
BIG Task

1) Create a spider diagram (like the one displayed) and around the edges, 
recall all of the SKILLS that will be required of you within Language Paper 

2) List as many structural techniques as you can remember – can you create a 
brief description of each one? 

3) Create 3 sentences of description using the image as stimulus. Challenge: 
can you use personification? 

Skills 
required for 
Lang Paper 

1 



Language Paper 1 
Walking Talking Mock

Together as a class we will track through the whole 
of Paper 1, answering the questions as a class.

This will help you to gauge the skills required for 
each question and what these questions look like!



The Source 

Along with the question paper, you’ll be provided with a source. This source 
will be an extract of a 20/21st Century text.

This will be read and annotated prior to answering the questions. 

The source we will be looking at is called Jamaica Inn by 
Daphne Du Maurier.

This is on your desk.  



Reading the Extract

Read and annotate structural 
techniques and their effect



Question 1 – this is what it looks like.  



Your Response to Question 1 

Your 4 responses MUST either be: 

1) Quotations taken straight from the text

2) Paraphrased quotations from the text

1) FULL SENTENCES that make sense alone



Question 1 Mark Scheme



Question 2 – Language Analysis

The main thing we must recall and use within this question is our 
language skills!

Task - List as many lexical terms (word classes) as you can and the 
definitions.

E.G – Abstract noun – usually an emotion, something that exists but is 
not physical. 

What else might we look for inside 
the text that provides a certain 

effect?



Question 2 - 10 minutes

 Language
 Set lines
Highlight the interesting words/phrases
 3 – 4 paragraphs
Make sure they are focused on the question
 Focus on methods – language at word level; language techniques
Use terminology
Mention the reader in every paragraph
 Zoom in
 It also shows
 Perceptive comments – link to bigger ideas



Success Criteria for our Responses!

Word Level Analysis

Pick out specific use 
of lexis/language

Discuss the EFFECT 
of language

Refer back to the 
impressions of the 

READER

Writer’s 
INTENTIONS



Question 2 

Highlight main 
elements of 

question

Annotate effects 
of lexis and 
techniques



Teacher Live Model



Example

 The writer exposes how dangerous the weather is making the journey 
through her use of personification, describing how the coach ‘trembled’ 
and ‘swayed’ in the wind. This shows the reader how superior the 
weather is to the travellers, putting them at extreme risk because they 
are ‘exposed’ and therefore vulnerable to the power of nature. 



Question 2 Mark Scheme

Can I say why or 
how? If so, it 

isn’t clear!



Question 2 

Highlight main 
elements of 

question

Annotate effects 
of lexis and 
techniques

Complete your Question 2



Self – Assessment: Question 2 Mark Scheme

Can I say why or 
how? If so, it 

isn’t clear!



Question 3 – Structural Analysis

What’s the meaning of the term STRUCTURE? 

What do you think we could spot, STRUCTURALLY 
within a text? 



Subject Terminology Definition

Beginning/Middle/End The point of view that the text is written from (1st person etc.)

Shift The use of speech in a text.

Narrative Perspective The basic plot of any piece of writing.

Flashback

Dialogue The writer has changes our focus from one thing to another.

Cliff Hanger Opposing ideas in a text/within a sentence.

When lots of adjectives/phrases/objects/nouns are put in a list to create an 
effect.

Juxtaposition / Paradox An event or scene taking place before the present time in the narrative is inserted 
into the chronological structure of the work.

Foreshadowing A text that follows the events in the order that they occurred.

Listing Disjointed or disrupted narrative that does not follow the normal order.

Linear Narrative A dramatic and exciting ending that leaves the audience in suspense.

Non-Linear Narrative An indication of a future event in the text / A hint of what we can expect 
later.

Chronological The story is structured in a logical manner by telling what happens from one 
point in time to the next without using flashbacks or flash-forwards.



Subject Terminology Definition

Beginning/Middle/End The point of view that the text is written from (1st person etc.)

Shift The use of speech in a text.

Narrative Perspective The basic plot of any piece of writing.

Flashback

Dialogue The writer has changes our focus from one thing to another.

Cliff Hanger Opposing ideas in a text/within a sentence.

When lots of adjectives/phrases/objects/nouns are put in a list to 
create an effect.

Juxtaposition / Paradox An event or scene taking place before the present time in the 
narrative is inserted into the chronological structure of the work.

Foreshadowing A text that follows the events in the order that they occurred.

Listing Disjointed or disrupted narrative that does not follow the normal 
order.

Linear Narrative A dramatic and exciting ending that leaves the audience in 
suspense.

Non-Linear Narrative An indication of a future event in the text / A hint of what we
can expect later.

Chronological The story is structured in a logical manner by telling what happens 
from one point in time to the next without using flashbacks or 



So, what does the structure question look 
like?

Annotate source 
with structural 

comments 

Highlight key words 
in question 

ALWAYS link 
comments to EFFECT 
(reader and writer!) 

Remember:

Method – structural comment

Evidence – if applicable, small 
concise quotation

Analysis – effect of technique, 
writer and reader comments.  



Question 3 - 10 minutes

 10 minutes
 Structure
 Zoom out – look at the whole text.
 May help to summarise each paragraph with one word/phrase to see shifts in 

focus
 3 – 4 paragraphs
 Focus on structural techniques and their effect
 Beginning > Middle > End
 Use buzzwords help sheet
 Mention the reader in every paragraph
 It also shows
 Perceptive comments – link to bigger ideas
 Consider contrasts and HL techniques



Beginning

Middle

End

Shift in focus

Narrative perspective – 1st or 3rd?

Linear narrative / non-linear narrative

Chronological narrative

Dialogue

Cliffhanger

Juxtaposition/paradox

Foreshadowing

Flashback/flashforward



Example 

 The writer begins the text with a wide, panoramic description of ‘the 
cold, grey day’ to show the reader how extreme and chaotic the weather 
is and therefore how this affects the journey for these characters...

 She then shifts the focus to inside the coach where it is…

 The final shift is to the character of Mary, who is still affected by the 
weather… but…



It is not ok to just 
identify different 
structural features… 
you must analyse what 
effect these have on 
the reader. 

You will need to analyse a 
minimum of 4 quotations to 
be able to hit this level.

Ideally you want to include 4-
6 quotations.

You must use subject 
terminology, otherwise 
you cannot get above 
2marks.

Why does the 
bigger picture 

matter? 

This is what the 
examiner is looking 

for! 



Question 3 Mark Scheme



ALWAYS AGREE
It is much easier to find 

things that SUPPORT the 
statement. CONSTANT 

REFERENCE TO 
QUESTION

Reference the question 
both explicitly and 

implicitly

Label each 
paragraph with 
words/phrases 
that describe 
the character

Can you explain 
HOW that 

impression is 
created?



Question 4 - 25 minutes

 25 minutes – do a brief plan!
 4-5 paragraphs
 Identify opinion (s) from the question
Always agree
 Find evidence to show we agree
Explain why that quote helps us agree 
 PECS 
Use the words from the question
Analyse writer’s methods in that quote (AO2)
 Zoom in
 Link back to question/argument



Beginning your response 

Read again the lines referred to

Annotate with impressions of characters 
from Du Maurier’s description

Locate METHODS – HOW has she 
created these impressions (use of 
specific lexis or writing/structural 

techniques?)

Ensure methods and effects located 
SUPPORT the statement for your 

AGREE point of view. 



On the following slides are some quotations we could look through… 

Create bubbles and let’s see how we could use them to AGREE 
with the question.



‘exclaiming in unison’



‘with a wink to anyone 
who might be looking’



‘huddled together for 
warmth’ 



‘he thrust his head out 
and shouted up to the 

driver’ 



‘plunged into it with 
strong white teeth’  



Teacher Live Model
PARAGRAPH 

STRUCTURE TO 
HELP:

1) Agree with the 
statement

2) First reason for 
agreeing

3) Quotation 
(integrated) to prove 

that you agree
4) Effect and 

evaluation of language 
(PECS)

5) Agree with 
statement once more



Example

 I agree with the student and the characters are clearly 
brought to life as the writer tells us how they “exclaimed 
in unison”. This is successful in showing the reader how 
they are almost as one, with the adverbial phrase ‘in 
unison’, clearly going through this terrible journey 
together. This is deliberately emphasised as they 
“huddled together for warmth” purposefully creating a 
clear image of lots of characters in need of comfort and 
security, through the effective use of the verb ‘huddled’. 
This idea of them being as one, sharing this awful 
experience is a reason I think the student is right.

 However, what makes this even more realistic is then 
how the characters are described as being very different…

PARAGRAPH 
STRUCTURE TO 

HELP:

1) Agree with the 
statement

2) First reason for 
agreeing

3) Quotation 
(integrated) to prove 

that you agree
4) Effect and 

evaluation of language 
(PECS)

5) Agree with 
statement once more



Your turn…
Turn your annotations into a response.

20 marks

First paragraph let’s model together – after this, please 
complete the rest of your response (AGREE and use your 

quotations as back up!!)



Question 4 Mark Scheme



Section B – Writing (Narrative or Description) 

1) How many marks is Section B worth? 

2) Can you remember how these marks are broken down? 

3) What is the examiner looking for inside  a Level 9 response? 

Section B Skills



Annotate the image with words 
and phrases you may use inside 

your writing 

Create a brief paragraph plan 
outlining what you will include in 

each paragraph (techniques, 
words, zoom images)

Let’s use this information to write 
an opening descriptive paragraph





Planning your response
PARAGRAPH 1
PANORAMIC

PARAGRAPH 5
ZOOM IN 

PARAGRAPH 2
ZOOM IN

PARAGRAPH 6 – One Line

PARAGRAPH 7
ZOOM IN 

PARAGRAPH 3 – One line

PARAGRAPH 4
ZOOM IN

PARAGRAPH 8
PANORAMIC WITH A CHANGE

E.G



Question 5 Mark Scheme AO5 









Question 5 Mark Scheme AO6 SPAG 



Teacher Live Model



Example 

It had begun.

Relentlessly, the storm ruled over the city as my train forced itself 
through the wind and rain. Sporadic bullets, shot by the sea, hit the 
window, bringing me out of my stupor. Clouds – deep and black – hung 
over us all, suggesting no break in the misery that was around. Trying to 
distinguish between the roar of the waves and groans of the train, I 
looked at my phone. I noticed no change. Nothing. Still nothing.
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