
Health Care challenges 

In 2013 only 55% of the 
city had a local family 

health clinic. 

Services for pregnant 
women and the elderly 

were really poor 
especially in the West 

Zone.

District Zone Infant 
Mortality 
rate

Pregnant 
women 
getting 
medical 
care

Average 
life 
expectancy 

Cicada de 
Dues

West 21 per 
1000

60% 45

Barra de 
Tijuca

South 6 per 
1000

100% 80

Rio as a 
whole

19 per 
1000

74% 63



Solutions – Health care
• One example of how the authorities have tried to improve 

health care is the favela of Santa Marta. Set on a steep 
hillside with a population of 8000, it has few roads and the 
main means of access is an overcrowded cable car. It is 13km 
to the nearest hospital

• Medical staff took a health kit into people’s homes, and were 
able to detect 20 different diseases and treat them.

• As a result infant mortality has fallen and life expectancy has 
risen. 



The level of school 
enrolment in Rio is low. The 
main reasons for this are:
• A shortage of nearby 

schools
• A lack of money and a 

need to work
• A shortage of teachers
• Low pay for teachers
• Poor training for teachers

Education – Challenges

Education in Brazil is 
compulsory for children aged 

6-14.

In Rio only half of children 
continue their education 

beyond the age of 14. 

Many children drop out of 
school and many get involved in 

drug trafficking.



Solutions - Education
The authorities have tried to improve access to education by:

• Encouraging local people to help as volunteers in schools
• Giving school grants to poor families to help meet the cost 

of keeping their children in school 
• Making money available to pay for free lessons in volleyball, 

football, swimming and squash in Rochina favela.
• Opening a private university in Rochina favela. 



Recent headlines:

• Drought hit Rio braces for 
Carnival water shortages

• SE Brazil is experiencing it’s 
worst drought for 80 years

• Paraibuna and Santa Branca
reservoirs are declared empty

• Water to take priority over 
energy: less water to be 
taken from River Paraiba do 
Sol for electricity generation. 

Water Supply – Challenges

Around 12% of Rio’s population 
did not have access to running 

water.

It is estimated that 37% of 
water is lost every year 

through leaky pipes, fraud and 
illegal access.

The situation has become a lot 
worse in recent years.



Solutions – Water Supply
• Most of the work has been on improving the quantity and 

quality of water in the favelas and in the Olympic Park.

• Seven new treatment plants were built between 1998 and 
2014.

• Over 300km of pipes were laid.

• By 2014, 95% of the population had a mains water supply.



• Many fires are caused 
each year by people 
illegally taking 
electricity from the 
main supply. 

Energy – challenges 

The whole city suffers 
frequent blackouts due to a 

shortage of electricity.

The growing population and 
the demands of the Olympics 
will make the situation worse.

Many people living in the 
poorer parts of Rio get their 
electricity illegally by tapping 
into the main supply which is 

risky and unsafe. 



Solutions - Energy
• The electricity supply to Rio has been improved by:

• Installing 60km of new power lines
• Building a nuclear generator
• Developing the new Simplicio hydro-electric complex which 

will increase the supply of electricity for Rio by 30%
• It took 6 years to build and cost $2billion USD
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