
H O W  D O E S  S T E I N B E C K  
P R E S E N T  T H E  

C H A R A C T E R  O F  
C R O O K S  I N  C H A P T E R 4 ?  

TASK 1:

Yesterday you read Chapter 4 in Mr Fortune’s 

lesson. 

Write a summary of everything you 

remember about chapter 4. 

Thinking about this question and 

this section of the text will help 

us to write analytical responses 

with a little more thoughtful 

depth! 

TASK 3:

Recall 3 quotations from chapter 4 that you think 

best present elements of Crooks’ character. 

HINT: think about his bunk, his possessions, what he 

is doing, how he interacts with other characters. 
Task 2:

What do you learn more specifically about 

the character of CROOKS within this 

section? 

Beginning of 

chapter 4



Start the 

discussion:

• I believe that...

• In my opinion...

• One argument may be that...

• I’d like to make the point that…

Agree:

• I support your point because…

• Your opinion is reasonable 

because...

• I agree with your statement 

because...

• Your argument is a valid one 

because...

Build:

• Building on what... said...

• In addition to ...’s statement...

• I agree with your point, but 

should add that…

• Your argument is a good one, 

however it needs...

Challenge:

• This opinion could be 

questioned because…

• My own view is contrasting with 

yours because...

• I would like to challenge your 

argument because...

• I disagree with your statement 

for a number of reasons...

1) In what ways was 
discrimination 
present in a 1930s 
society?

2) We live in a society 
where there is no 
discrimination. 
Agree/disagree/why? 

3) In what way’s is 
Crooks discriminated 
against? How is he 
viewed in society? 

HOW DOES 
STEINBECK 
PRESENT THE 
CHARACTER 
OF CROOKS IN 
CHAPTER4? 



EXPLODING QUOTES
Split your page into 4 sections as below… 

‘he had books, too; a tattered 

dictionary and a mauled copy 

of the California Civil Code’ 

TASK:

Explode the quotations in turn, exploring what they 

each reveal about the character of CROOKS… 

‘‘why ain’t you wanted? Lennie 

asked’’ ‘’Cos I’m black’’  

‘the white kids come to play at 

our place, and sometimes I 

went to play with them, and 

some of them was pretty nice’ 

‘Crooks stared hopelessly at 

her [Curley’s wife] and then he 

sat down on his bunk and drew 

into himself ’ 

LOOK AT 

LANGUAGE 

CLOSELY

WHY STEINBECK 

PRESENTS HIM THIS 

WAY? 

1930s CONTEXT?



WRITING OUR RESPONSE UP 
Use purple pen for this section – as I am MODELLING how to create a high level 

paragraph !! 

MAKE A 

VALID POINT

BRING IN 

YOUR 

EVIDENCE

ANALYSE THE 

LANGUAGE 

ADD IN 

YOUR 

CONTEXT
YOUR 

TURN….. 



YOUR 
TURN….. 

MAKE A 

VALID POINT

BRING IN 

YOUR 

EVIDENCE

ANALYSE THE 

LANGUAGE 

ADD IN 

YOUR 

CONTEXT

Throughout Chapter 4 Crooks is presented as… 

This becomes clear when… (try to integrate your evidence) 

This language reveals… the word ‘_____’ suggests....

Readers feel….as we are aware that life for Crooks in the 1930’s was….

HOW DOES STEINBECK PRESENT 
THE CHARACTER OF CROOKS IN 
CHAPTER4? 



SELF ASSESSING

Read your partner’s response thoroughly…

(WWW) What did you do well? 

- Create a valid point that answers the question well

- Integrate their evidence into their sentence

- Analyse the language and zoom in on specific words

(EBI) What could you have done better? 

- Could their point have included higher level ideas? 

- Could their quotation have been smaller/more specific? 

- Is their language analysis as detailed as it could be? 

- Does your partner have context within their paragraph? 

Please use green pen to provide 

your partner with a WWW and an 

EBI…


