Britain lose an 
empire?

Should we feel proud of the 
British Empire?

This lesson:

Next lesson:

Migration within the British 
Empire

Previous lesson:



Roswell Recap

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vV66i6RJ-v4

• This video summarises what we have learned in 
the past few lessons. 

• Today we will start to plan a GCSE essay answer 
about Roswell using all the information we have 
learned.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vV66i6RJ-v4


GCSE EXAM QUESTION

Study sources A and B. 

How useful are Sources A and B for an enquiry into the Roswell incident.

Explain your answer, using Sources A and B and your own knowledge of the historical 

context.

(8 marks)

GCSE Skills Focus – Question 2a (Source Usefulness)

This is an important GCSE style question.

It appears on two of the three papers so it’s important to get it right.

It asks you to explain how useful different historical sources are.



GCSE EXAM QUESTION

Study sources A and B. 

How useful are Sources A and B for an enquiry into the Roswell incident.

Explain your answer, using Sources A and B and your own knowledge of the historical 

context.

(8 marks)

GCSE Skills Focus – Question 2a (Source Usefulness)

How to answer:

To answer this question correctly you need to analyse two things: 
content (what does it say) and provenance (where does it come from).

You must also use your own knowledge to asses its reliability and accuracy. 



We are going to analyse this 
source.

Remember, we are deciding what 
makes it useful to historians who 

are studying Roswell. 

Source A:

A photograph of a US spy 
balloon, 1948. 

This would be used to take 
photographs of Russian 
nuclear sites.

This image was top secret 
until it was declassified in 
1993.



You need to identify the content
and the provenance and back 
this up with some knowledge.

What is “Content”:

Content means –

What does the source say or 
show? 

What can that teach you?

This photograph shows a US spy 
balloon 

It shows an unusually shaped 
object which could be seen 

floating in the sky. 

Source A:

A photograph of a US spy 
balloon, 1948. 

This would be used to take 
photographs of Russian 
nuclear sites.

This image was top secret 
until it was declassified in 
1993.



What is “Provenance”:

Provenance is about where the 
source comes from.

We split this up into:

Nature –
What is it?

Origin –
When was it created? Where? By 
whom? 

Purpose –
Why was it created?

Source A:

A photograph of a US spy 
balloon, 1948. 

This would be used to take 
photographs of Russian 
nuclear sites.

This image was top secret 
until it was declassified in 
1993.

You need to identify the content
and the provenance and back 
this up with some knowledge.



What is “Provenance”:

Provenance is about where the 
source comes from.

We split this up into:

Nature –
This is a photograph

Origin –
It was taken in 1948 

Purpose –
Perhaps to record how effective 
the spy balloon was

Source A:

A photograph of a US spy 
balloon, 1948. 

This would be used to take 
photographs of Russian 
nuclear sites.

This image was top secret 
until it was declassified in 
1993.

You need to identify the content
and the provenance and back 
this up with some knowledge.



Knowledge:

For both the content and 
provenance, you should use some 

of your own knowledge to 
support your point.

For content your knowledge can 
be used to show how accurate or 

typical the source is. 

For provenance, your knowledge 
can be used to show how reliable 

the source is. 

Source A:

A photograph of a US spy 
balloon, 1948. 

This would be used to take 
photographs of Russian 
nuclear sites.

This image was top secret 
until it was declassified in 
1993.

You need to identify the content
and the provenance and back 
this up with some knowledge.



Knowledge:

This picture shows a US 
spy balloon floating in 
the sky. The US were 

developing and testing 
balloons like these in 

the desert around 
Roswell. They were 

often kept top secret. 

This picture was taken 
in 1948. This is only one 
year after the supposed 

“alien crash” in 1947.

Source A:

A photograph of a US spy 
balloon, 1948. 

This would be used to take 
photographs of Russian 
nuclear sites.

This image was top secret 
until it was declassified in 
1993.



Example Answer

Source A is very useful for an enquiry into the 
Roswell incident. This picture shows a US spy balloon 
floating in the sky. Source A is a photograph taken in 
1948. It is possible that this photograph was part of 
a test to see how effective the spy balloon would be. 



Example Answer

Source A is very useful for an enquiry into the 
Roswell incident. This picture shows a US spy balloon 
floating in the sky. Source A is a photograph taken in 
1948. It is possible that this photograph was part of 
a test to see how effective the spy balloon would be. 



Example AnswerSource A is very useful for an enquiry into the Roswell 
incident. This picture shows a US spy balloon floating 
in the sky. The US were developing and testing 
balloons like these in the desert around Roswell. They 
were often kept top secret because the US was 
developing them for use during the Cold War against 
Russia. These spy satellites often used advanced 
technology and materials that normal people weren’t 
aware of. Source A is a photograph taken in 1948. This 
is only one year after the supposed “alien crash” in 
1947.It is possible that this photograph was part of a 
test to see how effective the spy balloon would be. 



Example AnswerSource A is very useful for an enquiry into the Roswell 
incident. This picture shows a US spy balloon floating 
in the sky. The US were developing and testing 
balloons like these in the desert around Roswell. They 
were often kept top secret because the US was 
developing them for use during the Cold War against 
Russia. These spy satellites often used advanced 
technology and materials that normal people weren’t 
aware of. Source A is a photograph taken in 1948. This 
is only one year after the supposed “alien crash” in 
1947.It is possible that this photograph was part of a 
test to see how effective the spy balloon would be. 



Example AnswerSource A is very useful for an enquiry into the Roswell incident. 
This picture shows a US spy balloon floating in the sky. The US 
were developing and testing balloons like these in the desert 
around Roswell. They were often kept top secret because the 
US was developing them for use during the Cold War against 
Russia. These spy satellites often used advanced technology 
and materials that normal people weren’t aware of. Source A 
is a photograph taken in 1948. This is only one year after the 
supposed “alien crash” in 1947. This means that the balloon 
pictured could be very similar to the one that crashed near the 
Roswell airbase. This is useful because it gives historians an 
insight into how a balloon could have been mistaken for a UFO. 
It is possible that this photograph was part of a test to see how 
effective the spy balloon would be. This would be especially 
useful because if this was a government picture it would be a 
reliable and accurate representation of a US spy balloon
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Your turn
Have a go at analysing Source B.

Remember, you should have

• 1-2 points about its CONTENT (what it says)
• 1-2 points about its PROVENANCE (nature, origin, purpose)
• 1-2 examples of your OWN KNOWLEDGE

CHALLENGE: 
A full 8 mark question looks at two sources. Write another 
paragraph analysing Source C.



Question 3: 

Study Sources A and B. 
How useful are Sources A and B for an enquiry into the Roswell incident?
Explain your answer, using Sources A and B and your knowledge of the historical context. 

TIP:

Write ONE paragraph about Source A and ONE 
paragraph about Source B.

Remember you need to talk about:

Content – What does the source show? What 
does the source say? Why does that make it 
more or less useful.

Provenance – Nature (what is it) / Origin (who 
made it, where, when?) / Purpose (why was it 
made). You need to think about why that 
makes it more or less useful.

Knowledge – What own knowledge do you 
have that you can use to help support your 
points.

Sentence Starters:

Source A is useful to historians because… 

One thing the source says is… This is useful 
because

This source shows… I know that…

This source was written in… this means that…

This source is a… Therefore…

This source may be of limited use because…

This source was created to… this makes it more / 
less useful because…

From my own knowledge I know that…



Source B
US Special Investigator Major Jesse Marcel with some 
of the materials recovered from the crash site. 

Source C
An interview with Mr Mack Brazel, conducted 
on the 7th July 1947

JOURNALIST: Can you describe the wreckage?

MR BRAZEL: There was lots of rubber, if it 
was a balloon it must have been maybe 4 
meters long. There was no propeller or 
engine of any kind. There was tinfoil, paper, 
tape and small metal sticks. There was  a 
metal plate that was very strong, I couldn’t 
bend it. It had some strange markings on but 
no words. The whole thing was covered in 
duct tape, some of the duct tape had flowers 
on it. 



Source A is useful for an enquiry into the Roswell incident in several 
different ways. The source shows Major Jesse Marcel standing with part 
of the wreckage found on Mack Brazel’s field. The source shows Major 
Marcel holding what looks like tinfoil up to the camera. This is useful to a 
historian because it gives us a clear idea of some of the materials found 
on the crash site. Major Marcel first claimed that this was an alien 
material, but nothing in the photograph looks unusual. It is entirely 
possible that tinfoil is a material that would be used in a weather or a 
spy balloon. This photo was taken by the army as part of their initial 
investigation. They would want to make sure that they document what 
was found in as much detail as possible. Because if is a photograph it is 
an especially useful source because it provides us with a clear picture of 
exactly what material was found. One limitation is that it only shows part 
of the wreckage, and does not show the famous “metal plate” that could 
not be bent.



Source B is useful to a historian because it helps us understand what 
different materials were found at the crash site. The source is from a 
newspaper interview with Mack Brazel, the farmer who found the 
mysterious wreckage. In it, Mr. Brazel says “The whole thing was covered 
in duct tape, some of the duct tape had flowers on it”. This is very useful 
to a historian because it strongly suggests that the wreckage was not 
alien. One other theory is that the wreckage was of a US spy satellite. It is 
very likely that an experimental spy balloon might include things like 
tinfoil, paper and duct tape. Because this is a newspaper interview it is 
possible that Mr. Brazel might have exaggerated what he saw. He might 
have wanted the story to sound more exciting and ensure he got his 
name in the paper. This makes the source less reliable to a historian 
because there is no guarantee that he is being accurate. I know that 
Mack Brazel is the only person who mentions the “metal that could not 
bend”, and even if he was telling the truth it is not unusual for people not 
to be able to bend metal. 
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