
Why did William build 500 castles?

Define as many of 
the key words as 
you can.

Green- 1 point.
Yellow- 2 points.
Blue- 3 points.

Challenge: Explain 
how they link to 
William’s control of 
England.

Invasion Submission Geld tax

Earldoms Borderlands Marcher 
earldoms

Knights Housecarls Fyrd

Shield wall Feigned retreat Blood feuds

Are castles 
important 
today?



Title: Why did William build 500 castles? 

Learning Objectives
-Describe the key features of castles. 
-Explain why William built 500 castles. 
-Assess the effectiveness of William’s castles in establishing control. 

Individual 
liberty, rule of 

lawAre 
castles 
important 
today?



Task

1. Read the information and highlight 
any ways William gained control of 
England.

2. Read the information and give each 
paragraph a title.

3. For each paragraph make notes of 
the ways William controlled England.

4. Summarise the ways William 
controlled England in one paragraph.

Challenge: Which method of control 
would be most efficient? Why? Can you 
see any potential problems with this?



Describe a Motte and Bailey castle….
• In pairs number 

yourselves 1 and 2.

Number 1s- describe the 
picture you have been given 
using the key words. 
Remember formality!

Number 2s- draw what your 
partner describes. Try to 
be as accurate as possible!

4 minutes



Describe a Motte and Bailey castle….
Check your drawing.

How well did you do?

• 2 points for every key 
word labelled.

• 2 points for every 
item drawn.



Describe a Motte and Bailey castle….
Stick in your own picture 
and annotate around it.

For each feature explain 
why it would be useful.

• Challenge: Why were 
motte and bailey castles 
hard to attack?

Learning Objectives
-Describe the key features of castles. 
-Explain why William built 500 castles. 
-Assess the effectiveness of William’s castles in establishing control. 



Describe two features of Norman Castles. 
(4) 

Learning Objectives
-Describe the key features of castles. 
-Explain why William built 500 castles. 
-Assess the effectiveness of William’s castles in establishing control. 

One feature of Norman castles was…
This included…

Another feature of Norman castles was…
This included…

This question is worth 4 marks.

You get 2 marks per feature.

A feature is something distinctive 
or characteristic e.g. one feature 

here might be the system of 
earldoms.

Each feature needs a supporting 
detail. This is some specific 
information that shows you 

understand the feature.

Extension: Self assess your 
answer. How many marks would you 

give yourself?



Describe two features of Norman Castles. 
(4) 

Learning Objectives
-Describe the key features of castles. 
-Explain why William built 500 castles. 
-Assess the effectiveness of William’s castles in establishing control. 

One feature of Norman castles was…
This included…

Another feature of Norman castles was…
This included…

Extension: Self assess your 
answer. How many marks would you 

give yourself?

Self-assess

Have you included:
One clear feature of Anglo-
Saxon society
A supporting detail for the 
feature
Another clear feature of 
Anglo-Saxon society
Another supporting detail



Why were 
castles 

important? 

Task

1. Annotate around 
each picture to 
show why castles 
were important.

2. Can you link any 
reasons together? 
Explain how the 
reasons link e.g. 
symbol of Norman 
power and defend 
them from attack.



Castles were built in 
strategic locations- for 
example, at river 
crossings or near passes 
through mountains or hills. 
The Marcher earls built 
castles all along the 
border with Wales.

They were a symbol of 
Norman power: everyone 
in the area would see the 
castle towering over them 
and would constantly be 
reminded of who ruled 
them.

They were strong so as to 
defend from attack. 
Motte and bailey castles 
had features such as 
palisades and drawbridges 
to prevent people from 
entering the castle.

They were used as a base 
by the lord of the area. 
The Marcher earls, for 
example, launched 
invasions into Wales from 
castles like Chepstow in 
South Wales. If troops 
were beaten back, they 
could take refuge in the 
Castle and then launch a 
counter-attack.

They were used to 
dominate territory newly 
brought under Norman 
control. These castles 
were often build in towns, 
Exeter, Warwick, 
Nottingham and York 
castles were all built as 
part of campaigns against 
unrest in the area.

Castles were different, 
and in some ways better, 
than burhs. They were 
private, instead of public, 
and built for the lord and 
his garrison. They were 
small and easy to defend, 
unlike burhs. Burhs were 
easy to set alight, 
whereas castles were 
protected by earthworks, 
and the keep was raised 
on the motte. Burhs role 
was to protect, and 
castles to control.



Castles were built in 
strategic locations- for 
example, at river crossings 
or ear passes through 
mountains or hills. The 
Marcher earls built castles 
all along the border with 
Wales.

They were a symbol of 
Norman power: everyone in 
the area would see the 
castle towering over them 
and would constantly be 
reminded of who ruled 
them.

They were strong so as to 
defend from attack. Motte 
and bailey castles had 
features such as palisades 
and drawbridges to prevent 
people from entering the 
castle.

They were used as a base 
by the lord of the area. 
The Marcher earls, for 
example, launched invasions 
into Wales from castles like 
Chepstow in South Wales. 
If troops were beaten 
back, they could take 
refuge in the Castle and 
then launch a counter-
attack.

They were used to 
dominate territory newly 
brought under Norman 
control. These castles were 
often build in towns, 
Exeter, Warwick, 
Nottingham and York 
castles were all built as 
part of campaigns against 
unrest in the area.

Castles were different, 
and in some ways better, 
than burhs. They were 
private, instead of public, 
and built for the lord and 
his garrison. They were 
small and easy to defend, 
unlike burhs. Burhs were 
easy to set alight, whereas 
castles were protected by 
earthworks, and the keep 
was raised on the motte. 
Burhs role was to protect, 
and castles to control.



Title: Why did William build 500 castles? 

Learning Objectives
-Describe the key features of castles. 
-Explain why William built 500 castles. 
-Assess the effectiveness of William’s castles in establishing control. 

Individual 
liberty, rule of 

lawAre 
castles 
important 
today?



Why were 
castles 

important? 

How many can you remember?
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