


German workers

Resisting the French 
occupation

France

Germany

Because Germany failed to 
pay reparations

France as the newspaper 
is called “Le Petit Journal” 

Not particularly as it shows 
the French perspective



Title: What impact did the French 
occupation of the Ruhr have on Germany?

Lesson objectives:
Describe the events of the French 

occupation of the Ruhr.
Explain why France invaded the Ruhr.

Assess the effectiveness of 
Germany’s response to the French 

invasion.   

How would 
you react to 

an 
occupation 
like this 
today?

Individual liberty 
(lack of mutual 

respect, 
tolerance and 
rule of law) 



•Who invaded the Ruhr?
The …………………… invaded the Ruhr. 
•What happened? 
Firstly… Secondly… Thirdly…
•When did it happen? How many years is this after World War 
I?
The invasion of the Ruhr took place in… This was …………… years 
after World War One. 
•Where did it happen?
This took place in… 
•What did Germany do in response?
Germany responded by…
•What were the effects?
One effect… A second effect…
•Why was it good for the Weimar Government?
The invasion of the Ruhr was positive for the Weimar 
government because…
•Why was it bad for the Weimar Government?
The invasion of the Ruhr was negative for the Weimar 
government because… 

CHALLENGE: ‘The Invasion of the Ruhr was 
completely successful for the Germans.’ How far do 
you agree? You must balance your answer

Invasion of the Ruhr 
Fact file





•Who invaded the Ruhr?
The French invaded the Ruhr. 
•What happened? 
Firstly, in December 1922, Germany failed to send coal to France as per their 
agreement in the Treaty of Versailles. Secondly, the French sent troops into the 
German industrial area of the Ruhr and confiscated raw materials, manufactured 
goods and industrial machinery. Thirdly, the German government urged workers to go 
on strike to resist the French.
•When did it happen? How many years is this after World War I?
The invasion of the Ruhr took place in January 1923 This was 5 years after World 
War One. 
•Where did it happen?
This took place in the German industrial coalfields of the Ruhr.
•What did Germany do in response?
Germany responded by urging passive resistance and going on strike.
•What were the effects?
One effect was that many Germans resented the Weimar government as they failed to 
resist the French. A second effect was increasing Germany’s debts and also 
unemployment. 
•Why was it good for the Weimar Government?
The invasion of the Ruhr was positive for the Weimar government because they were 
able to stand up to the terms of the Treaty of Versailles. 
•Why was it bad for the Weimar Government?
The invasion of the Ruhr was negative for the Weimar government because debts 
hugely increased and mass unemployment was common. 

Invasion of the Ruhr 
Fact file



Create a storyboard 
of the invasion of 

the Ruhr. 
Include at least one 

cause, event and 
consequence of the 

invasion. 
Explain why the 

invasion was 
unsuccessful for the 
Weimar Government. 
CHALLENGE: Do you 

think Ebert was 
lucky or a genius? 

Explain your answer. 

whiteboard.fi 
Use class code: 



Complete the table below to explain your answer. 

(i) What I can infer…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Details in the source that tell me this…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

(i) What I can infer…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Details in the source that tell me this…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Give two things you can infer from Source E about 
German reactions to the French occupation of the 

Ruhr (4 marks) 

Mark scheme
1-2 marks: Simple statements pointing out things in the source.

3-4 marks: A supported INFERENCE (an idea about what the source means or what its message is) from the source 
backed up by examples and your own knowledge to help you explain. 
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