
Photograph taken in July 
1933

Nazi  SS officers force a 
man and a woman to 
wear signs on a street 

corner.

The woman’s sign says “I 
am the biggest pig of all, I 

only sleep with Jews!”

The man’s sign says “I am 
a Jewish boy who only 

brings German girls to his 
room”

What can you infer from 
this Source about the 

treatment of Jews in Nazi 
Germany?



Life in Nazi Germany:
Jewish Lives

19/05/2021



Anti-Semitism in Germany
Common in Europe for centuries, usually based around:
• Their religion, customs and physical appearance made them stand out as “different”
• Some Christians blamed them for the death of Jesus
• Some Jews were successful in business and finance, this led to jealousy.

By the 1930s this resentment had become particularly strong in Germany
• German Nationalists like Hitler listed them among the traditional “enemies” of the 

German people. They were blamed for the defeat in WW1, the Treaty of Versailles, 
hyperinflation in 1923, and the economic depression following the Wall Street Crash. 

• Many moderate Germans were persuaded by Nazi propaganda and either turned a 
blind eye to, or fully supported, the persecution of the Jews.



Nazi Laws
• You have a selection of different anti-Semitic laws passed by the Nazi Government 

against Jewish people.

• Plot these different anti-Semitic laws on your graph. 

• Consider what year the law was passed, and what impact it had on Jewish lives

1-3 – limited impact 
4-7 – Some impact 
8-10 – High impact 



Where should this law go?

November 1938

Jewish Lives
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CHALLENGE: Why are 1933, 1935 and 
1938 key dates in the persecution of 

the Jews?







Brains in Gear

• How many laws can your recall that were made to 
persecute Jews between 1933-1939?

• CHALLNEGE: How many can you remember the exact 
date for?



Life in Nazi Germany:
Kristallnacht – The Night of 

Broken Glass

19/05/2021



Using the information sheet 
make a comic strip that 
shows the events of the 

night.

Do the text boxes 
underneath before you 

start drawing

CHALLENGE: 
How does this night 

represent a turning point in 
the treatment of Jews?

Kristallnacht
(The Night of Broken Glass)

9-10 November 1938

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zhvpvcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynypuxgCbH4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDIXugTLGts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDIXugTLGts


Why did nobody try to stop the persecution?

• The Nazi Government kept some of the atrocities secret, but most of what 
was happening was well known.

• Many Germans took part in the persecution and no-one did anything to stop 
it. 

• People who criticised the Nazis were severely dealt with, they may have 
therefore been too scared

• Others convinced themselves that the suffering inflicted on the Jews was not 
real, or ignored it entirely 

• Many Germans seem to have become convinced by ideas at the time that this 
was justified, leading to support and involvement



Kristallnacht (The Night of Broken Glass)
9-10 November 1938

• A Polish Jew shot a random German man in Paris on 7th November 1938. He was angry at the way 
Germans had treated his parents. The man was rushed to hospital in critical condition. 

• Joseph Goebbels, the Nazi Propaganda Minister decided to use this incident to stir up trouble against the 
Jews. He ordered the local papers in Hannover, the hometown of the injured German, print articles 
condemning the Paris shooting, he also ordered that the SA, the SS and Gestapo begin to attack the 
homes and synagogues of the local Jews. 

• Two days later, on 9th November, the injured German died, Goebbels brought the news to Hitler and they 
decided to use this to incite a large scale attack of Jews in Germany.

• They told Nazi leaders to organise a massive attack on Jewish property. It was set up to look like a 
spontaneous public attack, so SS, SA and Hitler Youth members who participated wore civilian clothes 
instead of their Nazi uniforms. 

• Gangs smashed and burned Jewish property and attacked Jews. One example included an 18 year-old 
Jewish boy being thrown from the roof of a 3 story building. In the end, 814 shops, 171 homes and 191 
synagogues were destroyed. Over 100 Jews were killed in the violence. 

• The violence was blamed on the Jews, they were fined 1 billion marks for the destruction of property and 
20,000 Jews were rounded up and sent to concentration camps.



Interpretation 1 argues that 
many ordinary German people 
were involved in the events of 

Kristallnacht. 

Interpretation 2 argues that it 
was orchestrated by the Nazi 

party to look like the actions of 
normal people, but that most 

people did not support the 
attack. 

YOUR TASK

Write an AGREE or a DISAGREE 
paragraph that answers the 
question – How far do you 

agree with Int. 1? 

Include two quotes from the 
source and your own 

knowledge. 



Plenary: If this is the answer, what is the question?

• Persecution
• Kristallnacht
• Joseph Goebbels
• Synagogues
• Gestapo
• 1 billion marks
• Concentration camps

Need help? If the answer is 
banana, the question could 
be What fruit is yellow and 
curved?

Challenge: Can you 
link any of the 

answers together?
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