
There are 66.4 million people in the UK

This data is from the 2011 
census.

It shows a 4 million person 
drop in the amount of 
Christians in the UK.

So how many people said 
they were Christian in 

2001?

Clue: It is now 33.2 million, 
so what did it used to be?
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Christianity in the UK today.
Friday, 16 October 2020

To look at the impact of Christianity in the UK today and compare 
it to our own beliefs.

Identify how Christianity is seen in the UK today.

Describe how Christianity is seen in the UK today.

Explain why Christianity is still a huge part of the UK today.

Evaluate the effects of the UK being a mainly Christian country 
today.



Christianity & The Law

How are some of 
these 

commandments still 
used in our UK law 

today? 

Discuss on your 
tables

EG: “It is illegal to 
pervert the course of 
justice (lie in court) 

which is the 9th

commandment.”
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• A Timeline of Christianity in the UK
• 43 AD The Romans invade England
• 180 AD The first evidence of Christianity in Roman Britain
• 304 St Alban was the first Christian man to be sacrificed in England
• 313 The Emperor Constantine allows Christians freedom of worship
• 407 The Romans leave Britain and the native people (Celts) are left to fend for themselves
• 450 Saxons from Germany invade Eastern England. They slowly spread across the country. The Saxons are pagans and as they grow, Christianity disappears from 

England except in the South West
• 6th Century Cut off from Rome, Christians in Wales, Cornwall, Scotland and Ireland develop their own Celtic Church
• 597 Missionaries are sent from Rome to preach in Kent. Eventually the people of Kent and Essex are converted
• 627 The King of Northumbria (a kingdom in the north of England) are converted. Eventually the people follow.
• 630 Missionaries preach in East Anglia and Hampshire
• 653 The king of Mercia (a kingdom in the Midlands) is converted and his people follow
• 664 The king of Northumbria decides to follow the Church in Rome rather than the Celtic Church
• 680 St Wilfrid begins converting Sussex, the last Saxon kingdom to become Christian
• 851 The Danes invade England
• 878 Alfred the Great defeats the Danes and they agree to be baptised
• Late 10th Century There is a religious revival in England and many new monasteries are founded
• Late 14th Century John Wycliffe translates the Bible into English  
• 1525 William Tyndale translates the New Testament into English
• 1534 Henry VIII makes himself head of the Church of England
• 1536 William Tyndale is burned. Smaller monasteries in England are taken down.
• 1539 Henry VIII closes the larger monasteries. 
• 1545 Latin prayers are replaced by prayers in English
• 1554 Queen Mary is given the crown
• 1553 Mary begins murdering Protestants
• 1558 Mary dies and Elizabeth becomes queen
• 1612 The first Baptist Church in England is formed
• 1642-46 The Civil War disrupts life in England. Afterwards many people form their own independent churches separate from the Church of England
• 1661 The Corporation Act says all officials in towns must be members of the Church of England
• 1689 The Toleration Act allows non-conformists (Protestants who do not belong to the Church of England) to have their own places of worship and their own 

preachers
• 1829 The Catholic Emancipation Act allows Catholics to become MPs and hold public office
• 1851 A survey shows only about 40% of the population are at church or chapel on a given Sunday
• 1865 The Salvation Army is founded
• 1881 A survey shows only about 1/3 of the population attend church on a Sunday
• 1970s House Churches are formed. The Alpha Course is invented.
• 1994 The Church of England ordains women priests



The History of Christianity in the UK

Which part of the timeline do you think is the most important? And why? (IE –
what was the impact/effect?)

Which part of the timeline do you think is the most important? Which part of the 
timeline do you think is the least important? And why? (IE – what was the 
impact/effect?)

Can you find out if Christianity is growing or shrinking over the timeline? Why do 
you think this could be?

Find a positive section of the timeline and explain why it had a positive effect on 
the UK, then do the same for a negative section.

Struggle Task: What do you predict the future is for Christianity in the UK? Explain 
why.

Read the timeline. Scan, skim & highlight for any important information or words you don’t 
understand.



5 Which rule of The Decalogue would be the worst to break? Why?

7 If a Christian were to break any of The Ten Commandments, which ones would be seen to be crimes and why?

Which of the rules would be the most difficult to follow, why?

The Decalogue (The 10 Commandments) is 
followed by Catholic and Protestant 

Christians.

Key Word; Denomination = branch of 
a religion.

Remember – Henry VIII 
set up the Protestant 
(Church of England) 

church when the 
Catholic church 

wouldn’t allow him to 
divorce.
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Christian Schools

• Faith schools are mostly run 
like other state schools. 
They have to follow the 
national curriculum except 
for religious studies, where 
they are free to only teach 
about their own religion. 

• If you are not religious, you 
may still attend a faith 
school but you would have 
to believe in the school’s 
ethos and take part in their 
assemblies, prayers etc.

What are the advantages and 
disadvantages of Church schools? 

Write a PEE paragraph for each side of 
the argument.

Point.
Evidence. 

Explanation. 
Eg. 

P. One advantage of church schools is that 
it is keeping up the tradition in the UK. 

E. St Wilfred's RC school has been around 
since 1963. 

E. This is a good thing because  we are 
keeping our Christian heritage alive. 
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-There are a lot of ideas about what it means to be a Christian. 
-Some ideas about what makes a person a Christian are listed below. 
-For each one, explain if you think this really makes someone a Christian
•believes that God exists

•believes that Jesus Christ was a real person

•goes to church every week

•was taught about religion when they were 
young by parents/church

•reads the Bible and knows a lot about it

•follows the rules, laws, commandments and 
rituals of a church

•preaches to others telling them how they 
should live

The 2011 census, identified 33.2 million people in the UK as Christians, but a recent survey showed that only 1 million people attend 
church every week. 
What does this show us about Christianity in the UK? 

What Is A Christian?



Is Britain a Christian country? 
Religion in Britain
• Half of Britons do not regard themselves as belonging to any 

particular religion (50% say no, 43% yes)
• 76% who say that they are not especially religious
• Just 5% say that they are 'very religious'

Is a Britain a Christian country? 
• 56% of Britons say that 'Britain IS a Christian country' 

compared to a third (33%) who say that it isn't
• 43% of people who say that they themselves are not very 

religious still feel that Britain IS a Christian country

Should Britain be a Christian country?
• The majority (61%) says that Britain SHOULD be a Christian 

country, while just one in five (22%) says that it shouldn't
• Just over a third (34%) of people who feel that Britain SHOULD 

be a Christian country feel that it IS NOT one
• Interestingly, among those who are 'not at all religious', 

feeling is completely split about whether Britain SHOULD be a 
Christian country (37% say it should, 37% say it shouldn't)

Do you 
think the UK 
is a Christian 

country? 
What is your 
reaction to 

the statistics 
form the 
census in 

2011?



Christianity in the UK

Do you think the UK is a 
Christian country? Explain
your answer. 

Do you think the UK is a 
Christian country? Explain 
your answer using 
information from the census. 

Do you think the UK is a 
Christian country? Explain 
your answer using 
information from the census. 
Evaluate the positives and 
negatives of this. 

Using your notes and the information from the census. 
Answer the questions

Religion in Britain
• Half of Britons do not regard themselves as belonging to 

any particular religion (50% say no, 43% yes)
• 76% who say that they are not especially religious
• Just 5% say that they are 'very religious'

Is Britain a Christian country? 
• 56% of Britons say that 'Britain IS a Christian country' 

compared to a third (33%) who say that it isn't
• 43% of people who say that they themselves are not very 

religious still feel that Britain IS a Christian country

Should Britain be a Christian country?
• The majority (61%) says that Britain SHOULD be a 

Christian country, while just one in five (22%) says that it 
shouldn't

• Just over a third (34%) of people who feel that Britain 
SHOULD be a Christian country feel that it IS NOT one

• Interestingly, among those who are 'not at all religious', 
feeling is completely split about whether Britain SHOULD 
be a Christian country (37% say it should, 37% say it 
shouldn't)



I'm so lucky to live in a country where religion plays basically no role in society. I'm very proud that my home 
country, the Czech Republic, is one of the most atheist countries in the world. My parents aren't religious and 
neither were my grandparents. Religious education is not part of the school curriculum and the bible belongs on 
the same shelf as the Greek mythology. Religious people in my country are usually looked at as being slightly 
weird and delusional, unlike for example in the USA where it's usually the other way around. 

Struggle Task

This was one of the comments left about the TV clip. 
Write down your reaction to it.

What do you agree with/disagree with about the Czech Republics approach to religion?  



Have I met my outcome?
Friday, 16 October 2020

To look at the impact of Christianity in the UK today and compare 
it to our own beliefs.

One thing I have found out about Christianity in the UK is…

I think this means that….

Christianity is still a big part of the UK today because…

A positive of the UK being a Christian country is…
A negative of the UK being a Christian country is…
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