
Brain in Gear 

19th Century 
Women!

Define Suffragists (1 point)

Define hinder (1 point) 

Describe two changes to roles of women in the 19th century (2 points)

Why do historians disagree on their views of the Suffragettes? (2 points)

Describe two changes to roles of women in the 19th century (3 points)

Why did the British Empire fall? (4 points)
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Was Emily Davison a martyr?
Define the term martyr

Explain what happened to Emily 
Davison

Judge if you think she is a martyr
Define key term martyr.
Using a video identify who Emily Davison was.
Use evidence to identify reasons why Emily Davison was a martyr.

Define key term martyr using examples.
Using a video describe who Emily Davison was.
Use evidence to describe reasons why Emily Davison was and was not martyr.

Define key term martyr using examples.
Using a video explain who Emily Davison was and why she was famous.
Use evidence to judge the main reasons why Emily Davison was a martyr to some 
people.

What 
makes 

someone a 
martyr?

Individual liberty
Mutual respect



What is a martyr?

• These 
people are 
thought to 
be martyr’s. 
Who are 
they and 
what do 
you think a 
martyr is?



Was Emily Davison a martyr?

Key word: 
Martyr – Someone who 

dies for what they 
believe in
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Emily Davison
Watch the following clip 
and answer these 
questions in your book.

1. What did Emily 
Davidson want?

2. What does she do?
3. Why would this help 

women’s suffrage?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-W_URTWjgR0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-W_URTWjgR0


Look at the pictures –
what do they tell you 

about how Emily 
Davidson’s death was 

seen by the public?
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What happened next?

Emily Davidson was shown as a martyr, 
suggesting that she killed herself to protest 
women not having the vote. The Suffragists 

made sure everybody heard her story.

Many people saw this and were inspired to 
support women’s suffrage and it was a major 

turning point in the campaign. 



Did she REALLY mean to kill herself?

There is some evidence to suggest that her death 
was actually a big mistake.

• Each student will have a statement on whether 
Davison intended to end her life by jumping at 
the Derby.

• Write evidence on your sheet. 
• Once you have identified and rewritten the main 

points swap your card with a partner.



Emily Davison

She meant to kill herself Her death was a mistake
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Skill Focus:
“Emily Davidson wanted to kill herself and 

become a martyr” Do you agree?

In my opinion I agree with this statement 
because Emily Davison dedicated much of her 

life to the cause of women’s suffrage and 
showed reckless behaviour in the past. For 
example, whilst in Holloway prison Emily 

Davison was reported to throw herself from the 
railings twice, showing how far she was willing 
to go to gain attention for the cause. She also 

acted alone in this plot. This shows Davison was 
dedicated to the cause and would do what was 

necessary to get the attention the cause needed, 
including the actions she took at the Epsom 
Derby.  As a consequence Davison became a 

martyr to the cause of women’s suffrage, 
gaining mass publicity for her actions. As a result 

I think that Emily Davison did intend to kill 
herself and become a martyr for the cause of 

women’s suffrage.

What is good about this 
answer?

How could it improve? 
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SPECIFIC and 
RELEVANT 
detailed evidence

Clear EXPLANATION 
of the impact – could 
extend to newspaper 
reactions

Clear POINT that 
shows judgement 
in response to 
question

Analysis of 
CONSEQUENCE 
linking to 
question



Skill Focus:
“Emily Davidson wanted to kill herself and become 

a martyr” Do you agree?

Write a paragraph that DISAGREES with this 
statement. 

In my opinion I disagree with this statement 
because… This shows… As a consequence… Another 
key piece of evidence is… this also supports the view 

that… As a result I think… 



Peer marking- Green pen
WWW:
• Clear point showing your 

judgement.
• Good use of evidence to support 

your point.
• Good explanation of why this 

mattered.
• Good analysis of the consequence of 

Davison’s actions.
• Good discussion of the reaction to 

Davison's actions.
• Good link to the question.
• Good discussion of why people 

might disagree with your point.

EBI:
• Give a clear point showing your 

judgement.
• Use more evidence to support your 

point.
• Explain why this mattered.
• Analyse the consequence of 

Davison’s actions.
• Discuss the reaction to Davison's 

actions.
• Give links to the question.
• Discuss why people might disagree 

with your point.
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