
An area of population growth 

South Cambridgeshire  

 

Population: 

South Cambridgeshire is the mostly 
rural area surrounding the city of 
Cambridge. The population is 150,000 and 
is increasing due to migration into the 
area. Migrants have mostly come from 
Cambridge and other parts of the UK. 
However, more migrants are now 
moving from Eastern Europe.  

• The proportion of people in 
South Cambridgeshire aged 65+ is 
growing – by 2031 this will be 
29% of the population  

• The population is estimated to 
reach 182000 by 2031. 

• In 2013 the number of migrant 
workers increased by 25%. 
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The effects of rural growth in South Cambridgeshire 

 

Social effects: 

• Commuters continue to use services in the places where they work, for 
example Cambridge has a negative effect on the local rural economy.  

• 80% car ownership is leading to increased traffic on narrow country roads 
and reduces demand for public transport  

• Modern developments on the edges of villages and gentrification of 
abandoned farm buildings can lead to a loss of community spirit.  

• Young people can’t afford the cost of houses and move away to more 
urban areas.  

 

Economic effects: 

• A reduction in agricultural employment (less farm jobs) as farmers sell 
their land for housing developments, although this can now increase the 
jobs in construction  

• Lack of affordable housing  
• Some of the highest petrol prices in the UK due to a high demand. 
• An increasing number of migrants from poor parts of Europe can put 

pressure on services and increase costs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



An area of population decline  

The Outer Hebrides  

 

Population: 

The Outer Hebrides has a population of 
27,400 people. Most live on the island 
of Lewis, one of the chain of 65 islands.  

Despite a small population increase in 
recent years, there has been an overall 
decline of more than 50% since 1901 
when 46,000 lived on the islands. This 
decline is mainly due to outward 
migration. With limited opportunities, 
younger people have chosen to move 
away from the area in search of 
better-paid employment on the 
mainland.   

 

 

The number of young people is 
declining as can be seen on this 
comparison graph. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj7_4Gfpr3UAhUDuhoKHchZDsUQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FOuter_Hebrides&psig=AFQjCNHc5yH5guEF_Ta3BBeXrEgV4tJFFw&ust=1497528408229392


The effects of rural decline in The Outer Hebrides 

Social effects:  

• The number of school children is expected to fall over the next few years 
which may result in school closures.  

• With many younger people moving away there will be fewer people of 
working age living in the Outer Hebrides. 

• An increasingly ageing population with fewer young people to support then 
may lead to care issues in the future.  
 

Economic impacts: 

The UK and Scottish governments provide subsidies towards the costs of 
operating ferries and the maintenance of essential services. However, it is a 
struggle to maintain the economy and many of these services such as post 
offices are closing.  

Farming -   

• The main farming economy is breeding sheep on small farms called crofts. 
• Most crofts can only provide work for up to 2 days per week. 

Fishing – 

• In 1948 there were more than 900 fishing boats registered in the area , 
by 2013 there were just a handful of boats catching lobsters and prawns.  

• Shellfish production has increased but boats are mainly owned by foreign 
companies. 

• The developments in fish farming have been limited due to concerns over 
the environment. 

Tourism –  

• Between 2007 and 2014 there was a 27% increase in visitors to the 
islands. 

• The current infrastructure is unable to support the scale of tourism 
needed to provide an alternative source of income.  

 

 



 

 

 


