
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key word Definition 

1. Chronology the arrangement of events or dates in the order of their occurrence. 

2. Historian an expert in or student of history, 

3. Anglo-Saxon A race of people who lived in England from 400 AD 

4. Government The people in charge who lead the country. 

5. Heir The person who will be the next king or queen 

6. Succession When one king or queen dies and another takes over. 

7. Ambush To catch an enemy by surprise 

8. Shield Wall A tactic of fighting in one long line of shields. 

9. Cavalry Soldiers on horses 

10. Viking any of the Scandinavian pirates and traders who raided and settled in many parts of north-western Europe in the 8th–11th 
centuries. Linking to Harald Hardrada 

11. Luck success or failure apparently brought by chance rather than through one's own actions. 

12. Leadership the action of leading a group of people or an organization. 

13. Retreat When one side tries to stop the battle and withdraw 

14.  Significant sufficiently great or important to be worthy of attention; noteworthy. 

15. Tactics an action or strategy carefully planned to achieve a specific end 

Battle of Hastings 

• William’s invasion fleet consisted of 700 ships and a large army. 
Strong winds had prevented William and his fleet from sailing 
until late September. 

• On September 29th, William landed at Pevensey Bay in Sussex. A 
castle was built and his army started raiding. Harold II marched 
quickly south, immediately after the Battle of Stamford 
Bridge. He left many of his foot soldiers behind.  

• The two sides met at Senlac Hill, near Hastings. Harold II had 
gathered his men at the top of the hill and they protected their 
position using a wall of shields. 

• The battle began in the morning with the Norman knights on foot 
firing arrows followed by those on horseback charging up the hill. 
A rumour suggested William had been killed. William took off 
his helmet to show them he was still alive.  

• William used archers to break up the Saxon shield wall. Arrows 
fell like rain on the Saxons, killing many of them in the process. In 
desperation, the housecarls formed a ring around their king. They 
failed to protect him however and Harold was killed - although 
exactly how he died, no-one can be sure of.  
 

Harald Hardrada's bid to become King of England  

The Battle of Stamford Bridge 

• After Harold Godwinson was crowned King Harold II, 
William and Harald Hardrada both made plans to invade 
England. 

 

Harold Godwinson, Earl of Wessex 

Harold was a powerful and rich English nobleman. According to the 
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, Edward named Godwinson as his 
replacement on his deathbed. The next day, the royal council, 
known as the Witan, met and declared Godwinson king. An 
English king was proclaimed by the Witan - this gave Harold 
Godwinson the only claim to the throne by right. 

William, Duke of Normandy 

The Norman chroniclers reported that Edward had promised his 
distant relative, William, the throne in 1051. William was the 
only blood relative of Edward, but the English throne was not 
hereditary anyway. Claims that Edward promised the throne 
were probably made up by the enemy sides after the event. 
The Bayeux Tapestry, which was made after the Conquest, shows 
Godwinson swearing an oath of support to William in a visit to 
Normandy in 1064. William was supported by the Pope. 

Harald Hardrada, King of Norway, Viking warrior 

Hardrada based his claim on the fact that his ancestor, King 
Cnut, had once ruled England (1016‒1035). He was helped by 
Godwinson's half-brother, Tostig. 
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4. Describe the soldiers used in the battle. 

7. W
hy did the Vikings only need 24 

longboats to leave? 

10. Describe the tactics used by Harold in the Battle of 
Hastings. 
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