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Quick 6!

What is one way that World War 2 lead to Britain losing its empire?

“Britain was happy to let bot India and African nations gain their 
independence after World War 2” – Why is this statement false?

What is one example of how Britain moved people around its Empire?

What was one positive, and one negative consequence to India for being in 
the British Empire?

What is the name of one business that helped Britain build its empire?

What is the difference between the “First” and “Second” British Empires?

1

2

3

4

5

6



Should we feel proud 
of the British Empire?

14/09/2020

Learning Outcomes:

By the end of this lesson you will:

- Analyse historian’s opinions on the British 
Empire

- Write an argument that explains your own 
attitudes towards our shared history

Fundamental British Values: 
Respect and Tolerance

Today’s Title:

Key Words:

Pride = Feeling joy because of your 
achievements.

Shame = Feeling bad because of 
wrong behaviour.

Legacy = The long term effects of 
decisions made by people in the past. 

What is the 
legacy of the 

British 
Empire?

What was life like in the 
British Empire?

Migration in the British 
Empire

This lesson:

Next lesson:

How did Britain gain an 
empire?

Previous lesson:



Angry

Embarrassed

Ashamed

Proud

Grateful

Respectful

Regretful

Responsible

Neutral

Why do you think British people feel emotions 
like these about the British Empire?



Historians opinions
The British Empire is a complicated and 
controversial part of our history. It is 
something that divides opinions in Britain 
even today. 

Professional historians often have very 
different opinions about the British Empire. In 
GCSE history we call a historian’s opinion an 
“Interpretation”.

We are going to examine two interpretations 
and compare the arguments they make. Read 
through the interpretations on your 
worksheet and answer the Part 1 questions at 
the bottom.
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CHALLENGE:
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Now use evidence to form your own opinion

Look at the cards on the worksheet:

1. Decide if each of the boxes is a reason 
to feel proud of the British Empire, 
ashamed or it or both.  Colour code 
them to show your choices.

2. Number all the cards within each 
colour group to show which you feel 
are the most important reasons to feel 
proud or ashamed.

CHALLENGE:

Does our country have a 
responsibility to ma
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Make your own judgment: Choose one of the following statements 
and explain why it matches your opinion. 

CHALLENGE: Write and explain your own statement.

We should be proud of the massive achievement that the British 
Empire was and it is right that we celebrate it.

We should be proud of our history, but we should remember the bad 
things that happened as well. 

We shouldn’t have to feel positive or negative – it’s nothing to do 
with us. 

We aren’t personally responsible and shouldn’t feel ashamed, but 
our country should do what it can to make up for the things its done.

It is right that we are ashamed of the terrible things our country has 
done to become powerful.
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