
W E L C O M E  B A C K  Y 1 0
Before we begin recapping your Language Paper 1 

skills for this half term, we will start by getting 
your exercise books prepared and ready for this 

year. 

Please complete the front of 
your exercise book with 

relevant information and in 
your neatest handwriting!



WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS YEAR?

GCSE Journey

At the end of Y11 you will sit 4 GCSE Papers:

-2 English Literature Papers                      -2 English Language Papers

-An Inspector Calls/Blood Brothers  

-A Christmas Carol 

-Romeo and Juliet

-Poetry (War and Conflict)

-Explorations in creative reading and 
writing (analysing and producing fictional 
texts) 

- Writer’s viewpoints and perspectives 
(analysing and producing non-fiction texts)  



AUTUMN 1
WHAT WILL WE COVER THIS HALF TERM? 

Language Paper 1 (Skills)
Explorations in Creative reading and writing 

Section A – 4 Questions

Section B – 1 Question

A total of 5 
questions per 

paper!



BREAKING DOWN LANGUAGE PAPER 1 

Knowledge 
organisers must 

go in folders!



TESTING OUR P2S KNOWLEDGE
The most important thing when we come to ANALYSING language for our 

language papers, is do we know our WORD CLASSES?

WORD CLASS DEFINITION EXAMPLE

VERB

NOUN

PRONOUN

ADVERB

PREPOSITION

ADJECTIVE

COMPLETE THE 
TABLE USING 

YOUR P2S 
KNOWLEDGE 
AND REVISION



P2S SPELLING TEST – TREMENDOUS 20

Please mark your peer’s spelling test. 

This needs to be marked in GREEN PEN. If they make any errors, you MUST help them out by 
writing the correct spelling in green pen at the side. 

Write their total at the bottom – read out to class teacher. 



LANGUAGE TECHNIQUES P2S
Throughout learning the language papers, there will be lots of focus on analysing 

and using LANGUAGE TECHNIQUES. 

LANG TECHNIQUE DEFINITION EXAMPLE

SIMILE

METAPHOR

PERSONIFICATION

ALLITERATION

ONOMATOPOEIA

Challenge (one of your 
choice) 

COMPLETE THE 
TABLE USING 

YOUR P2S 
KNOWLEDGE 
AND REVISION



LANG TECHNIQUE DEFINITION EXAMPLE

SIMILE

METAPHOR

PERSONIFICATION

ALLITERATION

ONOMATOPOEIA

Challenge (one of your choice) 



HIGH LEVEL VOCAB (DIRTY 30)
During the summer, you were 
exposed to Castleford Academy’s 
DIRTY 30 list of awesome and 
complex words to learn and 
understand. 

TASK: Write down 3 of those 30 
words that you remember. You 
must write what the word 
MEANS (a definition) and also 
ONE SENTENCE using that 
particular word correctly. 

CHALLENGE: can you 
remember the definitions of 

MORE THAN 3 of the 
words? 

Do you have any of your 
own WOW words that you 

could use this academic 
year? 



P2S
If you completed any of the challenges on the final side of your P2S, you will 
receive Epraise for all of the challenges and tasks attempted. Please hand these 
to your teachers to view and then collect them into your folders. 

A massive well done – these tasks were replicative of tasks on the Language 
exam papers, so you’ve had a great head start!!!



NOW LET’S GET STARTED
During this half term, you will be introduced to Language Paper 1 

1 hour 45 mins
5 questions

1 fictional extract



Birdsong tells the story of a soldier, Stephen 
Wraysford, both before and during World 

War One. The novel also focuses on the life 
of Stephen's granddaughter, Elizabeth, and 

her attempts to find out more about her 
grandfather's experiences in World War One.

What is the book about? 

We are going to read an 
extract from ‘Birdsong’ by 

Sebastian Faulks.



Set in the trenches of the First World War, this passage 
describes how a group of British soldiers and miners take 

advantage of a break in the action to venture into no man’s land 
and bring back the bodies of their colleagues who have been 

killed.

What about the extract? 

Read the extract

Can you write a brief summary 
paragraph about what is happening in 

the extract? What are the most 
important things that we learn? 



Let’s read the extract

Understanding the text

• Which character is most affected by the 
mission? Why?

• How do Goddard, Coker, Stephen and 
Weir react to the objective and what 
they see?



QUESTION 1

5 minutes

List 4 things

Make sure they meet the focus of 
the question

Focus on set lines

Paraphrase or quote

Full sentences

Don’t over complicate

Don’t miss the obvious!



QUESTION 1
Read again the specified lines

Use direct quotations from the text

Paraphrase if needed

FULL SENTENCES

4 MARKS 5 MINS

1. Read lines 1 – 14.

List four things you learn about Ellis.
(4 marks)



POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• Ellis is trying to get a working party to bring back bodies.

• Ellis’ face is white.

• Ellis’ face is freckled.

• Ellis is agitated.

• Ellis has a cap.

• Ellis has some ginger hair.

• Ellis is going bald.



QUESTION 2 – LANGUAGE ANALYSIS

10 minutes

Set lines

Highlight the interesting words/phrases

3 – 4 paragraphs

Make sure they are focused on the 
question

Focus on methods – language at word 
level; language techniques

Use terminology

Mention the reader in every paragraph

Zoom in

 It also shows

Perceptive comments – link to bigger ideas



QUESTION 2 – 8 MARKS

• Reread lines 45 - 66. 

• How is language used to describe life at war?

• What does the question mean?

• Think >  Pair > Share



READING THE EXTRACT

Read

Find the section for the language 
question.

Find your evidence

Annotate 



They tracked out towards a shellhole, the sun bright, a lark above them. Blue sky, unseen by eyes trained on turned mud. They 
moved low towards a mine crater where bodies had lain for weeks uncollected. ‘Try to lift him.’ No sound of machine guns or 
snipers, though their ears were braced for noise. ‘Take his arms.’ The incomprehensible order through the gas mouthpiece. The 
arms came away softly. ‘Not like that, not take his arms away’. On Weir’s collar a large rat, trailing something red down his back. 
A crow disturbed, lifting its black body up suddenly, battering the air with its big wings. Coker, Barlow shaking their heads under 
the assault of risen flies coming up, transforming black skin of corpses into green by their absence. The roaring of Goddard’s 
vomit made them laugh, snoring private mirth inside their masks. Goddard, releasing his mask, breathed in worse air than he had 
expelled. Weir’s hands in double sandbags stretched out tentatively to a sapper’s uniform, undressing the chest in search of a disc 
which he removed, bringing skin with it into his tunic pocket. Jack’s recoil; even through coarse material, to the sponge of flesh. 
Bright and sleek on liver, a rat emerged from the abdomen; it levered and flopped fatly over the ribs, glutted with pleasure. Bit  
by bit on to stretchers, what flesh fell left in mud. Not men, but flies and flesh, thought Stephen. Brennan anxiously stripping a 
torso with no head. He clasped it with both hands, dragged legless up from the crater, his fingers vanishing into buttered green 
flesh. It was his brother.



They tracked out towards a shellhole, the sun bright, a lark above them. Blue sky, 
unseen by eyes trained on turned mud. They moved low towards a mine crater
where bodies had lain for weeks uncollected. ‘Try to lift him.’ No sound of machine 
guns or snipers, though their ears were braced for noise. ‘Take his arms.’ The 
incomprehensible order through the gas mouthpiece. The arms came away softly. ‘Not 
like that, not take his arms away’. On Weir’s collar a large rat, trailing something red 
down his back. A crow disturbed, lifting its black body up suddenly, battering the air 
with its big wings. Coker, Barlow shaking their heads under the assault of risen flies 
coming up, transforming black skin of corpses into green by their absence. The 
roaring of Goddard’s vomit made them laugh, snoring private mirth inside their 
masks. Goddard, releasing his mask, breathed in worse air than he had expelled. 
Weir’s hands in double sandbags stretched out tentatively to a sapper’s uniform, 
undressing the chest in search of a disc which he removed, bringing skin with it into 
his tunic pocket. Jack’s recoil; even through coarse material, to the sponge of flesh. 
Bright and sleek on liver, a rat emerged from the abdomen; it levered and flopped 
fatly over the ribs, glutted with pleasure. Bit  by bit on to stretchers, what flesh fell 
left in mud. Not men, but flies and flesh, thought Stephen. Brennan anxiously stripping 
a torso with no head. He clasped it with both hands, dragged legless up from the 
crater, his fingers vanishing into buttered green flesh. It was his brother.

Language features and techniques

Weather
Animals
Physical 
landscape



Method:

Evidence:

Analysis:

Method:

Evidence:

Analysis:

Method:

Evidence:

Analysis:

Method:

Evidence:

Analysis:



MODEL PARAGRAPH
• The inclusion of the positive word “bright” and the “blue sky” weather evokes connotations of 

happiness and hope. This juxtaposes against the wildlife descriptions of the “large rat” and its 
connotations of decay and disease, which help to solidify the negative atmosphere in this scene. 
Furthermore, the crow “battering the air” with its wings implicates conflict and damage and 
reminds us of the setting and characters’ situation.

• The repetition of the word “bright” to describe both the sky and the rat demonstrates the 
polarity between the flourishing of the natural world and the intense physical and emotional 
suffering of the soldiers. This is again highlighted by the mention of the rat “glutted with 
pleasure.” This mood is also corroborated through the harsh sounding alliterative phrase 
“flopped fatly,” which seems abrupt and unwanted.

• Faulks adds extra clauses to his sentences to supply the reader with extra information about 
the animals, that intensifies the imagery. Descriptions of the rat “trailing something red” and 
the crow “lifting its black body” further devote the setting to its gruesome intentions and the 
choice of verbs in these phrases contribute to the horror experienced by the characters. 
Finally, by beginning sentences with the wildlife names we are encouraged to focus on them and 
relate them to the situation, which again elaborates the web of connotations relevant to the 
experience of the soldiers.



This suggests… This links to…
Alternatively, it 

might… This indicates…

We can argue 
that…

The reader will… This 
demonstrates…

This reveals…

Method

Evidence

Analysis

1) Use your opening sentence to refer to a 
method the author has used.

2) Select a quotation from the text –
pick out a key quotation.

3) Analyse the meanings and 
connotations within the quotation –
this should be the longest part of the 
paragraph.



Question 2 – Language (three to four paragraphs)

The writer uses the phrase__________ to suggest____________.  As readers this 
creates the image of________for us because_________. It also shows/zoom 
in__________

Quote
Phrases
Verb
Metaphor
Simile
Adjective
Onomatopoeia
Personification
Adverb
Noun
Hyperbole

This suggests
This highlights
This connotes
This implies
This portrays
This shows
This exemplifies
This illustrates

This would affect the 
reader because…
This creates a sense of… 
This is effective 
because…
Gives the impression of…
This makes the reader 
feel…



Have they made 
a range of clear 
points about the 

language 
techniques used? 

Have they 
included a range 

of quotations?

Have they 
explained the 
effect of the 

language 
techniques on 

the reader?

Have they tried 
to develop a 

range of 
interpretations 
of the language?

PEER ASSESSMENT



L O :   E X P L A I N  H O W  
W R I T E R S  U S E  

S T R U C T U R E  T O  
I N F L U E N C E  T H E  

R E A D E R  ( A O 2 )

Q 3



REMIND ME OF WHAT WE NEED TO 
REMEMBER:
• Q3:

• You now need to think about the whole source.

• How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader?

• You could write about:

• What the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning of the source

• How and why the writer changes this focus as the source develops

• Any other structural features that interest you.

• [8 marks]

Step 1: Work out what is happening. 
(Write in margin)

Step 2: Effect – why has the writer 
made these choices?

Step 3: Terminology



STRUCTURE

• Listen to me read the text to you again.

• Mark down where and when the shifts in focus/perspective occur.

• Discuss, in groups, and annotate:
– The focus at the beginning – setting? Mood? Perspective?

– How this changes and/or develops

– How does the text end – why?

– What is the narrative perspective?

– Are there any other structural techniques being used? Use the prompt if needed.

Remember to consider:
• How structure is used

• Why it is used 
• The effects on the reader!



In this part, the conversation 
is routine and there are 
indications that the 
characters are in a relatively 
good mood.

How do we know this?



In this extract, the 
realisation of the situation 
becomes apparent and tension
and fear grow.

How do we know this?



As the men recover the deceased soldiers, the 
atmosphere becomes sombre and the focus is 
the description of the setting.

How does this compare to what we have read?
How does it affect the reader?



QUESTION 3 - 10 MINUTES

10 minutes

Structure

Zoom out – look at the whole text.

May help to summarise each paragraph 
with one word/phrase to see shifts in 
focus

3 – 4 paragraphs

Focus on structural techniques and their 
effect

Beginning > Middle > End

Use buzzwords help sheet

Mention the reader in every paragraph

 It also shows

Perceptive comments – link to bigger ideas

Consider contrasts and HL techniques



Structure

Step 1: what is happening? Write in margin

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



Structure

Step 2: effect – why has the writer made these choices?

Choose 3 to explain.



Method:

Evidence:

Analysis:

Method:

Evidence:

Analysis:

Method:

Evidence:

Analysis:

Method:

Evidence:

Analysis:



Step 3 - Structure Terminology

• at first

• then

• at this point

• narrows down

• now

• focuses

• the author then introduces

• finally

• wide view

• eventually

• the author goes back to

• changes the scene to

• shifts away from

• Location

• Setting

• Protagonist

• 1st/2nd/3rd person narration

• Unreliable/omniscient narrator

• Introduction

• Conclusion

• Chronological

• Climactic moment

• Flashbacks/Flashforward

• Foreshadow

• Repetition

• Repeated motif



HOW TO GET THE 
MARKS!

1-2 Marks
What happens in the text?
- Beginning
- Middle
- End
Give a quotation for each of this 
plot points.

3-5 Marks
Comment on the effect that the 
opening/ending have on the reader.

Is there a shift?
- Change in setting
- Change in character
- Change in tone

What different sentence lengths/types 
are being used? What effect do 
these have on the reader?

What is the Narrative 
Perspective? What is the effect of 
this?

6-8 Marks

Comment on Structural 
Features and the effect they 
create:
- Flashback
- Dialogue
- Cliff hanger
- Punctuation for effect
- Juxtaposition / Paradox
- Foreshadowing
- Listing
Make a comment on the 
overall structure of the text 
and why you think the writer 
has done this:
- Linear Narrative
- Non-Linear Narrative
- Chronological

Paragraph 1 Paragraph 3Paragraph 2

Method–

Evidence –

Analysis -

Create a model 
paragraph together 

as a group… 



It is not ok to just 
identify different 
structural features… 
you must analyse what 
effect these have on 
the reader. 

You will need to analyse a 
minimum of 4 quotations to 
be able to hit this level.

Ideally you want to include 4-
6 quotations.

You must use subject 
terminology, otherwise 
you cannot get above 
2marks.

Why does the bigger 
picture matter? 

This is what the 
examiner is looking 

for! 



INSERT D30 WORD TASK FOR YOUR 
CLASS
• M:\shared\Departments\ENGLISH\English 2021-22\KS4\English Language\Dirty 30 BiG Tasks



L O :   E V A L U A T I N G  
T H E  

E F F E C T I V E N E S S  
O F  L A N G U A G E

Q 4



QUESTION 4
EVALUATION Q4

What do we remember about the evaluation 
question? 

-marks
-skills required

-how to structure your response
-certain words to remember

P

E

C

S
ALWAYS AGREE

It is much easier to find 
things that SUPPORT the 

statement. 

CONSTANT 
REFERENCE TO 

QUESTION
Use the words from the 

question constantly

Integrate PECS at 
every available 

opportunity to show 
you are EVALUATING 

language 

4. Focus on the first half of the extract, to “I’m coming too.”

A student, having read this section of the text said:
‘War takes its toll on these men but affects them in different ways.’

To what extent do you agree?

In your response you could:
• Write about your impression of the character
• Evaluate how the writer has created these impressions
• Support your opinions with quotations from the text

(20 marks)



QUESTION 4
EVALUATION Q4

What do we remember about the evaluation 
question? 

-marks
-skills required

-how to structure your response
-certain words to remember

• 25 minutes – do a brief plan!
• 4 – 6 paragraphs
• Identify opinion (s) from the question
• Always agree and say why
• Find evidence to show we agree
• Explain why that quote helps us agree 
• PECS 
• Use the words from the question
• Analyse writer’s methods in that quote (AO2)
• Zoom in
• Link back to question/argument



BEGINNING YOUR RESPONSE 
Read again the lines referred to in the 

extract

Annotate quotations with EFFECT – ensure 
all quotes selected link to the STATEMENT

Locate METHODS – HOW has the writer 
created these impressions (use of specific 

lexis or writing/structural techniques?)

Ensure methods and effects located 
SUPPORT the statement for your AGREE 

point of view (PECS to evaluate!)





PARAGRAPH 
STRUCTURE TO HELP:

1) Agree with the 
statement

2) First reason for 
agreeing

3) Quotation (integrated) 
to prove that you agree

4) Effect and evaluation of 
language (PECS)

5) Agree with statement 
once more

I fully agree with the statement because the 
writer purposefully uses colour imagery to show 
how Ellis feels anxious at war. Faulks describes his 
face as ‘white, freckled’ and ‘agitated’ successfully
showing he perhaps feels sick or unwell. The 
deliberate use of the verb ‘agitated’ clearly shows 
that Ellis is on edge or under pressure, possibly 
because he is in a position of leadership. This is 
clearly proof that the student is right as Ellis is 
deeply affected by war.

Another character that proves the student 
correct is…

Live model 
paragraph



SELF ASSESS

Highlight each part of your response.

Award a mark out of 20 using the mark scheme.

What do you need to do next time?

PARAGRAPH 
STRUCTURE TO HELP:

1) Agree with the 
statement

2) First reason for 
agreeing

3) Quotation (integrated) 
to prove that you agree

4) Effect and evaluation of 
language (PECS)

5) Agree with statement 
once more



Personification: Colon:

Ambitious vocab: Simile:

Task:

Complete 
descriptive 
statements, 

prompted by 
this picture, 

using the 
criteria stated.

Remember the picture is just a prompt! Be creative and don’t just describe what you can see!



Personification: Colon:

Ambitious vocab: Simile:



Figuring out the image…
Task 1: Label all of the 

NOUNS you can see that we 
might zoom in on within our 

descriptive response

Task 2: Link 3 ambitious 
ADJECTIVES to each 

chosen noun...

HINT: Dirty 30! Be ambitious! 

Task 3: Using your Success Criteria list from earlier, 
practise one sentence per noun using your chosen 

adjectives…

HINT: Don’t forget to vary your sentence openers!

Don’t forget all of our 
dirty 30 words, and to 
use vivid verbs too! 



WRITING TIPS

Plan for up to 10 minutes
Spider diagram

Bullet point/paragraph plan

Grid method

Write for 30

Check for 5 minutes – read 
backwards for SPAG check

Write 6 – 8 paragraphs

Use one line/shorter paragraphs

Cover the Secret 7 but also plan for 
them!

Remember what you have analysed 
and use this in your writing, e.g. 
structure for effect

Everything has to be conscious and 
deliberate

Try to use the overall structure to create 
some kind of effect





PLANNING YOUR RESPONSE
PARAGRAPH 1
PANORAMIC

PARAGRAPH 5
ZOOM IN 

PARAGRAPH 2
ZOOM IN

PARAGRAPH 6 – One Line

PARAGRAPH 7
ZOOM IN 

PARAGRAPH 3 – One line

PARAGRAPH 4
ZOOM IN

PARAGRAPH 8
PANORAMIC WITH A CHANGE

E.G



MODEL
Create a class live 

model paragraph of 
description using 

your plan… 



WRITING TIPS

Always choose description where 
possible

Plan for up to 10 minutes
Spider diagram

Bullet point/paragraph plan

Grid method

Write for 30

Check for 5 minutes – read 
backwards for SPAG check

Write 6 – 8 paragraphs

Use one line/shorter paragraphs

Cover the Secret 7 but also plan for 
them!

Remember what you have analysed 
and use this in your writing, e.g. 
structure for effect

Everything has to be conscious and 
deliberate

Try to use the overall structure to create 
some kind of effect



YOUR TURN
Create a paragraph of your own – this can be a panoramic 
(taking into account numerous different aspects of the image) 
or you can choose to practise a zoom paragraph (zooming in 
on one specific object and describing this for the length of the 
paragraph.) 

HINT: Don’t forget your success criteria 
from our BIG task! 

You must include all aspects to ensure a 
top band response. 

See the mark scheme to ensure you’re in 
top band!! 



Have a go at using the skill descriptors 
for AO5 AND AO6 to determine 

which band your paragraph sits in so 
far… 







GREEN PEN FOR GROWTH

Label your response with all of the awesome things you did within your writing. 

- Where did you meet the success criteria? 

- Where did you WOW with your vocab? 

- Where did you use dashes and semicolons? 

- Create a WWW and an EBI based on the mark scheme and your labelled 
positives…

- What might you’ve missed? 

- What could you have done better next time? 

- Where could there have been a semicolon?
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