
Question 1:

Describe two features of Anglo-Saxon life and society before 865 AD.

(4 marks)

How long should you spend on this question?

How many sentences should you write for each feature?

What should your sentences be about?

What kind of supporting detail could you include?

a) One feature of Anglo-Saxon life was the heptarchy, this meant that there were seven Anglo-Saxon 
kingdoms in England. These kingdoms were Wessex, Northumbria, Mercia, East Anglia, Kent, Essex and 
Sussex. People in these kingdoms all spoke the same language and had the same culture, but these 
kingdoms constantly fought with each other and no one king had control over the others. This meant 
that the Anglo-Saxons were not united and were easier for the Vikings to attack.

b) There were around 2 million Anglo-Saxons in England, they usually lived in small villages of no more 
than 100 people.

Question 2:

Explain how Britain was able to gain an Empire so quickly in the years 1500 AD – 1921 AD.

(12 marks)

How long should you spend on this question?

How many paragraphs should you write?

What should each paragraph be about?

What two things do you get marks for in this question?

Trade and commerce was a key reason why Britain was able to build its empire. Britain allowed trading 
companies to establish trading outposts in other countries, these companies were very powerful and often 
employed their own private armies. One example is the East India Company which established a trade 
network in India. It used manipulation, bribery and its private army to gain control over much of the 
country. This was one of the biggest factors in India becoming a part of the British Empire. 



Question 1:

Describe two features of Anglo-Saxon life and society before 865 AD.

(4 marks)

Question 2:

Explain how Britain was able to gain an Empire so quickly in the years 1500 AD – 1921 AD.

You may use the following in your answer:

- British businesses

- Religion and ideas.

You must also use information of your own.

(12 marks)

Question 3:

“King Alfred was the most significant individual responsible for the creation of England as a country” Do 
you agree with this statement?

You may use the following in your answer:

- The Battle of Edington

- King Æthelstan of England

You must also use information of your own.

(16 marks + 4 SPaG)
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