


Title: What happened to the slaves on 
arrival?

How are 
attitudes 
different 

today?

Learning focus:
Explain what a slave auction was like for 

slaves. 
Compare and contrast the experiences 

of slaves and masters. 

FIND the key words in the learning objective.
EXPLORE the meaning of key words. 

HOW will you achieve this?
ALL FBV (or 
lack of!)



Infer: Learn about 
something from details 
given.



How would you feel?
Scenario 1:

In this room there are 5 people with money to buy 
themselves some slaves. They are plantation 
owners and they want slaves who are strong and 
good at working. They will bid on which slave they 
want most.

One by one you will be brought to the front and 
the auction master will sell your best traits.

Questions: How would the slave feel?
How would the master feel? What are the cons of 
this system?



How would you feel?
Scenario 2:

In this room there are 5 people with money to buy 
themselves some slaves. They each have a set 
amount of money and their aim is to get as many 
slaves as they can. These slaves are not as good as 
the other slaves so their price is much lower.

Today there are 10 slaves for sale- all slaves cost the 
same but you have to be quick otherwise  you’ll 
lose your sale.

Questions: How would the slave feel?
How would the master feel? What are the cons of 
this system?



• http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z366n39

• There were two ways to buy slaves:

• Slave Auction – Auctions were for the best quality slaves. They were 
put on a platform in front of a room of people who bid to buy them.

• Scramble – For the less desirable slaves. A bell would sound and 
buyers would grab as many slaves as they could. There would be a 
fixed price for each slave. 

Copy these definitions into your books.

Challenge:– Which would be worse? Why?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z366n39
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Subtitle: Before the auction
Slave traders wanted to get the most money for their slaves. They would 
make sure that the slaves looked as strong and healthy as possible.

• The slaves were violently scrubbed clean with cold water
• Then they were rubbed with oil to make their skin look healthy
• Gunpowder, hot tar, dirt or rust rubbed into wounds to hide them
• Their teeth were scraped with chalk to make them look whiter
• Any older slaves could have their grey hairs died black

Choose 3 of these and write them in your book in order of which was the 
cruellest. 

CHALLENGE: Write a sentence which explains your number 1 choice. 



Slave Auction

The senses task

1) Hear 2) see

3) Smell 4) Touch/feel

5) taste

As we watch this 
video try to make 

notes on the 
experiences of a 

slave.

Make an extra section 
of your mind map to 
explain which aspect 
of the auction was the 
most cruel.

https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=TnHKwtXEVTQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TnHKwtXEVTQ
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What can we learn from these sources 
about the auction of slaves?

In your book complete –

- “Something I can learn from this source is…”
- “Another thing I can learn is…”
- “One question I have about this source is…”

You have each been given a primary source which is linked to a 
slave auction.

CHALLENGE - “If I wanted to learn more about this source, I would 
investigate…”



Skill practicce- 20 Mark 
Paragraph

‘Slave auctions were much 
crueller than the Middle 

Passage.’ How far do you agree 
with this view?

I think the Middle Passage was awful because… Something that made this so bad was… 
Another cruel aspect was…

I think the Auction was terrible because… Something that made this worse was…Another 
cruel aspect was

Overall I think that …. was worse because…

You must focus on your 
SPG.

Use the dictionary on 
your desk to check your 

spellings. 

Remember your key 
vocabulary:

Buck/Wench/Whiteman.

Focus on different 
interpretations of the 

auction. 

How would the slave 
owners feel?

How would the slaves 
feel? 

How would the 
auctioneers feel?

Focus on explaining 
using 2nd order 
concepts (e.g. 
significance, 

cause/consequence, 
similarity/difference)
Analyse and make a 

substantiated 
judgement. 



Title: What happened to the slaves on 
arrival?

How are 
attitudes 
different 

today?

Learning focus:
Explain what a slave auction was like for 

slaves. 
Compare and contrast the experiences 

of slaves and masters. 

FIND the key words in the learning objective.
EXPLORE the meaning of key words. 

HOW will you achieve this?
ALL FBV (or 
lack of!)



Plenary Learning focus:
Explain what a slave auction was like for slaves. 

Compare and contrast the experiences of slaves 
and masters. 

Give me 3 facts about slave auctions.

Describe two differences between the types 
of slave auctions.

Explain which auction a slave master would 
prefer. Compare this to which one a slave 
would prefer and explain your answer.
Challenge: Create 2 questions you could use 
to test yourself on this task and 1 that would 
extend your ideas.

Have you used these 
key words:

Slave Auction
Scramble
Master

Gunpowder
Scrubbed
Torture

Slave Trade





To be sold on board the ship Bance
Land on Tuesday the 6th of May.

A choice of about 250 fine healthy 
NEGROES, just arrived from the 
windward coast.

The utmost care has been taken to 
keep them free from the least 
danger of being infected with the 
small-pox. 



Negroes For Sale

Will be sold at public auction, at 
Spring Hill, in the County of 
Hempstead.

15 young and valuable slaves, 
consisting of:

9 superior Men and Boys between 
12-27 years of age. 

One woman about 43 years who is 
a good washer and cook, one 
woman about 27, and one very 
likely young woman with three 
children. 



Sale of Negroes

Sold in Columbia County on 
Tuesday August 14th

The following valuable Negroes will 
be sold:

Little Joe and Simon – Blacksmiths
Wilson – A miller
Anthony, Little Peter, George, 
Randal, William and March – Field 
Hands
Cupid – A sawyer
Moses, Watt and Morris – Miners
Alfred and Frank – Engineers
Peter Muntz – A wagoner
Long Joe Major – A carpenter



Record of Sale –
Prices were:

• 12 year old boy - $750
• 19 year old man - $950
• 35 year old man - $2000

• 4 year old girl - $400
• 14 year old girl - $855
• 25 year old woman - $900
• 40 year old woman - $600



WAGOLL
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