
A service set up in 1933 to provide paid work 
for the unemployed

Reich Labour Service (Reichs Arbeits Dienst - RAD)

Work included:

• Repairing roads
• Planting trees
• Draining marshes
• Building bridges
• Building coastal walls
• Building sports facilities 

(Berlin Olympic Stadium)

At first, the RAD was a voluntary service, but it was made compulsory in 
1935 for all young men to serve in the RAD for six months.

In 1935 there were 422,000 men serving in the RAD.

These men now had work and a wage, and the things they were doing 
were projects that were good for Germany as a whole.

The RAD was not popular for the workers in it. 

It was organised like an army – workers wore uniforms, lived in camps, 
did military practice, drills and parades on top of their normal work. 

The food and working conditions were poor and the pay was very low. 
Many men saw the RAD as forced military service. 



The autobahn project was a planned 7,000 mile 
network of motorways across Germany 

Autobahns (Motorways)

In September 1933 Hitler himself personally started 
the building of the first autobahn. 

In 1935 the first stretch of motorway was opened, at 
this point 125,000 men were employed on the project

By 1938, 3,500 km of motorways had been completed 
and were open. 

A major priority for Hitler was increasing the size of 
Germany’s armed forces.

Rearmament

This helped reduce unemployment in two ways:

1) In 1935 Hitler announced conscription – a forced 
military service for every German male. This 
increased the size of the armed forces to 
1,360,000 men. 

2) This much bigger army needed uniforms, 
weapons, tanks, ships, food and equipment. 

Government spending on arms increased from 
3.6 million marks in 1933 to 26 billion marks in 
1939. 

This caused a big jump in employment in the 
arms industry. For example, the number of 
people building planes rose from 4,000 to 72,000 
from 1933 – 1935.
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