
English Curriculum Long Term Planning

Year 7 HT1 HT2 HT3 HT4 HT5 HT6
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Big Idea 
Reading

How are the poor treated in society?
Oliver Twist:
Pupils will know: Life in Victorian London/Analysing 
characters/language

Is love blind? A Midsummer Night’s Dream: Pupils will 
know: Life in Elizabethan England/Shakespeare’s life
Analysing language / themes / characters

How do writers create images? 
Pupils will know: Poetic techniques – Structure and use 
of metaphor; poetic forms
/analysing poetry

Big Idea 
Writing

Composing a topic sentence / past simple tense. 
Vocabulary focus every week.  Writing in complete and full sentences; identifying the action and verb; subject-verb agreement for ‘to be’
Writing content includes: telling what happened; opening a story and writing about images.
Sentence variety / punctuation     
Vocabulary focus every week.      
Regular and irregular past simple verbs, avoiding fragments; avoiding fused sentences; using capital letters correctly.        
Writing content includes: telling what happened; opening a story and writing about images.                   
Writing about unseen texts / paragraphing/ narrative writing.
Vocabulary focus every week.   
Pronouns, sentence structure; paragraphing, speech punctuation.
Writing content includes: telling what happened; opening a story and writing about images.

Application 
of 
Knowledge

What kind of character is Bill Sykes? Is the love potion good or bad? How does the poet describe the tom cat?

Wider 
Curriculum 
Links

Victorian era, poverty, ignorance, class divide, disease, 
hardship and adversity, high mortality rate.  Children 
living in poverty – (orphans, workhouses), creating 
confident and formal speakers, using the ABC Oracy and 
Formality scale.
Mutual respect and tolerance. Developing and 
expressing personal views or values. 

Careers Week: journalism team task
Shakespeare’s Life
Love, comedy, female characters in Shakespeare’s play.  
Society in Elizabethan / Jacobean times
Life in ancient Athens (link to the play)
Family relationships in Elizabethan times
Developing discussion skills with ABC Oracy

Poetic techniques
Context
Understanding writers’ craft
Exploring themes – nature
Studying the lives of Tennyson, Blake and Phoebe 
Hesketh
Use of ABC oracy and Formality scale to develop 
speaking and listening 



Year 8 HT1 HT2 HT3 HT4 HT5 HT6
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Big Idea 
Reading

Does seeing or observing hold more power?  The 
Adventures of Sherlock Holmes: Pupils will know: 
Scientific developments in the Victorian Era; class and 
society; in Victorian England; the detective genre; duality. 
Analysing characters / language

Can men be monsters? The Tempest: Pupils will know: 
The Elizabethan age of exploration; colonialism; nature/
nurture; the form of a comedy; sub-plots;
Soliloquy and monologues; Italian city-states
Analysing language / themes / characters

Power – corruptor of all men? Animal Farm: Pupils 
will know: Allegory; Orwell’s life and times; The Russian 
Revolution; recurring imagery; irony and corruption
Analysing language / themes / characters

Big Idea 
Writing

Composing analytical paragraphs
Discourse markers; linking paragraphs; complex sentences; correcting fragments; independent clauses
Closed book analysis; composing a balanced argument; subordinate clauses; correcting a comma splice. 
Creative writing; extended metaphor; writing character, describing settings; Chekov’s Gun; horror, romance, adventure, fantasy and poetic justice

Mastery Writing 1 and 2: 
Grammar content includes: writing in complete and full sentences; identifying the action and verb; subject-verb agreement for ‘to-be’, regular and irregular past simple verbs, 
avoiding fragments; avoiding fused sentences; using capital sentences accurately; using pronouns; sentence structure; paragraphing; speech punctuation.
Writing content includes: telling what happened; opening a story, writing about up to four images, writing with no images, structuring a story.

Mastery Writing 3:
Grammar content includes: clauses; subordinate clauses; sentence demarcation; speech; apostrophes; possessive pronouns.
Writing content includes: problem solved stories; love stories; action stories; fantast quests; horror stories; poetic justice, Chekov’s gun; avoiding deus ex-machina.

Application 
of 
Knowledge

What kind of character is Sherlock Holmes? How is Caliban presented in the extract and in the rest 
of the play?

How and why does the farm fail in Animal Farm?

Wider 
Curriculum 
Links

Victorian era, scientific development, class and society. 
Introspective and observation, duality and dual nature. 
Creating confident and formal speakers, using the ABC 
Oracy and Formality scale.
HT1 and HT2

Colonialism; nature vs nurture; the form of a comedy, 
subplots, soliloquy and monologues; Italian city states. 
Developing discussion skills with ABC Oracy

Allegory, Orwell’s life and times; the Russian Revolution, 
irony and corruption.  Use of ABC oracy and Formality 
scale to develop speaking and listening



Year 9 HT1 HT2 HT3 HT4 HT5 HT6
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Big Idea 
Reading

Does your childhood shape you? Jane Eyre: 
Pupils will know: Life in Georgian/ Victorian England
Analysing characters / language
Writing skills linking to section B GCSE language papers 
Focus on basic and ambitious SPAG as part of writing 
scheme in HT2

Can adversity change us? Small Island:  
Pupils will know: Relationship between Jamaica and the 
UK
Cultural capital for the pupils 
Second world war context and understanding
Focus on language/themes/context/conventions of 
a play/stage directions and creating sophisticated 
analytical paragraphs in response to GCSE style play text 
questions 

Poetry Anthology
Approaching poetry / Themes / Language / Poetic /
techniques / Form / Structure / Comprehension / 
Meaning / Inference 

Big Idea 
Writing

Mastery Writing 1, 2 and 3 (see previous years for coverage)
Mastery Writing 4
Grammar content includes: subordinate clauses; quantifiers; defining and non-defining relative clauses; appositives; past perfect tenses; future perfect tenses; using conditionals.
Writing content includes: argumentative writing; introducing examples; writing a thesis; writing an introduction; ‘because, but, so’ counter-arguing; writing a complete non-fiction 
argument.

Assessment Explore the way Brontë presents Jane’s childhood 
experiences.

Which main character changes the most by the end of 
Small Island? In your answer discuss how Edmundson 
presents this change.

Compare the way poets present a theme in 2 poems.

Wider 
Curriculum 
Links

Victorian attitudes to children and childhood; rural 
isolation; Christianity; Victorian sickness; Developing and 
expressing personal views or values. Investigating moral 
values and ethical issues. Moral codes and models of 
moral virtue. Recognising right and wrong and applying 
it. Understanding how communities and societies 
function. Diversity

The Windrush; colonialism and multi-cultural Britain; 
modern dramatic conventions; character and 
monologue; foreshadowing; the form of a tragedy; AC 
Bradley’s lectures on tragic character. Mutual respect 
and tolerance, Developing personal values and beliefs, 
Understanding human feelings & emotions, Developing 
and expressing personal views or values, Understanding 
how communities and societies function, Exploring, 
understanding and respecting diversity, Resilience, 
Gatsby Benchmark 4.

The Windrush; colonialism and multi-cultural Britain; 
modern dramatic conventions; character and 
monologue; foreshadowing; the form of a tragedy; AC 
Bradley’s lectures on tragic character. Mutual respect 
and tolerance, Developing personal values and beliefs, 
Understanding human feelings & emotions, Developing 
and expressing personal views or values, Understanding 
how communities and societies function, Exploring, 
understanding and respecting diversity, Resilience, 
Gatsby Benchmark 4.



Year 10 HT1 HT2 HT3 HT4 HT5 HT6
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Big Idea Language Paper 1 – 
exposure to fictions extracts/
different styles of writing/
themes/structure and 
maximum exposure varied 
topics. 

Inference, quotes and 
analysis. Analysing 
language and structure. 
Evaluation. Creative/
descriptive writing. 

A Christmas Carol

Inference/quotations/
depth of language analysis.
Build on AO1/AO3 
knowledge and drill in to 
writer’s craft – make the 
links between ideas and 
methods.

Language Paper 2 – 
exposure to nonfiction 
extracts from 19th and 
20th/21st century/different 
styles of writing/themes/
structure and maximum 
exposure varied topics. 

Inference, quotes and 
analysis. Comparison skills. 
Writing to present a point 
of view.

Romeo and Juliet

Inference/quotations/
depth of language analysis.
Build on AO1/AO3 
knowledge and drill in to 
writer’s craft – make the 
links between ideas and 
methods.

Revisiting Language Paper 
1 and 2.

Revising Literature Paper 1.

Revision for mocks.

Poetry Anthology.

Assessment Mock exam Language Paper 
1. To measure attainment 
and expose students to 
magnitude and importance 
of GCSE exam environment.

Literature Paper 1 style 
character/theme question.
Analysis of extract

Language Paper 2 mock 
exam

Literature exam style extract 
question based on theme/
character.

Classroom based 
assessments on specified 
questions from exam papers.

Mock exams for all papers 
during this half term.

Assessment 
Intent

To measure outcome and 
tailor teaching to specific 
classes (and individual 
students) to meet their 
needs based on outcome 
and data.

Measure levels of 
comprehension and initial 
understanding of plot, 
characters and ability to 
analyse archaic language.

Measure progress and 
outcome – use as baseline 
for paper 2 knowledge and 
tailor further lessons to suit 
needs of classes.

Measure understanding of 
characters/plot/language. 
Replicate exam timings and 
expectations in Lit Paper 1.

To keep track of question 
marks for each student and 
to tailor future lessons to the 
areas for improvement.

Measure outcome and 
progress of all students on 
all papers and questions 
to track progress into year 
11 and develop accurate 
predictions

Wider 
Curriculum 
Links

Topical extracts leading to 
discussions, structured using 
ABC Oracy.
Developing vocabulary and 
writing with PoL strategies.

Victorian era, poverty, 
ignorance, class 
stratification, class divide, 
mobility, Prince Albert’s 
influence on society, disease, 
hardship and adversity. Links 
to SMSC – using ABC oracy.

SMSC – discussions of 
topical, non-fiction texts – 
creation of opinions to guide 
writing frames.
Use ABC oracy to structure 
debate then apply to written 
work.
Developing vocabulary and 
writing with PoL strategies.

SMSC – discussions of 
family, betrayal, love, 
romance, rejection, 
community, parental 
pressure.
Use ABC Oracy to structure 
discussions.

Topical extracts leading to 
various discussions relevant 
to text and answers. Use 
ABC Oracy to structure 
discussions and inform 
arguments.
Developing vocabulary and 
writing with PoL strategies.

SMSC – contextual 
discussions around conflict 
issues references in poetry, 
as well as topical discussions 
around language extracts.
Use of ABC Oracy.
Developing vocabulary and 
writing with PoL strategies



Year 11 HT1 HT2 HT3 HT4 HT5 HT6
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Big Idea Power/War/Conflict 
themed poetry. Modern 
and archaic poetry and 
attitudes to conflict. 

Drawing together links 
between ideas, context 
and method.
Focus on links and 
comparisons.

Language Papers- 
thematic focus on the 
‘paranormal’ 

Developing Language 
questions skills – begin 
to take away scaffolds.

Lang and Lit Paper 1 
Revision Prep 

Lang/structural analysis 
– evaluation of language 
– creative writing

Revising key concepts 
and ideas from Lit texts 
– Paper 1 .

Lang and Lit Paper 2 
Revision Prep 

Comparison of texts.
Paper 2 non – fiction 
writing.

Revising key concepts 
and ideas from Lit texts 
– Paper 2.

GCSE prep Study time

Assessment Mock poetry question. Mock exams at the end 
of the half term

Mini mock exams 
throughout half term – 1 
mock at the end 

Mock exams interleaved 
with mini question 
in-class mocks using 
examiner mark scheme 
for feedback

Practice questions each 
lesson

Assessment 
Intent

To assess progress and 
expose students to order 
of exam and what to 
expect in the Summer.

Measure outcome and 
progress levels in first 
mock. Data collection 
and tailoring lessons to 
suit class weaknesses 
and inform next steps 
teaching.

Continually measure 
progress and outcome 
for mini mock single 
questions.

Recap both Lit and Lang 
skills continuing to create 
a picture of performance 
in final exams.

To perfect understanding 
of each exam and the 
questions and skills 
required for each 
response.
Use information to 
personalise teaching on a 
weekly basis.

Wider 
Curriculum 
Links

Attitudes to war and 
conflict. Discussions 
around modern-day 
conflict/topical thematic 
conversations and inner 
conflict/mental health 
issues. 
ABC Oracy to structure 
discussion and debate.

Opinions on the 
paranormal. Why this 
might be a comfort. 
Discussion of belief 
systems, using ABC 
Oracy. Use of PoL to focus 
writing and vocabulary.

Context bigger picture 
and thematic analysis 
and opinions (lit 1)

Exposure to various topics 
in lang extracts
Use of ABC Oracy and PoL 
to develop spoken and 
written responses.

Contextual discussions 
based on themes in 
specific texts. Wholesome 
understanding of the 
bigger picture of both 
sets of exam papers. Use 
of ABC Oracy and PoL 
to develop spoken and 
written responses.

Contextual discussions, 
clarification about 
exam bigger picture. 
Solidify understanding 
of expectations for each 
question. Use of ABC 
Oracy and PoL to develop 
spoken and written 
responses.


