
Brain in 
Gear: 

Quick 6!

1 Who is the first prophet?

2 What is a Rasul?

3 What message did Isa write down?

4 Who do Sunni Muslims believe should have been Muhammad’s successor?

5 What is the day of judgement known as in Shi’a Islam?

6 Do Sunni Muslims believe in total pre-destination?
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4 Explain the origin of each Islamic holy text and the Rasul it is linked to

5-6 Link Islamic holy texts to other religious traditions. 

Give developed reasons why the Qur’an is the most important holy text.

7-9 Evaluate the use and reliability of holy books. 

Give reasons for and against why holy books should change the way we live 
our life. 

Lesson Focus:
To understand the nature and history of 

holy books in Islam



Holy Books – Match up 

Prophet (in 
chronological order) Holy Book Revealed 

Isa (Jesus) Sahifah (The scrolls
of Ibrahim)

Muhammad Tawrat (Torah)

Ibrahim (Abraham) Zabur (Psalms)

Dawud (David) Injil (Gospel)

Musa (Moses) Qur’an
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“The Qur’an is Allah’s final word to humanity 
and so should be obeyed”

Muhammad must have received the Qur’an from God 
because he could not read or write.

Shi’a Muslims believe that God has sent further 
messages through the Imams.

God cannot have said everything that needed saying 
1400 years ago, times have changed and he must be 

able to give messages to people today.

The Qur’an itself says that it is Allah’s word.

If the Qur’an is God’s final word to humans then 
humans should obey it because God must be obeyed.

If the Qur’an was God’s final word, he would have 
given it in a language he knew most people would 

speak (Chinese, or English)

There is no proof that the Qur’an is Allah’s word, if 
Muhammad could not read or write then how did he 

know they were the right words?

The Qur’an must be God’s final word because it has 
never been changed, all Qur’ans have the same 

number of surah's, Arabic words and Arabic letters.

Which side is the most convincing and why?
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Holy 
books



Ibrahim

This holy book or scroll is not believed to have 
survived today. It is claimed by Muslim scholars that 
the scrolls were given to Ibrahim, and recorded by 

him and his scribes. However over time this 
revelation was lost, and as a result Allah had to send 

another holy book via a new prophet. According to 
the Qur’an, these scrolls were about obedience to 

Allah. 

A ‘lost’ Holy book
Surah 4:54

But we have already given the family of Ibrahim the 
Book and Wisdom, and conferred upon them a great 

kingdom.

Isa

The Arabic word for this original revelation is called 
Injil which means ‘Good News’. Allah sent his message 

to Isa, but the revelation was replaced with false 
teachings. When Allah saw how distorted the Injil

had become (especially in saying that Isa was Allah’s 
son) he decided to send the revelation in such a way 
that it could never be distorted again. According to 
Islam, this is why Allah chose to give Muhammad the 

Qur’an by dictation.

Surah 4: 171
Christ Jesus the son of Mary was no more than an 
Apostle of God, and His word….. Say not ‘Trinity’: 

desist: it will be better for you: for God is One God, 
Glory by to Hum far exalted is He above having a son.

Considered the most 
distorted of all..Dawud

According to the Qur’an this revelation was 
revealed to the King of Israel. Muslim 

scholars associate this with the Psalms found 
in the Bible. It literally translates as ‘song’ or 
‘music’. It is mentioned by name only 3 times 

in the Qur’an.  

Surah 21: 105
Before this We wrote in the Psalms, after the 

message given to Moses, ‘My servants shall inherit the 
earth’.

A ‘distorted’ Holy 
book.

Musa

The name of this translation literally means 
‘instructions’ and refers to the revelation of the 

Jewish Torah or Christian Pentateuch, (the first five 
books of the Bible).  Muslims believe the 

‘instructions’ were the same given by Allah to all 
prophets including Ibrahim and Dawud.  This 

revelation is said to have been rejected by some of 
the people at the time of Musa, which is why a new 

revelation was needed. 

Surah 5: 47
‘But how will they come to you for judgement when they 

already have the Tawrat which enshrines Allah’s own 
judgement? Soon after, they will turn their backs: they are no 

true believers.’ 

A ‘distorted’ Holy book.



The Qur’an
Muslims believe that Muhammad was the ideal person to receive the revelation 

because he was highly intelligent; he could not read or write but he had an 
excellent memory and he has a perfect moral and religious character.

3 How do Muslims show respect to the Qur’an? Use the images to help 
you.

4 Some Muslims believe it is important to learn the Qur’an off by 
heart, do you think this is necessary?

5-6 Do you think the Qur’an is the most important holy book or not, and 
why? (Key word – distorted).

7-9 “The Qur’an is Allah’s final word to humanity and should be obeyed” –
using two different colours, indicate which statements are for and 

which are against. Which side is the most convincing?

Is the Qur’an still relevant in today’s society?



AMBER 
Implies 
Suggests 
Shows 
Demonstrates 
Highlights 

+ GREEN
Also 
Another
In addition
Furthermore
Taking this further 

+ BLUE 
Perhaps 
Maybe 
Could 
Might
Possibly
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Injil True/False
• Muslims believe that Isa was the son of God.
• Muslims believe that Isa died to forgive all human sin.
• Muslims see the Trinity (claiming Isa to be part God) 

as committing Shirk.
• Muslims do not believe that Isa was born to a virgin.
• True Muslims do not believe in Isa
• Muslims do not believe in the crucifixion. They state 

that Isa either died naturally or that Allah took him to 
heaven without him dying at all.

• To state that Isa’s mother Mary was not a virgin is 
blasphemy.

• Muslims believe that Isa was born to a virgin.



The Bible and the Qur’an are the world’s most popular books, with 
more copies being sold than any other book.

However, in the UK it is only the Bible which you will find in hotel 
desk drawers?

Why is this? Do you think this would cause problems for British 
Muslims or not?
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