
Brain in Gear 

19th Century 
Women!

Define role (1 point)

Define separate sphere (1 point) 

Describe two roles of women in the 19th century (2 points)

Why were men worried about women changing their role in the 19th century? 
(2 points)

Define two features of the British Empire (3 points)

What must you remember to include in a source question for GCSE History? (4 
points)
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Title: Should women get the 
vote in 1900?

Explain why voting is important.
Assess reasons why women should get the vote in 1900.

Evaluate the different opinions on whether women 
should vote in 1900.

Identify why people vote.
Describe how women’s roles had changed before they got the vote by 
looking at the changes for women.
Colour code the arguments for and against women getting the vote to 
describe the arguments around voting.

Describe why people vote.
Explain how women’s roles had changed before they got the vote by 
looking at the changes for women.
Colour code the arguments for and against women getting the vote to 
explain the arguments around voting.

Explain why the vote is important to people.
Explain if women’s roles had changed before they got the vote by looking 
at the changes for women.
Colour code the arguments for and against women getting the vote to 
assess the arguments around voting.

Why do we 
vote in a 

democracy?

Individual liberty
Democracy



Why do we vote?
Write down as many reasons as 
you can!

Struggling? Use your FBV 
knowledge and a dictionary 
to define democracy.



Speculate: What do you think people 
thought of women’s right to vote in 1900?

Suffrage 

Separate sphere

Expectations

Duties

Roles 

Mother
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Title: Should women get the 
vote in 1900?

Explain why voting is important.
Assess reasons why women should get the vote in 1900.

Evaluate the different opinions on whether women 
should vote in 1900.

Identify why people vote.
Describe how women’s roles had changed before they got the vote by 
looking at the changes for women.
Colour code the arguments for and against women getting the vote to 
describe the arguments around voting.

Describe why people vote.
Explain how women’s roles had changed before they got the vote by 
looking at the changes for women.
Colour code the arguments for and against women getting the vote to 
explain the arguments around voting.

Explain why the vote is important to people.
Explain if women’s roles had changed before they got the vote by looking 
at the changes for women.
Colour code the arguments for and against women getting the vote to 
assess the arguments around voting.

Why do we 
vote in a 

democracy?

Individual liberty
Democracy



Between 1850 and 1900 there were many 
ways in which the position of women 
improved. However by 1900 women were 
still unequal to men in many ways.

Go through the boxes and decide whether 
they show. Code each box. 
a) Women’s lives had improved by 1900
b) Women were still unequal to men in 

1900



In 1880 it was made 
compulsory for all children 
(girls and boys) to attend 
school. 

Below shows the wages of 
male and female tailors 
(people who make clothes).

Men 22s 6d a week
Women 22s a week

Towards the end of the 19th

century new jobs were 
appearing. There were jobs in 
many new shops that were 
opening, as well as jobs as 
typists and on telephone 
switchboards for women.

Girls from richer families 
were usually educated at 
home. The main aim of their 
education was to make them 
a good wife and mother. They 
were taught music, dancing, 
drawing – things that would 
make them  attractive to a 
man.

By 1900 women could  divorce 
their husbands if they had 
been ‘cruel’, deserted them 
(left them) or for bigamy 
(marrying someone else 
whilst married). Before a 
woman was the property of 
her husband and could not 
ask for a divorce, only the 
man could. 

There were some new job 
opportunities for women
For example women were 
becoming teachers and 
nurses and doing clerical 
(office) work. By 1900 women 
could also become doctors 
and architects. 

It was very difficult for 
women to go into university 
or train for professions like 
medicine or law. In the 1870s 
Sophia Jex Blake completed 
a course to become a doctor. 
Edinburgh university refused 
to give her a degree!

By 1900 London and 
Manchester universities 
accepted women and womens
colleges had been founded at 
Oxford and Cambridge. 

A woman could not continue 
working as a teacher  or a 
nurse once married they had 
to resign.  Women in 1900 
were not allowed to be 
lawyers and banking was 
closed off to women. 

In 1900 a husband could 
divorce a woman for adultery 
(cheating) but a woman could 
not divorce a man for doing 
the same. She would also 
have to prove he had been 
cruel. If a divorce occurred 
the mother would lose all 
rights to her children. 

From 1900 women were 
allowed to keep their 
property after they married, 
whereas before when a 
woman married all of her 
money,  possessions and even 
the woman herself was 
legally owned by her husband. 

In 1900 wife battering 
(domestic abuse) and marital 
rape (rape inside of a 
marriage) were still legal. 

The position of women by 1900
Go through the boxes and decide whether they show
a) Women’s lives were improving by 1900
b) Women were still unequal to men in 1900

Challenge: Code them again to 
show which are to do with

Work = W
Education = E
Marriage = M



In 1880 it was made 
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So had life improved ENOUGH for 
women?

NO! A BIT! YES!

Life had improved/not improved enough because…

It can be argued that life did/did not improve because…



Title: Should women get the 
vote in 1900?

Explain why voting is important.
Assess reasons why women should get the vote in 1900.

Evaluate the different opinions on whether women 
should vote in 1900.

Identify why people vote.
Describe how women’s roles had changed before they got the vote by 
looking at the changes for women.
Colour code the arguments for and against women getting the vote to 
describe the arguments around voting.

Describe why people vote.
Explain how women’s roles had changed before they got the vote by 
looking at the changes for women.
Colour code the arguments for and against women getting the vote to 
explain the arguments around voting.

Explain why the vote is important to people.
Explain if women’s roles had changed before they got the vote by looking 
at the changes for women.
Colour code the arguments for and against women getting the vote to 
assess the arguments around voting.

Why do we 
vote in a 

democracy?

Individual liberty
Democracy



Agree or disagree?

Colour code these statements to 
show whether they are:

- FOR women gaining the vote
- AGAINST women gaining the 

vote (suffrage)

Challenge: Rank the most important 
argument for both arguments and explain 
your choice in your books.



For women gaining the vote

Against women gaining the vote

Men and women have different interests and responsibilities. 
Women are home-makers and mothers. It is the role of men to 
debate and take difficult decisions.

Giving respectable women the vote will encourage them to develop 
their careers and neglect the family duties. Only the undesirable 
classes will have children.

The role of women is changing in society is changing as they are 
being given new opportunities in education and work.

Women are the spiritual spine of the nation. Give women the vote if 
you want MPs to show moral leadership.

Women have special skills and expertise. They can use these to help 
Parliament to make better laws to help improve education and family 
life.

It is mainly middle class women campaigning for the vote. They will 
have little interest in laws to help ordinary working people.

Giving the vote to women will mean giving it to all men- including 
tramps, layabouts and riffraff.

Women are far too emotional. They cannot make sensible decisions 
based upon facts, evidence or reason.

Many uneducated working men can vote, whilst educated, law 
abiding and respectable women can’t. It’s not fair!

Women are pretty, pure creatures and should be protected from the 
grubby world of politics.

Why worry about giving women the vote? There are much more 
important things to worry about such as sorting out poverty and 
problems in Ireland.

There are many single and widowed women who have the same 
responsibilities as men. They need the vote so unfair laws can be 
changed to give them equality.

Women will never be asked to fight and die for their country. So they 
should not be allowed to have a say in whether the country should 
go to war.

Parliament’s decisions affect both men and women. So women 
should be allowed to vote for the MPs who pass these laws.

Parliament’s decisions affect both men and women. So women 
should be allowed to vote for the MPs who pass these laws.

Women pay taxes just like men. They should have a say in how that 
money is spent by the government.

Women already serve on elected bodies such as Education and Poor 
Law committees. They have shown that they can be trusted with the 
vote.

Women can already vote in local elections. It only makes sense to 
allow them to vote in national elections. What is the difference?

If you give in to women on the vote they will want more. It will be 
the start of changes that will destroy family life and society.

Many women are struggling on low pay. They are discriminated 
against by employers. They need the vote to get fair pay and equality.

Should women get the vote in 1900?



Progress check

• What did women serve on that showed 
they could be trusted with the vote?

• Women were considered too _______ 
to make decisions?

• Women needed the vote to get fair 
____ and ____?

• Which class were the main class 
campaigning for votes?



Title: Should women get the 
vote in 1900?

Explain why voting is important.
Assess reasons why women should get the vote in 1900.

Evaluate the different opinions on whether women 
should vote in 1900.

Identify why people vote.
Describe how women’s roles had changed before they got the vote by 
looking at the changes for women.
Colour code the arguments for and against women getting the vote to 
describe the arguments around voting.

Describe why people vote.
Explain how women’s roles had changed before they got the vote by 
looking at the changes for women.
Colour code the arguments for and against women getting the vote to 
explain the arguments around voting.

Explain why the vote is important to people.
Explain if women’s roles had changed before they got the vote by looking 
at the changes for women.
Colour code the arguments for and against women getting the vote to 
assess the arguments around voting.

Why do we 
vote in a 

democracy?

Individual liberty
Democracy



Source A: A Suffragettes Home 
c.1910 (National League 
Opposing Woman Suffrage)

Challenge: Can you trust 
the author of the 
source? Why?

Source B: 1912 propaganda poster that was 
designed and printed at the Suffrage Atelier in 
Shepherd's Bush, west London.

So which source is FOR the vote and which is 
AGAINST?

Explain using details from the source.


	Slide Number 1
	Title: Should women get the vote in 1900?
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Title: Should women get the vote in 1900?
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	So had life improved ENOUGH for women?
	Title: Should women get the vote in 1900?
	Agree or disagree?
	Slide Number 12
	Progress check
	Title: Should women get the vote in 1900?
	Slide Number 15

