
Title: How important was religion to medieval life?

1. Village
2. Town
3. Clean
4. Market
5. Bayeux
6. Hastings
7. Godwinson
8. Viking

Solve the anagrams. 
These words link to 
last lesson!

1. lavigle
2. wton
3. leacn
4. metark
5. Byeuxa
6. stinghas
7. gnsowiodn
8. invikg

1.
2.

3. 4.

Challenge: Why would life 
be different for a peasant 
living in a town compared 
to a village?

5. 6.

7. 8.



How important was 
religion to medieval life?

Learning objectives:
-Describe features of religious life in the medieval period.

-Assess the importance of religion on medieval life. 

How does 
faith 
shape our 
lives 
today?



How important was 
religion to medieval life?

How does 
faith shape 

our lives 
today?

MUST Describe the role of the Church in medieval 
life.

Describe the features of a Doom Painting.

SHOULD Explain why the Church was important to 
people in medieval times.

Explain the symbols used in a Doom Painting.
COULD Assess the importance of the Church for 

medieval people in medieval times.

Assess the use of symbols in a Doom Painting. Mutual respect & 
tolerance. 



What is the Church?
• Discuss with your partner what you can see and how that links to the 

Church.

Challenge: Use the above picture to help 
you think about the power of the church.

Think Pair ShareEnd1234567891011121314151617181920 End123456789101112131415161718192021222324252627282930 End123456789101112131415161718192021222324252627282930313233343536373839404142434445464748495051525354555657585960



In medevil England the main religon was ..…. The main person in charge of 
the Church was the …… The ..………… was important because it helped to 
ex………….. events that people at the time did not understand, it also gave 
them ..…….. in times of despair
The Church was also the place where people ..……… major events in their life 
e.g mariage. 
Churches also kept people informed about new ..…….. throughout the land.

Possible words
celabrated castle      explane hope      church      

exploded       hats      cook Christianity         
laws       pope

In Medieval England the main religion was Christianity The main person in 
charge of the Church was the Pope. The Church was important because it 
helped to explain events that people at the time did not understand, it also 
gave them hope in times of despair.
The Church was also the place where people celebrated major events in 
their life, e.g marriage. 
Churches also kept people informed about new laws throughout the land.

Find all the 
missing words.

Some of you have 
missing 
punctuation and 
spelling mistakes. 
Find as many as 
you can!

Challenge: 

What role 
does the 
Church 
have 
today?



Source skills

CHALLENGE: What part of the painting do you think would be 
most important for peasants at the time? Write 3 reasons to 

explain your answer 

What can you see in 
this picture?



Doom Paintings- Did you know?
• Most people in the middle ages could not read or understand the 

church services because they were in Latin. 
• So one way they learned about the about the teachings of the 

Church was from wall paintings (murals) which could be found in 
most churches.

• People were anxious to get to heaven and avoid the torments of 
hell.

• Doom painting were used to tell people how they could get to 
heaven. 

• Symbols or images were used in the painting which everyone 
understood.



1

2 NEXT



Doom Paintings- Find and label

STEP 1: I can collect information from historical sources. 
STEP 2: I can use sources to tell others about events in the past. 
STEP 6: I can say why there are different interpretations of the past. 

• On your own copy find the following:-
a) Murders being put into a pot of boiling water .
b) A money lender burning on a fire, he is still counting his money. 
c) A bridge of spikes for dishonest trades men. 
d) A drunken man with a bottle of wine. 
e) A woman having her hand bitten by a dog.
f) Jesus Christ defeating the devil who has his hands tied. Label Jesus Christ and 

the devil.
g) Find St. Michael the Arch Angel who has a pair of scales. Label St. Michael.

CHALLENGE: Why did they use Doom Paintings to teach religious lessons?



MUST Use key words to describe what the 
Dooms Painting looks like. 

SHOULD Explain what each figures role is and label 
this in your group picture. 

COULD Label the most important building in a 
medieval town and explain why you think 
that. 

a) Murders being put into a pot 
of boiling water.

b) A money lender burning on a 
fire, he is still counting his 
money. 

c) A bridge of spikes for 
dishonest trades men. 

d) A drunken man with a bottle 
of wine.

e) A woman having her hand 
bitten by a dog.

f) Jesus Christ defeating the 
devil who has his hands tied. 

g) St. Michael the Arch Angel 
who has a pair of scales. 



MUST Use key words to describe 
what the Dooms Painting looks 
like. 

SHOULD Explain what each figures role 
is and label this in your group 
picture. 

COULD Label the most important 
building in a medieval town and 
explain why you think that. 

a) Murders being put into a pot of 
boiling water.

b) A money lender burning on a fire, 
he is still counting his money. 

c) A bridge of spikes for dishonest 
trades men. 

d) A drunken man with a bottle of 
wine.

e) A woman having her hand bitten by 
a dog.

f) Jesus Christ defeating the devil 
who has his hands tied. 

g) St. Michael the Arch Angel who 
has a pair of scales. 

A

B

C

F

E

G

D



Usefulness question
Historians need to work out how useful a source is based 
on what information it tells us, as well as where it came 
from.

This is a large wall 
painting dating from around 
1170, showing images of the Last 
Judgement and purgatory. It is 
found in Chaldon Church.

What can you see in this source? (Step 1)
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
Give a simple judgement on whether the source is useful for a historian 
studying this topic or not (Step 2)
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
Explain in your own words what this tells you about religion in Medieval 
England ( Step 3)
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Give some specific own knowledge that links to this source. (Step 4)
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________



Usefulness question Historians need to work out how useful a source is based on what 
information it tells us, as well as where it came from.

This is a large wall 
painting dating from around 
1170, showing images of the Last 
Judgement and purgatory. It is 
found in Chaldon Church.

What can you see in this source? (Step 1)
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Give a simple judgement on whether the source is useful for a historian studying this 
topic or not (Step 2)
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Explain in your own words what this tells you about religion in Medieval England ( 
Step 3)
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

Give some specific own knowledge that links to this source. (Step 4)
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
What is the provenance of the source? (Step 5)
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Using your knowledge of the provenance of the source, do you think this source is 
reliable? Explain your answer. (Step 6)
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________



Usefulness question Historians need to work out how useful a source is based on what 
information it tells us, as well as where it came from.

This is a large wall painting dating 
from around 1170, showing images of 
the Last Judgement and purgatory. It 
is found in Chaldon Church.

What can you see in this source? (Step 1)
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Give a simple judgement on whether the source is useful for a historian studying this topic or 
not (Step 2)
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Explain in your own words what this tells you about religion in Medieval England ( Step 3)
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Give some specific own knowledge that links to this source. (Step 4)
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
What is the provenance of the source? (Step 5)
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Using your knowledge of the provenance of the source, do you think this source is reliable? 
Explain your answer. (Step 6)
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Write a judgement on the source. How useful is this source for a historian? Use the above 
questions to help you with your answer (Step 7+)
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________



What can you see in this source? (Step 1)

An image of what medieval thought of as heaven and hell.

Give a simple judgement on whether the source is useful for a historian studying this topic or not 
(Step 2)

The source is useful because it shows how medieval people saw the afterlife, with the punishments of 
hell being shown.

Explain in your own words what this tells you religion in Medieval England ( Step 3)

It tells me that people in the medieval times though their sins led to punishment in hell. For example 
they thought dishonest people were punished in hell, as were drunken people.

Give some specific own knowledge that links to this source. (Step 4)

I know that Medieval people could not read well, so images like this taught them to fear a life of sin 
because it would lead to an afterlife in hell.



What is the provenance of the source? (Step 5)

This is a large wall painting dating from around 1170, showing images of the Last Judgement and 
purgatory. It is found in Chaldon Church.

Using your knowledge of the provenance of the source, do you think this source is reliable? 
Explain your answer. (Step 6)

I think the source is very reliable as it was dated in the medieval period and found in a famous 
English Church. It is a painting used to entertain and inform others, which matches with my 
knowledge that medieval people learned about the afterlife through images because ordinary 
people could not read.

Write a judgement on the source. How useful is this source for a historian? Use the above 
questions to help you with your answer (Step 7+)

The source is somewhat reliable as it gives an insight into what medieval people believed about 
purgatory and hell. It provides detailed symbols that show different parts of religious ideas, and 
it is dated from the medieval period in England so can be trusted for what it shows. In addition, 
it matches my knowledge that images such as this were used often because people could not read 
at this time. 



How important was 
religion to medieval life?

How does 
faith shape 

our lives 
today?

MUST Describe the role of the Church in medieval 
life.

Describe the features of a Doom Painting.

SHOULD Explain why the Church was important to 
people in medieval times.

Explain the symbols used in a Doom Painting.
COULD Assess the importance of the Church for 

medieval people in medieval times.

Assess the use of symbols in a Doom Painting. Mutual respect & 
tolerance. 



Resources
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