
Brain in Gear 

Quick 6!

What is a support trench?

What does détente mean? 

Match the date to the event:  Wall Street Crash 1933
Hyperinflation 1923
Hitler made chancellor 1929

Which two people helped make Hitler chancellor?

Why did the Soviet Union invade Czechoslovakia?

How many meters behind the Front Line Trench was the Support Trench?
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Brains in Gear

What tale do 
you think these 

pictures tell?



Life in Germany:
Unemployment

Describe the different reasons the Titanic sank.
Explain why different individuals were responsible.

Assess which individual you think holds the most blame.
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When Hitler took power in 1933 there were 5,000,000 unemployed Germans, this 
was 25% of the workforce. This was a huge problem for Hitler in two ways:

1. Unemployed were dangerous, they suffered poor living conditions and 
demanded help. If Hitler couldn't help them they may turn to Communism. 

2. Unemployed workers are a waste of resources and a burden on society. Every 
German should be in useful ‘work’.

By 1939 unemployment in Germany had fallen to around 300,000. This was an 
enormous success for the Nazis. 

CHALLENGE: How might Hitler reduce unemployment? Make a list of ideas in 
your books



Methods to reduce unemployment

Use the sheets to make notes on how the Nazis managed to reduce 
unemployment in Germany. 

Think of positives and negatives for each idea.

CHALLENGE:
In what ways were the Nazis successful or unsuccessful in reducing 

unemployment in Germany? 



Invisible unemployment

Some historians say the Nazis didn’t really reduce 
unemployment.

They say that the Nazis were misrepresenting statistics to hide 
over 1.5 million unemployed people – these were the invisible 

unemployed.

YOUR TASK: 

Explain this on your sheet and rank the ways of reducing 
unemployment with the smartest idea at the top.



Were the Nazis successful at reducing unemployment?

YES NO
• Unemployment fell by over 

4,000,000. A huge drop.

• This made more people support the 
Nazis and made them look good.

• Many public works were carried out.

• To compare – unemployment in 
Britain fell by 1,000,000 in the same 
period

• Unemployment actually fell everywhere as the 
world recovered from the Great Depression

• The “invisible unemployed” where not counted.

• Some of the jobs were not “real” or lasting jobs –
RAD.

• Some policies (RAD) cost a lot of money to run and 
couldn’t be kept going for the long term.

CHALLENGE: Do you think they were successful overall?



Explain why unemployment fell in Germany between 1933 and 1939.

You may use the following in your answer:

• National Labour Service (RAD)
• autobahns

You must also use information of your own.

Write a paragraph that explains why unemployment fell in Germany.

P1: National Labour Service
P2: Autobahns

P3: Another factor – Rearmament / “invisible unemployment”

Key Words:
Caused, led to, as a result, therefore, this meant that, consequently, 



Mark scheme for this question
1-3 marks-Simple answer no real knowledge shown.
4-6 marks- Description of ideas- no explanation and linking to 
question.
MAX 5 marks if nothing used except 2 ideas given.
7-9 marks- Description and good explanation of ideas using 
some good own knowledge.
MAX 8 marks if nothing used except 2 ideas given.
10-12 marks- Detailed description and explanation of ideas, 
each paragraph focused on the question. Precise own 
knowledge used
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