
In the back of your books: 

Why could we argue that William of Normandy has an advantage at 
the Battle of Hastings?

CHALLENGE ZONE:
What advantage does Harold Godwinson have at Hastings?

It’s October 14th, 1066. William of Normandy and Harold Godwinson are assembled with 
their armies and are about to do battle. The Battle of Hastings is about to begin.

Brains in Gear



What happened at 
the Battle of 

Hastings?
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Learning Outcomes:

By the end of this lesson you will:
Investigate what happened at the Battle of 
Hastings. 
Discuss why people have different opinions about 
the Battle of Hastings. 

Fundamental British Values: 
Rules of law (war/battles)

Today’s Title:

Key Words:

Cavalry = Soldiers on horses

Retreat = When one side tries to 
stop the battle and withdraw

Understand 
the causes of 
international 

conflict. 

The Battle of Hastings

Why William Won

This lesson:

Next lesson:

The Battle of 
Stamford Bridge

Previous lesson:



Video Note-Making Task

We are going to make notes about the events of the Battle of Hastings

You will need to push yourself so that you are confident enough to describe
what happened during the battle, and to explain why one side won the 

battle.

CHALLENGE: What was the main turning point of the battle?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zigjVCFzZ38

https://youtu.be/FW4RKp23Z4M?t=270 (4:30s) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zigjVCFzZ38
https://youtu.be/FW4RKp23Z4M?t=270


The Battle of Hastings 
14th October, 1066.

Who was Better 
prepared for the Battle 

of Hastings? 
(try to find evidence 

which shows the 
preparation of both 

sides.)

Preparations of 
Harold Godwinson 

(Saxons)

Preparations of
William Duke of 

Normandy 
(Normans)

Which side held the best 
position before the battle? 

(Try to explain your answer).

_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________

Which leader was most impressive at the 
Battle of Hastings?

Leadership of Harold Godwinson 
(Saxons)

Leadership of William Duke of 
Normandy (Normans)

Which moments do you think were ‘key’ in the Battle of Hastings?



The Battle of Hastings, 14th October, 1066.

What advantages did both sides 
have before and during the battle?

Harold Godwinson 
Advantages

William of 
Normandy 
Advantages

What were ‘key’ events in 
the Battle of Hastings?

The Battle of Hastings, 14th October, 1066.

What advantages did both sides 
have before and during the battle?

Harold Godwinson 
Advantages

William of 
Normandy 
Advantages

What were ‘key’ events in 
the Battle of Hastings?



Why did William win the Battle of 
Hastings?
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Identify and 
explain the main 
turning point in 

the battle.

Apply your learning. 
You can do a challenge HIGHER than your target grade but not LOWER.

Identify and 
explain three 
reasons why 

William won the 
Battle of Hastings.

Identify the most 
important reason 
why William won 

the Battle of 
Hastings and 

explain why it was 
more important 

than other reasons.

Minimum 
Expected – 1-3

Minimum 
Expected – 4-6

Minimum 
Expected – 7-9
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Based on our previous learning…

Who deserved to win the battle of Hastings? 

Be prepared to explain your answer.

Harold 
Godwinson 

deserved to win.

William Duke of 
Normandy 

deserved to win

Plenary





1. In your groups, you must try to decide which 3 moments were the most important
in influencing the Battle of Hastings.

2. Then, you will try to create a still ‘freeze frame’ to act out this key moment in the 
battle.
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