
Image Event Outcome

April 1917 Lenin returns from exile, 
travelling to Petrograd in a sealed train 
from Switzerland via Germany and 
Finland.

Lenin’s return means he is posed to
take full leadership within the 
Bolsheviks and help with the 
growing problems outside of the 
Provisional Government and 
Petrograd Soviet.

1 May (18 April) 1917 The Milyukov 
note: A telegram sent to the Allied 
Powers by Foreign Minister Pavel 
Milyukov states the Provisional 
Government’s aim to continue the war. 

The note is leaked, resulting in 
protests and increased support for 
the Bolsheviks. Following this, 
Milyukov quits and members of the 
Socialist Revolutionaries and 
Mensheviks join the Provisional 
Government.

June Offensive: 1 July (18 June) 1917
Russian minister of war Alexander 
Kerensky launches an offensive against 
Austria-Hungary forces. Although the 
Russian effort is originally successful, the 
soldiers soon refuse to leave their 
trenches and fight due to low morale 
caused by the Revolution. Soldiers’ 
committees debate orders and 
encourage soldiers to disobey officers. 

Many soldiers return home to take 
part in sharing of land.
The June offensive collapses four 
days later and Russian troops have 
to respond to the Austrians’ and 
Germans’ counterattack.

July Days: 16–20 (3–7) July 1917
The July Days, a series of unplanned 
armed anti-government demonstrations 
of industrial workers and soldiers, begin 
in Petrograd. Lvov resigns as leader of 
the Provisional Government, with 
Alexander Kerensky taking over and 
crushing the demonstrations. 

The abandoned July rebellion ends 
in Soviets losing their control over 
the Provisional Government, 
showing the end of the ‘Dual Power’ 
situation. This is seen by many as 
the point of no return for the 
peaceful development of the 
Revolution.

Kornilov affair: 9 September (22–27 
August) 1917
The Kornilov affair: A failed overthrow by 
General Kornilov, commander of the 
Russian army, takes place, when he 
orders troops towards Petrograd to 
counter the threat of the Bolsheviks.
Prime Minister Kerensky presents 
Kornilov’s actions as an attempted right 
wing coup. 

While the affair is short lived, it 
secures power for the Bolsheviks 
among Petrograd’s working classes, 
workers and soldiers, and crushes 
the chances of a union Provisional 
Government between socialists and 
liberals due to the Kadets 
(Constitutional Democrats) and even 
Kerensky himself being implicated in 
the affair.

October Revolution: 7–8 November (25–
26 October) 1917
7 November (25) 1917: The Bolsheviks 
seize control of Petrograd.
8 November (26 October) 1917: The 
Bolsheviks take control of the Winter 
Palace, the last remaining holdout of the 
Provisional Government.

8 November (26 October) 1917: The 
Decrees on Land (announcing 
ending of private property and the 
sharing of the land amongst the 
peasantry), and Peace (proposing an 
immediate withdrawal of Russia 
from the First World War), are 
issued by the new Bolshevik 
government. 
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