
ENGINEERING
Leprechaun Trap! An Engineering 
Challenge 



BIG

 How could you get a steady supply of 
food?

 Think about eggs, milk, dairy, etc



How can I be successful?

 I can complete research on non lethal 
traps

 I can complete research on non lethal 
traps and list good and bad points

 I can complete research on non lethal 
traps and give reasons for the outcomes 
(evaluate the experiment)



The Information

 If we were lost in the wilderness we 
would need to find some sort of food.

 If we killed an animal it would only last a 
few days, but if we could trap one that 
produces food we could have food for 
years!

 Your job is to research forms of non 
lethal animal traps.



The Situation

 Your town has been destroyed after a 
natural disaster (think of Fallout 4). You 
are now living out in the wilderness!

 You have a steady supply of clean water, 
but other than wild berries, you have no 
food.

 There are some wild animals around that 
could produce food for you.



The Challenge

 You must design a trap to catch a 
chicken/goat/cow!

 Your trap must be constructed on a flat surface

 Your trap must hold and catch the animal

 You must demonstrate how your trap will work

 There are many different solutions, so be 
creative!



Lesson 1

 You need to research different types of 
traps that will not harm the animals. You 
want to capture them so that you can tame 
them. 

 Produce a PP with at least three different 
types of trap.

 On each slide have a comparison of good 
and bad points.

 On the last slide evaluate the traps in terms 
of how effective they are and explain which 
one you would pick and why.



Lesson 2

 Using your research from the last lesson 
you need to come up with your own version 
of a non lethal trap. 

 Be creative and don’t worry about making it 
yet!

 Produce at least three different designs for 
your trap.

 On each design have a comparison of good 
and bad points.

 On bottom of the sheet evaluate the traps 
in terms of how effective they are and 
explain which one you would pick and why.
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