
What do you need to have a good 
standard of living?

BONUS QUESTION: 
What are trade unions?



Life in Germany:
Standard of Living

19/05/2021



Set up in 1933 to replace trade unions.

Its purpose was to protect and regulate workers rights.

It set the maximum working hours and days and set the minimum pay for 
workers.

However, in many ways workers found their rights were worse under the DAF:

- They lost their rights to negotiate improvements in pay and conditions
- The maximum working hours were raised by six hours per week
- The DAF punished workers who caused disruptions.

A division of the Labour Front set up in 1933 to improve workers standards of living.

The idea was if people enjoyed working it would lead to a happier life and a stronger 
nation. The idea was everyone is “in it together”.

They mainly provided leisure activities for workers. These could be sports tickets, 
theatre shows, films, trips out and even foreign holidays. 

These activities were popular and well attended, by 1936 there were 35 million 
workers registered as members. 

However, one reason for the high attendance could be because there was a lot of 
pressure to join and attend activities. 

The Labour Front (DAF) Strength Through Joy (KdF)

A division of Strength Through Joy was the Beauty of Labour. 

This group campaigned to get employers to provide better facilities such as 
toilets, showers, changing rooms and canteens. 

The Nazis claimed in 1938 that nearly 34,000 companies had improved their 
facilities.

However, many employers expected the workers to build these facilities 
themselves after work, for no extra pay. They even threatened workers who 
didn’t want to with being fired. 

Beauty of Labour (SdA)

One scheme run by the KdF was the Volkswagen scheme.

Hitler employed Ferdinand Porsche to design a car for four people which would 
travel at 40 miles to the gallon and which the average German could afford. 

The KdF encouraged workers to give five marks a week from their wages to the 
project, which would eventually entitle them to a free VW. 

The money they gave set up the factories to produce the cars, but in 1938 the 
factories switched to making weapons. No-one ever got their car or their money 
back. 

EXTENSION: Volkswagen – The People’s Car 



How did Hitler try to improve people’s 
standard of life?
Hitler knew that if people were unhappy the Nazis could begin to lose 
support. Keeping the population happy was an important task.

A number of organisations were created to improve people’s lives. The 
three main ones were

• The Labour Front (DAF)
• Strength Through Joy (KdF)
• The Beauty of Labour (SdA)

Make notes on these three organisations in your 
books.

CHALLENGE: What was the main impact of these 
organisations on life in Germany? Were they 

successful for the Nazis? For the workers?





Your Task

Highlight on your sheet areas of life that improved or that got worse. 
Then stick the sheet into your book.

“Life in Nazi Germany generally improved due to organisations like 
Strength Through Joy” – Do you agree? 

Write a short paragraph in your book.



Exam Question Practice

1. Study Interpretations 1 and 2. They give different views about the 
standard of living in Nazi Germany. 

What is the main difference between these views?

2. Suggest one reason why Interpretations 1 and 2 give different views 
about the standard of living in of German workers in Nazi Germany. 

You may use Sources B and C to help explain your answer.



• Mark scheme for question one

• 1-2 marks-you point out what is 
different about the interpretations but 
don’t back up with “  “/examples from 
the representations. 

•
• 3-4 marks-you point out the 

differences between the 
interpretations and use “  “/examples 
from the representations to back up 
your ideas.

• Mark scheme for question two

• 1-2 marks-simple explanation, no 
knowledge shown.

• 3-4 marks-detailed explanation 
pointing out the difference between 
the interpretations and why they might 
be different.

• Link each interpretation to a source 
• Use “  “/examples from the 

representations to back up your ideas.
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