
1. Find your seat in the room.
2.Sit down and show me you 

are READY to learn.
3.Write your FULL NAME on 

your lollipop stick.



1. Complete the front of your 
book 

2.Write your form next to 
your name

3.Then write your full name 
on your lollipop stick.Assessment Assessment 

Title:
Step/Grade

1 Battle of Hastings

2 Black Death

3 Henry VIII

4 Year 7 Exam

5

6

Name:               Subject: 
History

Teacher: Miss Skinner     Class: 7A6

Book Number: 1

Minimum Exp: Asp Target: 



What is History?

25/06/2021

Learning Outcomes:

By the end of this lesson you will:

1. DESCRIBE what a good historian looks like. 

2. LIST the qualities of a historian.

Fundamental British Values: 
Rule of Law and Mutual Respect

Today’s Title:

Key Words:

Chronology = Putting things in 
the right time order

Historian = A person who studies 
and explains history

How do 
people form 

their 
opinions?

What is History?

Who were the Anglo-Saxons?

This lesson:

Next lesson:



Castleford Academy – 3 Universal Rules

Universal rules: 
rule of law and 
mutual respect

Rules 

READY 
RESPECT 

SAFE 

Stepped Sanctions 

Name on board 
Name on board + ✓ = 5 minutes 

Name on board + ✓ ✓ = 30 minutes consultation 
Name on board + ✓ ✓ ✓ = Remove & 30 minutes consultation 

Sent to cool spot / Connect for serious incident = Set 30 
minutes consultation 

Consultation 



What is History? Make a list of 
words that link with History.

Struggling 
today? Use 
the picture 

clues to help 
you! 

CHALLENGE: Why 
do we study 

History? (Think 
about what you 
might learn from 

it…)



How do these pictures link to History?

CHALLENGE: Improve your 
descriptions using KEY WORDS. 

(E.g. Chronological)

Choose 3 and explain how they link 
to History.

In the first picture I can see…
This links to History because…
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Where does the word History come from? 

Greek word “historia” meaning to find out, an inquiry.

Where might you see the word inquiry?

How might the jobs of a historian and a 
detective be similar? 



What does this suggest about history? 

● History is an act  - it’s a verb.
● History is ongoing - it’s active.
● Our understanding of history changes as historians carry out 

inquiries.
● We can have judgements about history based on the evidence we 

find
● Your view of History is dependent on who you are and the evidence 

you look at.
● History is not dead. 
● Each lesson is a part of a bigger question that allows us to piece 

together a jigsaw



What is a historian? 

Discuss with your partner:

● What is a historian?
● What does a historian look like?
● What does a historian do all day?
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Historian

http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/ztnvgk7

Good at writing!

Historian

CHALLENGE: Which quality could a 
historian not live without and why?

Write down as many qualities 
as you can that a historian 

might need!

Aim for 3 
qualities

Aim for 5 
qualities

Aim for 7 
qualities



What is a historian? 



What does a historian do? - case study Hallie 
Rubenhold

● Born in LA, studied History in Massachusetts then Leeds.
● Done years of research into women’s lives and 18th and 19th social 

history.
● Began researching a very familiar story…

“Polly, Annie, Elizabeth, Catherine and Mary-Jane are famous for the same thing, though they never met. They came from 

Fleet Street, Knightsbridge, Wolverhampton, Sweden and Wales. They wrote ballads, ran coffee houses, lived on country 

estates, they breathed ink-dust from printing presses and escaped people-traffickers.

What they had in common was the year of their murders: 1888.

Their murderer was never identified, but the name created for him by the press has become far more famous than any of 

these five women.

Now, in this devastating narrative of five lives, historian Hallie Rubenhold finally sets the record straight, and gives these 

women back their stories.”

● The book is now a bestseller.



What is History?

25/06/2021

Learning Outcomes:

By the end of this lesson you will:

1. DESCRIBE what a good historian looks like. 

2. LIST the qualities of a historian.

Fundamental British Values: 
Rule of Law and mutual respect. 

Today’s Title:

Key Words:

Chronology = Putting things in 
the right time order

Historian = A person who studies 
and explains history

How do 
people form 

their 
opinions?

What is History?

Who were the Anglo-Saxons?

This lesson:

Next lesson:



Margaret Macmillan

“In the end, my only advice is use it, enjoy it, but always 
handle history with care.”

Why do you think the historian Margaret Macmillan thinks 
history can be dangerous?



Macmillan believes History is useful for many reasons, but that it 
can be dangerous in the wrong hands or if used for the wrong 

purpose.

Sort the statements out into whether you think they are 
uses of history, or dangers of history.



History helps us escape from the present into another world We can turn to History to help us make sense of the uncertainty in 
our world

History can highlight our mistakes by showing by reminding us of 
when people in the past made different, even better decisions

Leaders can try and rewrite history to justify their decisions and 
actions

If we focus on history too much it can be a trap and avoid us 
dealing with issues in the present.

History relies on memory much of the time and this can be 
unreliable

Knowing history helps us avoid generalisations e.g. all women 
were like this...

History can help warn us about what might go wrong in the future

History can easily be over-simplified. We can use history to help us understand ourselves and the way 
we act

History helps us understand other people so brings us closer 
together

It is easy to create a one-sided History

Leaders can create false histories to justify treating others badly History can comfort us when we go through hard times

People can try and deny certain historical events happened History makes us ask big questions about right and wrong - e.g. 
should we apologise for events that have happened now we know 
they were wrong?

Bad history tells us only part of very complicated stories History helps us challenge and even explode national myths!



Word bank

Myth - A traditional story or an idea that lots of people have which isn’t true.

Generalisation - a sweeping statement which might not actually be true for 
everyone e.g. boys like football

Dictator - A political leader who has absolute power

Justify - prove to be right
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Plenary qualities
Post-it note time!

Write on your post-it note the 
most important quality for a 

historian.

You are going to be tested on 
your explanation so remember 

to use the key words from 
today’s lesson to help you!
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