
Brain in Gear 

Russian 
Revolution

Who was the leader of Russia before the 1917 revolution? (1 point)

Describe 2 ways Russia was ‘backward’ before 1917 (1 point) 

Explain why the size of Russia was a problem before 1917 (2 points)

Describe two differences between Capitalism and Communism (2 points)

Define Marxists, Bolsheviks and Mensheviks (3 points)

Why do you think Communism appealed in Russia at this time? (4 points)
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Title: What caused the February Revolution 
1917?

Use evidence to describe the cause of the February revolution. 
Explain different long term and short term reasons for the revolution.

Judge the main causes of the revolution.
Identify reasons for a revolution.
Use a thinking quilt to describe the main 4 reasons for the revolution.
Explain your judgement on the cause of the February Revolution 

Describe reasons for a revolution.
Use a thinking quilt to explain the long/short term causes of the February 
Revolution.
Explain your judgement on the cause of the February Revolution.

Describe the main reasons for a revolution.
Use a thinking quilt to explain the long and short term causes of the 
February Revolution.
Assess your judgement on the cause of the February Revolution.

What 
causes a 

revolution?

Individual liberty



How many reasons can you think of?

What might cause a 
revolution? Think of as 
many problems as you 
can.

Challenge: What solution 
could you give to these 
problems?

Key words

Revolution: a dramatic and wide-reaching change in conditions, attitudes, or action.
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Revolution time!

Task 1

Organise the causes of the 
revolution into the following 
groups:

Economic (money)
Political 

(leaders/government)
Social (Peasants/workers)
International (World War I)

Task 2

Can you decide if these 
problems were short or long 
term?

Short term- an event/problem 
that happens just before an 
event and starts a response 
very quickly.

Long term- an event/problem 
that happens a few 
months/years before the event 
and causes a slow response.

Task 3

Which problem do 
you think was the 
worst and why? 
What do you think 
caused the 
February 
Revolution 1917?



Cause of the revolution- thinking quilt

Tsar Nicholas II was unable to rule 
effectively. He made poor decisions 
that led to worsening relations with 
the government and increased 
hardship for civilians and soldiers 
alike.

The War brought terrible suffering 
for soldiers and civilians alike. Best 
estimates state that almost two 
million Russian soldiers were killed. A 
similar number of civilians also died. 
Morale during this time was very low.

As the war continued, the strength of 
the Russian Empire's government 
was called into question. 
When Nicholas II left to the front he 
left his wife, Tsarina Alexandra, in 
control. Alexandra was not hugely 
popular in Russia. She was a German 
princess and some were suspicious as 
to where here loyalties lay in the 
war.

In January 1917, in commemoration 
of Bloody Sunday, 140 000 workers 
went on strike in Petrograd. In 
February, rioting broke out in the 
city. Crowds attacked bakeries in a 
desperate search for bread. This was 
partially in response to the 
announcement of bread rationing. 
In the following days, strikes and 
demonstrations took place. 

From the start of the war, Russia's 
economic problems grew steadily 
worse. By the beginning of 1917, the 
country was facing economic failure. 
Essential materials from overseas 
could no longer reach Russia. This 
resulted in shortages of raw 
materials and finished goods. The 
army faced major shortages of 
supplies and weapons.

To save politics a Duma (elected 
national parliament that debates 
ideas) was to be set up. No law was 
to be passed unless approved by the 
Duma. Nicholas ignored this many 
times, including in 1915 over a 
disagreement regarding Russia in 
WWI.

The royal family became much less
popular under the influence of 
Grigori Rasputin. 
Rasputin was a monk from Siberia. 
He was infamous for his drunkenness 
and for womanising. However he 
also gained a reputation as a healer, 
able to perform amazing miracles. He 
advised the Tsarina on appointments 
to the government, interfered in 
important decisions. 

Agricultural methods stayed 
backward and still relied on many 
peasants being able to work the land. 
Millions of peasant farmers were 
conscripted into the army. This led to 
a major shortage of manpower on 
the farms and a fall in production.

Many of those brought into the army 
had come from the Russian 
peasantry. By 1916 a third had been 
injured.
As the Russian Army had retreated 
from Poland and Lithuania in 1915, 
they had destroyed a lot of farmland. 
Peasant livelihoods were destroyed. 

Peasants grew increasingly angry at
their situation. Unemployment rose 
in industries that were not directly 
giving products to the war effort 
(these factories could not maintain a 
supply of raw materials).
Living conditions fell, especially as a 
result of shortages in the shops. 

Russia had a poor railway system. 
This was taken over by the 
government to be used for the war 
effort. It had to cope with the 
pressures of moving large amounts 
of troops and supplies to the 
battlefronts. This made it more 
difficult to keep the cities supplied 
with food. 

Nicholas declared himself 
Commander in Chief of the army and 
left for the Eastern Front to take 
control of operations. 
However, Nicholas was not well 
educated in the tactics of war. 
World War One was a total disaster 
for Russia. The Russian army suffered 
defeat after defeat at the hands of 
Germany.  

Task 1

Organise the causes of the revolution 
into the following groups:

 Economic (money)
 Political (leaders/government)
 Social (Peasants/workers)
 International (World War I)

Task 2

Can you decide if these problems were 
short or long term?

Short term- an event/problem that 
happens just before an event and 
starts a response very quickly.

Long term- an event/problem that 
happens a few months/years before 
the event and causes a slow response.

Task 3

Which problem do you think was the 
worst and why? What do you think 
caused the February Revolution 1917?



Cause of the revolution- thinking quilt

Tsar Nicholas II was unable to rule 
effectively. He made poor decisions 
that led to worsening relations with 
the government and increased 
hardship for civilians and soldiers 
alike.

The War brought terrible suffering 
for soldiers and civilians alike. Best 
estimates state that almost two 
million Russian soldiers were killed.

As the war continued, the strength of 
the Russian Empire's government 
was said to be very bad at ruling. 
When Nicholas II left to the front he 
left his wife, Tsarina Alexandra, in 
control. Alexandra was not hugely 
popular in Russia. 

In January 1917, in commemoration 
of Bloody Sunday, 140 000 workers 
went on strike (stopped working) in 
Petrograd. In February, rioting broke 
out in the city. Crowds attacked 
bakeries in a desperate search for 
bread. 

From the start of the war, Russia's 
economic problems grew steadily 
worse. By the beginning of 1917, the 
country was facing economic failure. 
Russian industry moved into crisis 
during the war. 

To save politics a Duma (elected 
national parliament that debates 
ideas) was to be set up. No law was 
to be passed unless approved by the 
Duma. Nicholas ignored this many 
times, including in 1915 over a 
disagreement regarding Russia in 
WWI.

The royal family became much less
popular under the influence of 
Grigori Rasputin. 
He advised the Tsarina on 
appointments to the government, 
interfered in important decisions. He 
could do no wrong in the eyes of the 
Tsarina. 

Agricultural methods stayed 
backward and still relied on many 
peasants being able to work the land. 
Millions of peasant farmers were 
recruited into the army. 

Many of those brought into the 
army had come from the Russian 
peasantry. By 1916 a third had been 
injured.
As the Russian Army had retreated 
from Poland and Lithuania in 1915, 
they had destroyed a great deal of 
farmland. Peasant livelihoods were 
destroyed. 

Peasants grew increasingly angry at
their situation. Unemployment rose 
in industries that were not directly 
giving products to the war effort 
(these factories could not maintain a 
supply of raw materials).
Living conditions fell, especially as a 
result of shortages in the shops. 

Russia had a poor railway system. 
This was taken over by the 
government to be used for the war 
effort. It had to cope with the 
pressures of moving large amounts 
of troops and supplies to the 
battlefronts. This made it more 
difficult to keep the cities supplied 
with food. 

World War One was a total disaster 
for Russia. The Russian army suffered 
defeat after defeat at the hands of 
Germany.  

Task 1

Organise the causes of the revolution 
into the following groups:

 Economic (money)
 Political (leaders/government)
 Social (Peasants/workers)
 International (World War I)

Task 2

Can you decide if these problems were 
short or long term?

Short term- an event/problem that 
happens just before an event and 
starts a response very quickly.

Long term- an event/problem that 
happens a few months/years before 
the event and causes a slow response.

Task 3

Which problem do you think was the 
worst and why? What do you think 
caused the February Revolution 1917?



Cause of the revolution- thinking quilt
Tsar Nicholas II was unable to rule effectively. 
He made poor decisions that led to worsening 
relations with the government and increased 
hardship for civilians and soldiers alike.
Nicholas refused to accept any reduction in the 
absolute power he held. 

The War brought terrible suffering for soldiers 
and civilians alike. Best estimates state that 
almost two million Russian soldiers were killed. 
A similar number of civilians also died. Morale 
during this time was very low .

As the war continued, the strength of the 
Russian Empire's government was called into 
question. 
When Nicholas II left to the front he left his 
wife, Tsarina Alexandra, in control. Alexandra 
was not hugely popular in Russia. She was a 
German princess and some were suspicious as 
to where here loyalties lay in the war.

In January 1917, in commemoration of Bloody 
Sunday, 140 000 workers went on strike in 
Petrograd. In February, rioting broke out in the 
city. Crowds attacked bakeries in a desperate 
search for bread. This was partially in response 
to the announcement of bread rationing. 
In the following days, strikes and 
demonstrations took place. 

From the start of the war, Russia's economic 
problems grew steadily worse. By the beginning 
of 1917, the country was facing economic 
failure. 
Russian industry moved into crisis during the 
war. Essential raw materials from overseas 
could no longer reach Russia. This resulted in 
shortages of raw materials and finished goods. 
The army faced major shortages of supplies and 
weapons.

To save politics a Duma (elected national 
parliament that debates ideas) was to be set up. 
No law was to be passed unless approved by the 
Duma. Nicholas ignored this many times, 
including in 1915 over a disagreement regarding 
Russia in WWI.

The royal family became much less popular 
under the influence of Grigori Rasputin. 
Rasputin was a monk from Siberia. He was 
infamous for his drunkenness and for 
womanising. However he also gained a 
reputation as a healer, able to perform amazing 
miracles. He advised the Tsarina on 
appointments to the government, interfered in 
important decisions. He could do no wrong in 
the eyes of the Tsarina. 

Agricultural methods stayed backward and still 
relied on many peasants being able to work the 
land. Millions of peasant farmers were 
conscripted into the army. This led to a major 
shortage of manpower on the farms and a fall in 
production.

Many of those brought into the army had come 
from the Russian peasantry. By 1916 a third had 
been injured.
As the Russian Army had retreated from Poland 
and Lithuania in 1915, they had destroyed a 
great deal of farmland. Peasant livelihoods were 
destroyed. 
Shortages in grain during the war resulted in 
many of the poorer land workers holding on to 
what they produced.

Peasants grew increasingly angry at their 
situation. Unemployment rose in industries that 
were not directly giving products to the war 
effort (these factories could not maintain a 
supply of raw materials).
Living conditions fell, especially as a result of 
shortages in the shops. 

Russia had a poor railway system. This was 
taken over by the government to be used for 
the war effort. It had to cope with the pressures 
of moving large amounts of troops and supplies 
to the battlefronts. This made it more difficult to 
keep the cities supplied with food. 

Nicholas declared himself Commander in Chief 
of the army and left for the Eastern Front to 
take control of operations. 
However, Nicholas was not well educated in the 
tactics of war. Moreover, his absence left a 
weakened government.

World War One was a total disaster for Russia. 
The Russian army suffered defeat after defeat at 
the hands of Germany. 



Title: What caused the February Revolution 
1917?

Use evidence to describe the cause of the February revolution. 
Explain different long term and short term reasons for the revolution.

Judge the main causes of the revolution.
Identify reasons for a revolution.
Describe the main 4 reasons for the revolution.
Explain your judgement on the cause of the February Revolution 

Describe reasons for a revolution.
Explain the long/short term causes of the February Revolution.
Explain your judgement on the cause of the February Revolution.

Describe the main reasons for a revolution.
Explain the long and short term causes of the February Revolution.
Assess your judgement on the cause of the February Revolution.

What 
causes a 

revolution?

Individual liberty



Start the discussion:
• I believe that ___ caused the February Revolution

because...
• In my opinion ___ caused the February Revolution

because...
• One argument may be that ___ because...
• I’d like to make the point that…

Agree:
• I support your point that ___ caused the February Revolution

because of…
• Your opinion is reasonable because...
• I agree with your statement because...
• Your argument is a valid one because...

Build:
• Building on what... said...
• In addition to ...’s statement...
• I agree with your point, but should add that…
• Your argument is a good one, however it needs...

Challenge:
• This opinion could be questioned because…
• My own view is contrasting with yours because...
• I would like to challenge your argument because...
• I disagree with your statement for a number of reasons...

“WWI was the main reason for the February 
Revolution”
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Post-it vote
“WWI was the main reason for the February 

Revolution”

Strongly agree Strongly disagreeNeither agree nor disagree



What 
causes a 

revolution
?
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