How do we decide
who will be the next
king/queen when a
monarch dies?

Why might there be problems if a king/queen did not
have a child before they died?
How might this have terrible consequences for the
country?

Fundamental British Values:
Individual liberty and democracy (lack of!).

25/06/2021
Previous lesson:

Today’s Title:
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Who should be King?
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the causes of
international
conflict.

Learning Outcomes:

Key Words:

By the end of this lesson you will:

Heir = The person who will be
the next king or queen

-Investigate the three people who wanted to

be King in 1066.
-Justify who should be King in 1066.

Succession = When one king or
queen dies and another takes
over.

The death of King Edward the Confessor
Key word:
Heir – someone
who is the next
king or queen of
a country.

• Edward the Confessor died in 1066
• He got the nickname ‘the Confessor’ because
Think, pair, share
he was incredibly religious.
Who should be the next king?
What characteristics should
• He died without an heir.
the next king have?

Who were the claimants (contenders) to
the throne?

Harold Godwinson

William of Normandy

Harald Hardrada

• You will each be given a profile of a claimant to the throne
• Write down any reasons why they should be king
• Write down any reasons why they should not be king

Who should be king of England in 1066?
William Duke of Normandy
Reasons they should be
king.

Reasons they should not be
king.

Harald Hardrada
Reasons they should be king

Harold Godwinson

Reasons they should not
be king.

Reasons they should be
king.

Reasons they should not
be king.

Which claimant do you think should be king?
I think… should be the next king.
My reasons for choosing… are:
•
•
•

The Anglo Saxon
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Harold Godwinson was English
He said that he had been chosen by Edward the Confessor to
be the next King of England. He said King Edward's dying
words were: "I commend all my kingdom to your care"
He was related by marriage to the old king Edward the
Confessor. He was his brother-in-law.
He was an experienced soldier and had won many battles
for Edward
He was the richest man in England and the most powerful
Earl.
All the important people in England supported him.
He did not always have a good relationship with the old king.
He tried to take power once before and had been banished
to France
He had no blood link to the old King

The Viking
• He was the grandson of King Canute the Great, who
had been the last Viking king of England 50 years ago.
• He was already a successful King of Norway, he knew
how to rule.
• He was a very tough leader, his name meant “HardRuler”
• He was a very experienced soldier and won many
battles on his way to become King of Norway
• England had been ruled by Viking kings for many years
before the Anglo Saxon Edward the Confessor took
power.
• He was not related to the old king, Edward the
Confessor.
• He was not English and spoke a different language.
• He was miles away in Norway and he had little support
in England.

The Norman
• Duke William of Normandy was a distant cousin of the
old king, Edward the Confessor
• William said that Edward the Confessor had chosen him
to be the next King
• He was an experienced and successful ruler of
Normandy
• William claimed Harold Godwinson had made a promise
to him to support William’s claim to the throne.
• The Pope in Rome supported William of Normandy.
• William was a Norman and he spoke a different
language.
• Nobody in England seemed to want him, they all
supported Harold Godwinson instead.

Who should be king of England in 1066?
William Duke of Normandy
Reasons they should be
king.

Reasons they should not be
king.

Harald Hardrada
Reasons they should be king

Harold Godwinson

Reasons they should not
be king.

Reasons they should be
king.

Reasons they should not
be king.

Which claimant do you think should be king?
I think… should be the next king.
My reasons for choosing… are:
•
•
•

Who should be king of England in 1066?
Harold Godwinson

William Duke of Normandy
Reasons they should be king.

Reasons they should not be king.

He was the old king’s distant
cousin

He is Norman – Language is
different

He is a good ruler

Reasons they should be king.

Reasons they should not be
king.

He was promised by the old king

He tried to take power

He was a good soldier

He has no blood link

He was the old king’s brother in
law

The old king promised him

He was very rich and powerful

Harold G promised him

He was experienced
He was English

Harald Hardrada

Reasons they should be king. Reasons they should not be
king.
He is already a strong king

He is not English

He’s an experienced soldier

He was far away

He is very tough
The old King, Canute, is his
ancestor

Exam Challenge!
Which claimant do you think
should be king? (Explain your
answer using the evidence.)

Class Vote

Harold Godwinson

William of Normandy

Harald Hardrada

In your book choose who you think should be
king and write an explanation of why. Glue the
picture next to your statement

Who should be the next King of England?

Start the discussion:

Agree:

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

I believe that ___ because...
In my opinion ___ because...
One argument may be that ___ because...
I’d like to make the point that…

I support your point that ___ because of…
Your opinion is reasonable because...
I agree with your statement because...
Your argument is a valid one because...

Build:

Challenge:

•
•
•

•
•

•

Building on what... said...
In addition to ...’s statement...
I agree with your point, but should add
that…
Your argument is a good one, however it
needs...

•
•

This opinion could be questioned because…
My own view is contrasting with yours
because...
I would like to challenge your argument
because...
I disagree with your statement for a number
of reasons...

Minimum Expected Grade 7-9
‘William Duke of Normandy had by far the strongest claim to the
throne.’
How far do you agree with this statement?
Try to think of two reasons why you might agree and disagree. Give
your overall judgement and include the word ‘significant’.

Minimum Expected Grade 5-6
Which king had the most significant claim to the throne?
Try to fully explain 3 reasons why one of the claimants was the
rightful heir.

Minimum Expected Grade 1-4
Who deserved to be king of England?
I believe that the contender with the greatest claim to the throne was
_______________. My main argument to support this is . . .
Furthermore he deserves to be the next king of England because . . .

Fundamental British Values:
Individual liberty and democracy (lack of!).
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Learning Outcomes:

Key Words:

By the end of this lesson you will:

Heir = The person who will be
the next king or queen

-Investigate the three people who wanted to

be King in 1066.
-Justify who should be King in 1066.

Succession = When one king or
queen dies and another takes
over.

Who should be king of England in 1066?
1 Mark Questions: Current Knowledge

1)

Describe one fact about life in 1066.

2)

Identify one fear which people held in 1066.

3)

Who held the most power in 1066?

Starter
Why might there be problems if a king/queen did
not have a child before they passed away?
How might this have terrible consequences for
the country?

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

William Duke of Normandy
Reasons they should be king.

Reasons they should not be king.

Who should be king of England in 1066?
1 Mark Questions: Current Knowledge

1)

Describe one fact about life in 1066.

2)

Identify one fear which people held in 1066.

Starter
Which key word from our baseline test
links to the next person who becomes
king/queen?

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

Harold Godwinson
Reasons they should be king.

Reasons they should not be king.

Who should be king of England in 1066?
1 Mark Questions: Current Knowledge

Harald Hardrada
Reasons they should be king.

1)

Describe one fact about life in 1066.

Starter
How do we decide who will be the
next king/queen when a monarch
dies?

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

Reasons they should not be king.

