
Modern Britain
1900-present

Causes of illnesses

By 1900, scientists realised not all diseases were 
caused by microbes. Discovery of DNA (1953) meant 
scientists understood how hereditary diseases were 
caused. E.g. Down’s Syndrome. Crick and Watson.
Lifestyle choices impact on health: smoking, poor 
diet, alcohol, sharing of bodily fluids and exposure to 
excessive amounts of sun. 
Improvements in diagnosis: X-ray, CT/MRI scans, 
ultrasound, Blood testing and pressure monitor.

Key Words

DNA: Carries genetic information 
about a living organism.
Genome: Each human being has a 
unique DNA.
Human Genome Project: Scientists 
worked to decode and map out the 
human genome. 
Hereditary diseases: Diseases that 
are passed down from one generation 
to another. 

Key Words

Antibiotic: Medicine that destroys the 
growth of bacteria inside the body.
D-Day: Allied forces in WW2 invade 
northern France.
Magic Bullet: Chemical that kills specific 
bacteria in the body.  
General Practitioner: Community-based 
doctor who treats minor illnesses. 

Individuals

Crick and Watson: Discovered DNA (1953).     

+ = Scientists explore causes of hereditary diseases. 

- = Doctors still unable to treat genetic conditions.

Paul Ehrlich: Created first Magic Bullet (1909).    

+ = Discovered Salvarson 606 to treat Syphilis. 

- = Magic Bullet can only treat one specific disease.

Alex Fleming: Discovered Penicillin (1928).    

+ = Noticed ‘white mould’ killed bacteria - Penicillin. 

- = Unable to fund further research + went no 
further.

Florey and Chain: Mass produced Penicillin (1944).    

+ = Developed Penicillin and mass produced it. 

- = Reliance of USA for funding.

Fight against Lung Cancer:
Diagnosis: Difficult to diagnose early on. 
Treatment: Transplants, radio/chemotherapy. 
Prevention: Smoking banned in public places, raising age of buying 
cigarettes and stop smoking campaigns. 

Prevention and treatments
Magic Bullets: Salvarson 606. Paul Ehrlich.
Antibiotics: Penicillin discovered in 1928. Alex Fleming.
Mass produced for D-Day in 1944. Florey and Chain. 
High-tech medical/surgical treatment: Dialysis, 
Prosthetic limbs, Keyhole surgery, ECG, Endoscope. 
Changes in care/treatment: NHS: Hospitals, GP’s, 
dentists, ambulance services + health visitors. 
Government lifestyle campaigns: Change4life + 
campaigns warning of dangers of drug/binge drinking. 
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4. Explain the impact of 2 individuals on  Modern medicine.

7. D
escribe two the role of attitudes in 

M
odern M

edicine.

10. How does lung cancer show us that Modern medicine had 
improved? E.g. treatments.
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